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JUVENILE CO-RESPONDENT. 



A little GirVs first Letter to her Mamma, 

The Nursery, 17th January, 18 — 
]\Iy dear M.VMMA, 

You see I can write a letter. I hope you 
will be able to read it, for I took pains, and was a 
long time over it. I will do better next time. 

Your loving child. 



From a little Girl to Another who is ill. 

Rutliven Cottage, 18th March, 18— 

My dear Jane, 

I was very sorry to hear that you were 
so ill, but I hope that you are now better, and that 
in a short time you will be quite well. We all miss 
you very much, and often talk about you ; so you 
must make haste and come among us again. 

From your loving friend, 

Eliza - — -- 



Answer to the above. 
14, Claremont Terrace, 21st March, 18-^ 

My dear Eliza, 

I am^uch obliged to -joxx. ^oic -^qvjccVvcv^ 
note asking after my healtli. 1 axa \i2c^^l ^^ ^^^ 
that I am much better, but 8tV\i very v^^«^^ «^^ vcv^ 
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doctor says it will be some days before I can get 
out. I very much long to be with you and my 
play mates again. 

From your true friend, 

Jane - 



From a little Boy to his Uncle, thanking him for 

a Present, 

16, Francis Terrace, Kensington, 
16th June, 18 — 
Dear Uncle George, 

Thank you veiy much for the fine big 
rocking-horse you have been so kind as to send me. 
I shall now be able to have some nice long rides with- 
out going oTit in the cold or wet. I will treat him 
well and take care of him for your sake, as much as 
for my own. 

I hope you are quite well, and I send you my love. 
I am, 

Dear Uncle George, 
Your loving and obliged nephew. 



From a little Boy to his Grandpapa, 

Elmore Villa, Southend, 14th April, 18— 

Dear Grandpapa, 

How do you do ? I have not heard from 
you for a long time. I hope you are not ill, and I 
hope too that you will soon write to me. 

I am, 

Dear grandpapa. 

Your loYm^^asid%ot^^ 
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From a little Girl to a distressed Widmv, ivith a 

Present. 

Hereford House, Saturday. 



Dear Mrs. 

We all feel for you in yoiir misfortune and 
distress. I have sent you a little present which you 
may find useful, and which I beg of you to accept 
from 

Yours truly, 



F?'om a little Girl to a next-door Neighbour, 

The Parlour, No. 2, Elgin Crescent, 
Tuesday Afternoon. 
Dear Clara, 

The day is so very wet that we cannot go 

out. I suppose you are kept in-doors like myself, 

so I write this to ask you how you are amusing 

yourself. I am just going to read a pretty fairy 

tale, and when I see you again I will tell you all 

about it. 

Your loving friend. 



Answer to the above. 

The Drawing-room, No. 3, Elgin Crescent, 
Tuesday Afternoon. 

Dear Emily, 

Like you, I am confined to the house on 
account of the weather, but I shall not be idle, as I 
am going to help mamma to arrange the plants in 
the conservatory. I shall expect you to tell me all 
about the fairy tale when I see you again. 
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From a little Boy to his Papa, whom he has not 
seen lately of an Evening as usual. 

My dear Papa, 

I am obliged to go to bed now every night 
Avithout seeing yon, and mamma says yon cannot 
get home in time because you are so busy. I am 
sorry, my dear papa, that you have to work so hard, 
and when I grow a man I will help you ; but do try 
and come home early, as you used, and see 

Yoiu* loving son. 



A little Boy's first Letter to his Papa, 

Tho School-room, 20th October, 18— 
My dear Papa, 

Will you not be glad to find that I am 

able to write a letter ? It is not a very long one, 

but I hope it will please you. I will send you a 

nice letter by-and-by. 

From your loving son, 



A little Boy^s second Letter to his Papa, 

The School-room, lOth^December, 18 — 

My dear Papa, 

When I wrote you my first letter, I pro- 
mised to send you another in a short time, which I 
now do. 

Although it is not very long since I wrote, I 
' think I have made pretty good progress, and I hope 
that you will think so too. 

I find it is not so hard to form some of the letters 
as it was at first, and they appear to me to be better 
shaped and more distinct. 
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I wiU go on trying tiU I can write as weU as you 
do, and my master says that your writing is just 
like copper-plate. 

With kind love, 

I remain, 

My dear papa, 
Yoiu' dutiful and affectionate son. 



From a little Oirl to her Grandmamma. 

London : 15, Harcourt Square, 
9tli September, 18— 

Dear Grandmamma, 

I send you my likeness, which I have just 
had taken with mammals. I hope you will be 
pleased with it, and that you will hang it up in your 
room by the side of your other pictures. 
With kind love from mamma to you, 

I am, 

Dear grandmamma. 
Your loving granddaughter, 



A little GirVs Invitation to a Juvenile Party, 

16, Essex Place, W.C., 13th August, 18— 



Dear Miss — 

We are going to have a juvenile party next 
Thursday evening, and mamma bids me say that 
she will be happy to see you. There will be music 
and dancing, and I think I may promise you a 
merry evening. 

I am. 

Dear Miss ■ 

Yoiu*s siuce-YQ-Vj^ 
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Answer to the foregoing j accepting. 

Hampstead Vale, 13th AuguBtj 18— 

Dear Miss Morgan, 

Mamma has given me leave to accept your 
kind invitation, and I shall be most happy to join 
your juvenile party on Thursday evening next. 

I remain, 

Dear Miss Morgan, 

Yours sincerely, 



Answer J declining (1). 

4, Nottingham Road, 14th August, 18 — 

Dear Miss Morgan, 

I regret that, owing to a previous engage- 
ment, I cannot have the pleasure of accepting your 
kind invitation for Thursday next. With every 
A^dsh that you may spend a pleasant evening, 
Believe me, 

Dear Miss Morgan, 

Yours very truly. 



Ansiver, declining (2). 

Oak Lodge, 14th August, 18 — 

Dear Miss Morgan, 

My uncle is coming to London next Thurs- 
day on purpose to take me to a concert, for which 
he has bought tickets. And as he is so kind to me, 
it woidd be ungrateful to wish to go somewhere else 

that evening. 

I am, 

Dear Miss Morgan, 

Yours sincerely. 
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From a little Boy who has disobeyed his Parents, 

The Nursery, Monday Evening. 
My dear Parents, 

I am very sorry that I was so naughty 
to-day in doing what you told me not to do. But 
if, dear Papa and Mamma, you will forgive me, I 
will try to be a good boy, and never disobey you 
again. 

Hoping that you will soon let me come and see 
you in the drawing-room, 
I remain. 

My dear parents. 

Your own dutiful son. 



From a little Boy in London to his Sister in the 

Country, 
London : 1, Margaret Street, 5th Ocloher. 
My dear Sister, 

Mamma said that if I wished to write a 
few lines to you she would enclose the note in her 
letter ; so I mean to ask you how you like the 
country, and if you are well and happy. Mamma 
will let you know all the news, but I am sorry to 
tell you that little Fiddle is ill, and has not eaten 
anything for three days. The doctor is coming to 
see her to-day, and I hope he will be able to give 
her something to make her well again soon. 

Mamma is waiting for my note, so I must con- 
clude, and with kind love, 
I remain. 

My dear sister. 

Your loYm^\5tQ^^t.j 
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Answer to the foregoing, 

Hatfield Priors, Wimbome, 8tli October, 18 — 
My DEAR Brother, 

I am bappy to say that I am quite well, 
and am enjoying myself very much. The country 
about here is very pretty, and I should never get 
tired of it if papa and mamma and you were here ; 
but I must not be ungi'atefnl, for everybody tries 
to make me happy and comfortable. 

Poor little Fiddle ! I am afraid she has eaten 
something that has disagreed with her, or that she 
has caught cold. I hope you will take care of her, 
for I should not like to lose her, and when I am 
away from home, too. 

I have no news to tell you, so I close my note 
with kind love, 

And remain, 

Your loving sister, 



From a little Girl to her Governess^ asking for 

a Holiday, 

Victoria Lodge, Monday. 

Dear Miss , 

As mamma wishes to take us a few miles 
into the country on Wednesday, she has given me 
leave to write to you and ask you to give me a holi- 
day for that day, and I wiU make up for the time 
lost by being good during the remainder of the week. 

I remain. 

Dear Miss — ^, 

Your affectionate pupil. 
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From a little Girl in the Country to her Sister in 

London. 

The Willows, Hurstboame, 
11th May, 18— 
My DEAR Sister, 

As it is half-holiday to-day, I thought I 
would sit down and write you a few lines, asking 
you how you like London, and whether you are as 
happy there as you were in the coimtry. 

We are all quite well at home. George has gone 
fishing, and Esther is in the garden attending to her 
flowers. I will take care of your dear little canary 
while you are gone, and see that it has plenty of 
seed and water, and that its cage is kept clean. 

I hope you will write soon to 

Your alEectionate sister, 



P.S. — ^I have enclosed a bunch of violets which 
Esther has just brought in from the garden for you, 
with her love. 



From a little Girl to a Friend, asking her to 
come and assist in dressing the Doll, 

Gothic Villa, Monday. 

My dear Julia, 

Mamma has bought me such a large doll, 

and such a pretty one, too , and, as I should like it 

to have nice clothes, I write to ask you if you will 

be so kind as to come here on Wednesday afternoon, 

and help me to dress it ? Yom* own doll is so well 

dressed that I should very much like mine to. look 

as well as yours does. 

Your loving frift^cA.^ 
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Answer to the foregoing, 

Eburae Place, Tuesday. 
My DEAR Elizabeth, 

I 'will come on Weduesday, and help to 

dress your doll, and I will bring mine with mo, so 

that you may see how it ought to be done. But I 

saw a doll to-day belonging to Miss , with such 

a sweet hat and jacket on, and this I will tell you 

about when I see you. 

Your loving friend, 

Julia. 



From a little Boi/ to a Friend of the Family, who 
wants to know how he is getting on. 

Elm Lodge, Ashton, 20th February, 18 — 

Dear Sir, 

I am very much obliged to you for in- 
qiiiring after mo. I am quite well, and am trying to 
loarn all I can, so that when you come and soe nio 
again, I hope to be able to read and sum pretty 
woll, and to write much better than I do now. 
Hoping that you are quite well, 
I remain, dear sir. 

Your sincere little fnend. 



From a little Boy to a Neighbour , tvith an Invitation. 

Brighton College, Wednesday Afternoon. 
Dear Robert, 

Mamma has given me leave to ask you to 
spend an afternoon with me. Papa has put up 
a swing for me, and you can see my rabbits feed. 

Your sincere friend and schoolfellow. 
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From a little Girl declining a Walk on account 

of Ill-health. 

7, Moreton Crescent, Tuesday. 
Dear Margaret, 

I am very sorry to say that I shall not be 
able to go for that pretty walk with you to-morrow, 
as I have caught a bad cold, which will keep me in- 
doors for the rest of the week. If you could come 
and see me, I should be very glad. 

Yours affectionately, 

Clara. 

. Answer to the above, 

Blundell Lodge, Wednesday. 
Dear Clara, 

I was very sorry to hear you were so poorly ; 

and as you could not come with us, we did not go 

for the walk we talked about, but have put it off to 

another day, when you may be able to go. I will 

come and see you to-morrow. 

I am, 

Yours affectionately, 

Margaret. 

From a little Girl who was out when her Friend 

called* 

8, Amphill Place, 4th May, 18— 
Dear Martha, 

I was vexed to find that you had called 

yesterday while I was out, for I wanted to see you 

very much. Mamma and I will drive over in the 

chaise to-morrow, and fetch you. 

Yowra afiectVcm^X^^ ^ 
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From a little Girl in London to her Brothers and 
Sisters in tlie Counti*y, 

London : 9, Dorchester Squai'e, 
2nd April, 18— 

My dear Brothers and Sisters, 

London is such a wonderful place ; it is 
very large, and there are shops and streets, and 
squares without end, and crowds of people, horses 
and carriages running about in all directions. I 
cannot tell you a quarter of what I have seen, but 
next week I will write you a long letter aU about it. 
I am quite well, and I hope that all of you are the 
same. I remain, 

Your affectionate sister, 



From a little Boy who had sti*uck his Sister. 
My dear Sister, 

Pray forgive me for having struck you. 
I did it in a passion, without thinking, but now 
I feel it was very wrong and cowardly, and I am 
ashamed of myself. Forgive me, my dear Sister, 
for indeed I do love you. 

Your affectionate brother. 



Answer to the foregoing. 

My dear Brother, 

I foUgive you with all my heart for what 
you did* You are, I am sure, very sorry, and will 
not do such a thing again, jso let us say no more 
about iti 

From your affectio^iate svb^tc, 
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A little GirVs second Letter to her Mamma, 

The Nursery, February 28th, 18— 
My DEAR Mamma, 

I hope when you see this letter you will 
say that it is a great improvement on the first. It 
was as much as I could do then to get the letters 
into shape, but it seems much easier now, and I can 
join some of them without stopping. 

I remember, mamma, you said that a lady ought 
to write nicely, so I will try to write as well as 
possible. 

With kind love, 

I am, my dear mamma. 
Your dutiful and loving daughter, 



From a little Girl to another who has lost her 

Mamma^ 

Hopetoon Lodge, Hetcham, 
6th February, 18 — 

My dear Eliza, 

It has grieved me very, very much, to 
hear that you have lost your dear, good mamma, 
who was so kind to everybody, and whom we all 
loved. I hope that you will not cry very much. I 
love you dearly, and will do all I can to comfort you. 
Mamma and I will call and see you in a few days ; 
and believe me, 

My dear Eliza, 

Yours very c&eRXiwyQaJ^^ 
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From a little Girl to her Aunt, icith Crochet-ivork. 

Ashbury Cottage, Cheltenham, 
May 2nd, 18— 

My DEAR Aunt, 

I have sent you a small parcel of crochet- 
work which I have done for you, and with which I 
hope you will be pleased. I thought I could not 
employ my spare hours more pleasantly than iu 
working some useful little things for one who has 
been so good to me. 

With best love, 

I remain, 

My dear aunt, 

Your loving niece. 



) 



From a little Girl to her Grandmamma, inviting 
her to pay the family a Visit. 

Mansfield Villa, Brixton, 5th October, 18 — 
My DEAR Grandmamma, 

As mamma has left one side of her letter 
for me to write to you, I beg and entreat you to 
come and see us, and stay a long time. Do, there's 
a dear, good grandmamma. 

Although we live near. London, we have a pretty 
house and a large garden just like the country, so 
that you will be as quiet here as you are in your 
own home. 

Papa says the railway will bring you to London 
in two hours, and he will be at the station to meet 
you, and bring you and youi' luggage on here in a 
cab. So, my dear grandma, I hope you will not 
disappoint us, but come as soon as you can to see 

Your affectionate granddaughter, 
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From a little Girl to her Sister, asking to be 

taught Knitting. 

The Nursery, Monday Afternoon. 
My dear Sister, 

I write to ask you if you will be kind 
enough to teach me how to knit, for it is such 
pretty work, and I should like to knit something for 
mamma, to surprise her. 

If you will take the trouble to teach me, I shall 
be so much obliged to you. 

I am. 

Your affectionate sister. 



From a little Boy at School to his Parents. 

Buckfield House, Oakham, 
18th July, 18— 

My dear Parents, 

As you told me to let you know how I 
got on at my new school, I write to say that I like 
it very well. My master is kind, and we have 
plenty to eat and drink, a large playground, and 
comfortable bedrooms. 

I am learning writing, arithmetic, grammar, geo- 
graphy, and history ; and I hope to get on well in 
all these before the half is out. 

There are a great many boys in our school, and 
some of them very big ones, but we agree very well 
together, and have some good games. 

I hope you are well at home. Please give my 
kind love to my brothers and sisters, and accept 
the same yourselves from 

Your dutiful and aS.^^iX.ioxisvX.^ ^qtq.^ 
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From a little Girl, asking her Friend for the Loan 

of a Music-book, 

Tranmere Terrace, Friday. 

Dear Ethel, 

When you come here again, will you be 
kind enough to bring with you the " Pianoforte In- 
structor" which your mamma bought you the other 
day ? It is such a nice book that I should like my 
mamma to get me one of the same kind ; and when 
she sees it, she will know at once what it is. 

Your affectionate friend. 



From a little Girl to another, returning a Book 
that she had borroived, 
10, Wharncliff Square, 10th November, 18 — 

Dear Susan, 

I return the book you were so kind as to 
lend me, with best thanks. I have read it through, 
and think it is very pretty. Papa is going to bring 
me home a book to-night, which I shall have great 
pleasure in lending you. 

I am, 

Dear Susan, 

Your sincere fnend, 



) 



From a little Girl to her Parents, thanking them 
for a Birthday Present, 

My DEAR Papa and Mamma, 

I am very much obliged to you for the 

pretty book and the handsome work-box which you 

hare given me on my birlkday \ oiA \ W^ 1 shall 
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be always able to show you by my good conduct 
that I am deserving of your love and kindness. 

I am, 

My dear papa and mamma, 

Your dutiful and loving daughter, 



Ftom a little Boy in the Country to hie Parents 

in London, 

Auburnside, Hants, 7tli Atigust., 18 — 
Mt dear Parents, 

1 am enjoying myself very much here ; it 
is such a pretty place, and I go for so many walks 
and drives that 1 cannot help being pleased. 

All I want is for you both to be here with me. 
Oh, how nice that would be I and how happy it 
Would make 

Your affectionate son, 



From a little Qirl to another who was from 
home when she called* 

Merton Villas, 3rd May, 18— 
Dear Caroline, 

I called on you to-day, hoping to see your 
pretty collection of butterflies, of which you have so 
often spoken, and I was much disappointed to And 
you had gone out. I am going to London next 
week, and I hope I shall see you before then. 

Your affectionate friend, 
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From a little Girl at School to her Parents. 

Mackworth House, Appleby, 
25th January, 18 — 
My dear Parents, 

I was very dull and miserable when I first 

came here, for the change was so great from my 

happy home to the large, rambling, cold-looking 

school. But I am becoming used to it by degrees, and 

as the governess is kind, and I have some very nice 

schoolfellows, I am beginning to feel as happy as I 

can away from my dear papa and mamma, and 

brothers and sisters. 

But I am not to see any of you again till next 
Christmas ! What a long, long time it will seem I 
and how I shall count the days and hoxirs until the 
happy holiday-time comes ! 

In the meantime I will pay attention to my 
lessons, so that when I do see you again, you may 
find a great improvesaent in me. 

With kind love to all, and hoping you will write 
ofi;en, 

Believe me. 

My dear parents, 
Your very afiectionate daughter, 



From a little Girl in the Country/ to her Aunt in 
London, inviting her to visit them, 

Sheenfield, 2ud September, 18 — 

My dear Aunt, 

You have often said that you would pay 
us a visit, and I hope that now the weather is so 
fine you will keep yoxir word. 
Mamma, and papa say that t^iey \iav^ ^^^^ ^ow 
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again and again, and that perhaps you would be 
persuaded to come if I wrote and invited you, and 
I do hope, my dear aunt, you will not refuse me. 

We have a very pretty cottage and a beautiful 
garden; and the bedroom you woidd sleep in 
looks out on the sea, of which you are so fond. 

There are a great many pretty walks in the 
neighbourhood, and I could take you to them, for I 
know them all. 

Now, my dear aunt, do not put off our pleasm^e 
any longer, but write at once and say you are 
coming. This will very much delight us all, and 
none more so than 

Your affectionate niece, 



From a Utile Boy to his Uncle in India, 

Bisford, near Manchester, 12th March, 18-— 

My dear Uncle, 

Papa said he was going to send you a long 
letter to-day, and that if I would like to write to 
you he would enclose my note. 

You woidd hardly know me if you were to see 
me now, for everybody says I have grown so much 
lately, and you have been gone such a long time. 
Why, it must be two years and more. You remem- 
ber that orange pip you set in my garden ? Well, 
it has come up, and is now quite a nice little plant. 
I have named it after you, and I often make papa 
and mamma laugh when I say, " I'm going to look 
after Uncle Robert now ;" or, " I must go and water 
Uncle Robert." 

I often read those pretty "booWs ^ovx. ^^"^^ ^^^^^^''^ 
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I do not think they are so interesting as the letters 
you send us, in which you tell us the wonderful things 
you have seen. Oh, uncle, how I should like to be 
with you I But, perhaps, you will take me with you 
when I am grown a man, and can be of use to you. 
You do not say, dear uncle, when you think of 
coming back ; but I hope it will be soon, for I should 
like to see you very much, and I have a great many 
things to tell you. 

Hoping this will find you qmte well, ' 
I remain, 

My dear uncle, 
Your very affectionate nephew, 



From a little Girl to her Cousin, inviting her to Tea, 

GiUtone Fanui 9th September, 18 — 

Dear Cousin, 

Some little girls and boys are going to 

drink tea with us next Wednesday, and mamma says 

she should be happy if you could come. I am sure 

I should be very pleased myself to see you, so do 

come. 

Your affectionate cousin, 



Answer to the foregoing (declining). 

Chapel Ash, 10th September, 18 — > 

DxAB Cousin, 

I am sorry that I shall not be able to 

oome and drink tea with you next Wednesday, as 

papa is going to drive me over to the town to see 

MiSjg Pickering about my going to \iet ^^YvooV, «ad 
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he says he shall not have another leisure afternoon 
for a long time. So I hope you will excuse me. 

With kind love, 

Your affectionate cousin, 



Answer to the foregoing (accepting). 

Chapel Ash, 10th September, 18 — 

Dear Cousin, 

I shall have great pleasure in coming to 
drink tea with you next Wednesday. We all send 
our loves to all, and 

I am^ 

Dear cousin, 

Yours affectionately. 



From a little Girl to her Sister in the Countryj 
describing a Party, 

29, Cumberland Street, Newport, 
7th January, 18 — 

Dear Matilda, 

We had our annual juvenile party last 
night, and a very pleasant party it was. I should 
think there were between forty and fifty young 
ladies and young gentlemen, most of whom you 
know, and can guess at, so I need not write down 
their names. 

We had music, dancing, forfeits, magic lantern, 
and all sorts of amusements; and we also had a 
beautiful Christmas tree, from which every one 
present had something. The party did not break 
up till eleven o'clock, and then ever^ Qx^a ^^^ 
surprised to ^nd it was so late. 
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Many times during the evening I wished that 
you had been with us ; but I suppose you have had 
your party, too, and I hope you will write soon, 
and give me some accoimt of it, with any other 
news. 

We are all well, and unite in kind love to you. 
Believe me. 

Dear Matilda, 

Yoiu* affectionate sister, 

Jane. 



Answer to the above. 

Beecbam Hall, Cambridge, 
9th January, 18 — 
Dear Jane, 

I am glad to hear that the annual juvenile 

party passed off so well. I wish, with you, that I 

had formed one of the company ; but I must not 

complain, for we had a very pleasant party here a 

few evenings since. 

There was dancing in the big old-fashioned hall ; 

then several curious games that I never saw before, 

and after that there was supper and singing. Last 

of all we sang a pretty song with all our hands 

joined, and so the evening finished. Many of the 

party had a long and lonely way to walk home, but 

they did not seem to mind that. 

I am happy to say that I am quite well, and 

perfectly comfortable. Aunt and imcle join me in 

kind love to mamma, papa, and all of you. 

And I remain. 

Dear Jane, 

Your affectionate sister, 
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From a little Girl to a Friend, with a Present, 

19, Ashley Street, Friday. 
Dear Ann, 

I have sent you some fniit and a cake, 

which I have just brought with me from the 

country. The fruit is out of my aunt's garden, 

and the cake is of her own making. I hope you 

will like both. 

I remain, 

Yours affectionately, 



From a little Boy to his Parents on New Yearns Day, 

Ist January, 18 — 

My dear Parents, 

I write you these few lines, wishing you a 
happy New Year, and veiy many of them. 

I hope that by the end of the year I shall have 
made great progress in my education, and that the 
letter I shall, I hope, write to you this day twelve- 
month may show that I have made good use of my 

time. 

I remain. 

My dear parents, 

Your dutiful and affectionate son, 



From a little Girl at School to a Friend, 

Hatfield House, Renburn, 
6th February, 18— 

Dear Marianne, 

I am, as you see, at my new school, where 
I told you I was going when I saw yo\3L\a.%\», "Vj^Ss^ ^^ 
course very different fxora. \\c>xici^\ \sv>^. "V ^ssv ^<^ 
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and happy, which is as much as I can expect. Miss 
" is a very nice person ; she takes a great deal 
of pains with us, and after school hoxirs she is kind 
and familiar,^ and likes to see us amuse ourselves. 
We have about twenty young ladies in the school, 
most of them nice girls. I am friends with all of 
them. 

What a long while it seems from now to Mid- 
summer ! Will it ever come ? Well, I suppose 
there is no help for it but to wait patiently. But 
please write to me often, and that will help to pass 
the dreary time away. 

With kind regards and best wishes, 
I remain. 

My dear Marianne, 

Yours very affectionately. 



From a little Boy to a Friend who has met tuith an 

Accident* 

24, Bromsgrove Crescent, 
lUh March, 18— 

Dear Charley, 

I was very sony to hear of the accident 

you met with a few days since ; but I hope that by 

the time you get this letter you will be better. 

If your papa and mamma will let me I will 

bring you my little theatre, and if you are well 

enough we can go through the " Miller and his 

Men," as we used to do. It will help to make you 

well. 

I am, 

Dear Charley, 

Your affectionate fiieiKl, 
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From a little Girl to another^ proposing to accom" 

pany her to School, 

14, Henry Street, lOtli June, 18 — 

Dear Miss — — 

As you and I are going to the same school, 
and as I shall pass your door every morning, I will, 
if you like, call for you, so that we may go together, 
and in the evening we will come back the same way, 
so as to have each other^s company. 

I am, 

Dear Miss 

Yours sincerely, 



Answer to the foregoing, 

29, Montrose Terrace, 11th June, 18 — 

Dear Miss 

I am much obliged to you for your kind 
offer, and I shall, indeed, like our going to and 
coming from school together every day very much. 
I shall alwfiys be ready for you by a quarter to nine 
o'clock, so as not to keep you waiting. 

I am. 

Dear Miss 

Yours sincerely. 



From a little Boy at School to his Parents^ asking 
them to come and see him, 

Bloomfield Academy, Srd May, 18 — 

Mt dear Parents, 

I write to say that I am quite well and 
happy ; but I should like very telmOcl \iK> ^^-^ i^^>^ 
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both, for it seems such a long time since I did see 

you, and we shall not break up for the Midsummer 

holidays for six weeks. If you could come on one 

of oiu* half-holidays, and take me for a drive, as 

you did before, I should like it so much. 

Hoping that you are all well at home, and with 

kind love to yoxirselves, and my brothers and 

sisters, 

I remain, 

My dear parents. 

Your dutiful and affectionate son. 



From a little Girl to a Lady^ thankiiig her for a 

Kindness, 

Brisbane Cottage, 17th March, 18 — 
Mada^i, 

I thank you very much for your kindness 

in sheltering me from the storm last night, and 

sending me safely home. My papa and mamma beg 

also to add their best thanks to mine. 

And I have the honour to be. 

Madam, 

Your obliged and obedient servant. 



From a little Boy who is going into the Country^ 

to a Friend, 

London, 12, Shepton Circus, 
20th Jnne, 18— 

Dear Arthur, 

I write to tell you that I am going into 
the country for a month. There is no time to 
come and Bee you, as we are obliged to hurry off 
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to catch the train. I will write now and then, 
and let you know how I am getting on; and 
directly I come back I will call on yon. 

I am, 

Dear Arthur, 

Your sincere friend, 



From a little Girl to her Friend^ requesting the Loan 

of a Drawing, 

16, Walton Square, Monday Morning. 

Dear Bessy, 

Will you please to lend me for a few days your 

drawing of Belsay Castle, as I have promised to 

send a copy of it to my cousin in London ? I will 

take great care of it, and let you have it again by 

the end of the week. 

I am, 

Dear Bessy, 

Yours affectionately, 

Janet. 



Answer to the foregoing in the negative, 

33, Victoria Boad, Monday Evening. 
Dear Janet, 

I am sorry that I cannot at present send 

you the drawing you ask for, as I lent it last week to 

Miss , and she has not yet returned it ; as soon 

as] she does I will send it or bring it on to you. 

Regretting that I am compelled to disappoint you, 

I remain. 

Dear Janet, 

Yours affectionately.^ 
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From a little Oirl to her Aunt, acknowledging an 

Invitation. 

London : 43, York Street, 
26th June, 18-— 
Mt dear Aunt, 

I beg to thank you very much for your 

kind invitation to spend a few weeks with you, 

and I will come down as fast as the train can carry 

me. 

Mamma and papa desire their kind love, and 

accept the same yourself irom 

Tour affectionate niece, 



From a little Oirl who has been ill at a Friend's house, 
returning thanks for kindness received. 

Tor Hill, i8ih Angost, 18— 
My dear Nelly, 

Now that I have become well enough to 
write, I do not hesitate an instant to return my 
sincere thanks, not only to yourself, but to your 
mamma and papa, for the kind treatment I received 
in my illness under your roof. 

I am afraid that my being ill must have given 
you a great deal of trouble, but I know your kind 
parents and yourself will forgive me for being a 
burden upon them against my wilL 

I hope it wiU be in my power some day to repay 
this great kindness, and I shall always remember it 
with feelings of the deepest gratitude. 

Please give my kind regards to your mamma and 
papa, and accept the same yourself from 

Your grateful and affectionate friend, 
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From a little Cfirl to her GovemesSj with a Bouquet 

of Flowers, 

Belmont, Thursdajr. 

Dear Miss Jones, 

Please to accept the nosegay which I send you 
with this note ; it was gathered in our garden this 
morning. Some of the flowers are of my own 
rearing, and when I have been tending them I 
have thought of the pleasure I should one day have 
in presenting them to you. 

I am. 

Dear Miss Jones, 

Your affectionate pupil, 



From a young Gentleman to his Parents on the 
approaching Vacation. 
Longfield Academj, Havant, 4th June, 18 — 

My dear Parents, 

Mr. has desired me to write and 

apprise you that we shall break up for our Mid- 
summer holidays on the 17th inst., on which day I 
hope to have the pleasure of seeing you. 

I am happy to inform you that I have succeeded 
in gaining two prizes : one for writing, the other for 
history^ while of the various other branches of 
learning I think I shall be able to render a satisfac- 
tory account. 

Mr. sends his remembrance, and says that 

he has great pleasure in confirming what I have 
stated respecting my progress. 

I am; 
My dear parents. 
Your dutiful and afEectionate son, 
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From a little Boy to his Brother who is about to 

enter upon Life, 

Elm Lodge, 12tli Febraarjr, 18— 
My DEAR Brother, 

Although you are going to leave us, and 

are not to have anything more to do with lessons or 

play, I hope you will not altogether forget your 

little brother ; and that you will sometimes send me 

a letter with a kind word or two, and an account of 

how you are getting on. 

You may depend I shall never forget you ; I shall 

miss you very much, and shall long for the time 

when I can go out into the world — as papa calls it — 

like you. 

With kind love, 

I am. 

My dear brother. 
Yours very affectionately. 



From a little Girl to her Cousin^ announcing the 

arrival of a Baby, 

Raspnell, Manchester, 7th April, 18 — 

My dear Cousin, 

I write to say that mamma has got a new 
baby — ^a little boy — such a chubby-faced, blue-eyed 
little fellow. How I wish you could see him ! I 
am quite fond of him already, and shall take great 
care of him. Nurse has just looked in to say that 
she is going to dress him, and as I shall go and help 
her, I must say good-bye for the present. 

I remain, 

Your affectionate cousin, 
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From a young Lady to her Parents on the approaching 

Vacation, 
Solej House, Bedford, 2nd December, 18 — 
My DEAR Parents, 

I write to inform you that our Christmas 
vacation will commence on the 15 th inst., when I 
hope to have the pleasure of seeing you. 

I trust and believe that you will find me much 
improved, especially as my governess has been 
pleased to say from time to time that I have been 
going on very well. 

Miss desires her compliments. 

And I remain, 

My dear parents. 
Your dutiful and affectionate daughter, 



Fro^n a little Girl to her Broth&i*j with News of Home, 
London : 61, Peterboro' Street, 1st May, 18 — 
My DEAR Brother, 

Mamma not being very well to-day, and 
papa busy as usual, I sit down to write you all the 
news as well as I can. 

We have been rather dull here since you have 
been gone, for the weather has been so bad that we 
could not get out, and I suppose the same cause has 
kept people from coming to see us. 

Uncle Henry has had another fit of the gout, and 
has been very bad indeed. The doctor thought he 
could not live, but you wiU be glad to hear that he 
is better now. Aimt Sophy fell down stairs a few 
days since, and sprained her ankle so badly that she 
has been confined to the house evet ^mo,^. Q.Qvx&\!a. 
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Matilda and cousin Mary have gone on a visit to the 
Isle of Wight. Jane, our housemaid, has left to get 
married. The Prestons, next door but one, have 
gone to Scotland to live ; and the new linendraper 
round the comer has failed. 

Carlo is quite well ; I told liim I was going to 
write to you, and he put out his paw, as much as to 
say that I was to shake hands with you for him. I 
think that is all I have to tell you. 

We all hope that you are well and happy. Write 
soon. Accept our united love, 

And believe me, 
My dear brother, 

Your affectionate sister. 



From a young Lady to another at Chnstmas, 

Ashbourne Crescent, Wensnllc, 
20th December, 18— 
My dear 

I anived home yesterday for the holidays^ 
and I take the first opportunity of writing to you to 
express a hope that the intimacy which existed 
between us before I went to school may be re- 
newed. 

Mamma and papa have permitted me to invite 
you here for a week. Tliey say they will be very 
happy to see you, and I need scarcely tell you what 
pleasure yoiu: visit will afford mo. 

Please to write soon, and let me know what week 
you will come. 

I am, dear 

Your affectionate friend, 



THE JUVENILE CORRESPONDENT. 35 

Anawei* to the foregoing (accepting), 

Crampton Park, 22iid December, 18 — 
Mr DEAR 

I was glad to liear that you had arrived 
safely from school at home, where I know you are 
so happy. 

I shall have great pleasure in accepting your in- 
vitation ; and as for the next fortnight both yoiu' 
parents and mine will no doubt be giving parties, 
it will be perhaps as well to wait until the bustle is 
over, so that we may spend a quiet week together. 

If convenient, therefore, I Avill start from here 
for your place on the 4th of next month. 

Please remember me kindly to yom* papa and 
mamma, and believe me, as of old, 

Your affectionate friend. 



A nsioer (decUn ing) . 

London : 48, Hertford Place, 
22nd December, 18— 

My dear 

Your kind note reached me here, where I 
am stajring with my aunt. I should have been 
most happy to accept yoiu' invitation, but my aunt 
has already made so many engagements for me 
that the whole of my holidays will be taken up in 
keeping them. You will see, therefore, that I have 
no choice in the matter, and I hope you "vvill con- 
sider this a sufficient excuse for foregoing what, 
imder other circumstances, would have been a most 
pleasiu-able visit. 

I hope, however, that at some futws^ ^.Ycc^fe^^^^x. 
far distant, we shall have an o^^otXAJLmV^ ^i ^^" 
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newing the friendship which formerly existed 
between us, and which was interrupted by accident 
alone. 

Meanwhile, write to me often, letting me know 
how you are getting on, and I will do the same to 
you. Believe me. 

My dear 

Ever yoiu* sincere friend. 



From a young Lady at School to her 3famma, re- 
questing that she may learn certain accomplish- 
ments. 

Lamboum House, Buxfield, 

10th February, 18— 

My dear Mamma, 

You A\ill not, I hope, be angry with me if 
I ask permission to learn French and Italian. Most 
of the young ladies at the school who are of my 
age, are being taught these languages, and I believe 
that I should take pleasure in acquiring them, and 
prove to you, by the progress I made, that the cost 
had not been thrown away. 

In the event, dear mamma, of your granting my 
request, perhaps you will kindly write to the 

Misses to that effect, so that they may have 

the authority which is usually given them in such 
cases. 

Trusting that yourself and all at home are well, 
and with kind love, 
I remain, 

My dear mamma, 
Your dutiful and affectionate daughter, 
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Fro7n a little Boy to a Gentleman ivho saved hm 

from Drowning, 

Hormcs House, 15tli May, 18 — 

Sir, 

It is vdth feelings of the deepest gratitude 

that I address you to return my thanks for your 

noble, generous, and devoted efforts by which I was 

snatched from a watery gi'ave. I feel certain that, 

had not your hand been stretched forth at that 

awful moment, I should not now be alive to pen 

these lines. 

Although I am but a boy, I trust that I am 
properly impressed with a sense of the heavy obliga- 
tion under which I lie to you ; and it is my sincere 
hope that I may hereafter convince you that the 
life you have saved is not altogether a worthless 
one ; and also that I may have opportunities of 
repaj'ing, to some extent, the heavy debt which I do 
not repine at having inciurred, l)ut which I feel I 
shall never be able wholly to discharge. 

My parents join me in these acknowledgments, and 
that every blessing may attend you, is their prayer 
as well as that of 

Your grateful and respectful servant, 



From a ijounf/ Gentleman who has been asked hy his 
Papa of ivhat Trade or Profession he ivoidd like 
to be. 
My dear Papa, 

When you asked me the other day what I 
should like to be, I was at a loss for an answer, and 
said I did not know. You then told me to think the 
matter over, and I have been thinking it over, but 
even now I scarcely know 'wlia.l to ^^^. 
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I once hinted that I should like to be a sailor, but 
mamma would not hear of that, so I thought no 
more about it. I cannot be a soldier, I know, be- 
cause it costs too much to be an officer, and I should 
not like to be a private, nor even a corporal or ser- 
geant. I am afraid I shall never be clever enough for 
a lawyer or doctor, and I am sure I do not know 
how to preach, so I cannot be a clergyman. 

I think after aU, my dear papa, I should like to be 
the same as you are — a merchant. My master says, 
I Avrite well for my age, and am quick at figures, so 
that by-and-by I shall no doubt do very well. It 
would be so nice to work with you, and come home 
with you ; so I hope, my dear papa, you will save a 
place for me in your office, and I will make all the 
haste I can, to get myself fit for it. 

I am, 

My dear papa. 
Your dutiful and affectionate son, 



From a young Lady to a Friend whom she has not 

seen for some Time, 
Molecombe Cottage, 10th September, 18 — 

Dear Alice, 

What has become of you, and where have 
you been hiding youi'self ? It is a week at least 
since I saw you. I hope you are not ill, and 
that nothing has happened. "Write me a line as 
soon as you can, for I am anxious about you. 

And remain, 

Your affectionate fiiend. 
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From a young Gentleman who has been reading the 
" Lives of Eminent Men^^ to his Papa, 

Mr DEAR Papa, 

I have read the "Lives of Eminent 
Men," which you were good enough to give me, 
and I like it very much. You asked me to let you 
know when I had finished reading the book, whether 
I thought I could ever become a great man like any 
of those. All I can say is, that I 'svill try ; and as 
most of them became great through their o"wii striv- 
ing, and many of them did not begin the world as 
well off as I suppose I shall be, I do not see why I 
should not have a chance of becoming a great man, 
too. Again I promise I will try. 

And I remain. 

My dear papa. 
Your dutiftil and affectionate son. 



From a young Lady to a Friend whose little Dog has 

died suddenly, 

Brcckenburg Cottage, Wednesday. 
Dear Winifred, 

I sjrmpathize with you in your grief for the 
loss of your pretty dog, " Dash.** Poor thing I I little 
thought when I was pla3dng with him yesterday 
that he would be dead to-day. I trust, however, 
you will soon be able to repair your loss by a suc- 
cessor as faithful and engaging, but not so unfortu- 
nate as he. 

I am, 

Dear Winifred, 

Yours affectionately^ 
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Fi'om a young Lady to her Papa, offering to become his 
Housekeeper during her Mamma! 8 Absence from Home. 

My dear Papa, 

During mamma's absence in the country, 
I hope you will allow me to be your housekeeper. 
You must not laugh at my proposal, for I think I 
know how to look after your comfort, and can, per- 
haps, do many more things than you have any idea 
of. I can make pastry, cook, arrange the furniture, 
trim the lamp, mend, hem, and mark. So, I ask 
you again to let me be your housekeeper, and you 
shall not want for anything. 

I am, 

My dear papa. 
Your dutiful and affectionate daughter. 



From a young Lady to a new Neighbourly offering 

civilities, 

Appleton Villa, Tuesday. 

Dear Miss 

As you are a stranger in this part of the 
country, and we are next-door neighbours, manrnia 
has given me permission to write to you, and offer 
my services in any way in which I can be useful. 
If, therefore, I can be of assistance to you, I hope 
you will not hesitate to let me know, and I shall 
be delighted to serve you to the best of my 
ability. 

I am. 

Dear Miss 

Yours truly. 
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Answer to the foregoing. 

Heathcote ViUa, Wednesday. 

Dear Miss 

I beg to tliaiik you for yoiu* kind and 

obliging offer, of which I shall be extremely glad to 

avail myself. If you are going to the town in the 

course of the next two or three days, perhaps you will 

allow me to accompany you, and be good enough to 

point out to me some of the best shops, &c. 

Hoping to have the pleasure of improving our 

acquaintance, 

I am, 

Dear Miss 

Your truly obliged, 



From a yoking Lady to her Parents in the Hour 

of Affliction, 
My dear Parents, 

Now that misfortune has visited you, I 
hope you will not refuse to let me share it with you, 
nor prevent me from showing you that I am able 
to help you. 

I have arrived at an age when I can be usefid to 
you in many things, and I hope you will employ mc, 
and not keep me at school ; so that instead of being 
an expense and inciunbrance, I may be of use, and 
spare you both money and toil. 

I trust, my dear parents, that your circumstances 
will soon improve ; but should they not, that you 
will be blessed with health and strength to bear up 
against the ^heavy misfortune that has fallen upon 
you. 

There are, as you know, abowfc VN^"tv\.-^ ^q\ssA^ ^*v 
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mine in the Savings' Bank, which, through your care 
and kindness, I have saved up ; I hope you will 
draw this money out, without hesitation, and apply 
it to any pressing necessity. 
Believe me, 

My dear parents. 
Your dutiful and affectionate daughter, 



From a young Gentleman who has been unpunctual 
in his Habits^ to his Parents, 

My DEAR Paeents, 

I am very sorry that I have often given 

you so much trouble by being late and behind-hand. 

I did not know what mischief the habit might lead to, 

tiU you pointed it out to me, and for the future I 

will endeavour to be more punctual, and to show you 

that I am sensible of my fault, and obedient to your 

wishes. 

I remain, 

My dear parents. 

Your affectionate son. 



From a yoking Lady to a Friend^ soliciting a 

Subscription, 

3, Gothic Villas, 17th June, 18— 
Dear Augusta, 

We are about to get up a subscription for 

the poor little girl , whose parents were burnt 

to death in the dreadful fire wliich occurred last 

week, leaving their child destitute, and without so 

much as a change of clotheSi \i \?^ c^xdd collect a 
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few pounds to meet her most pressing wants it would 
be a great charity. Feeling certain that you will not 
refuse to assist in this good work, I have ^vritten to 
let you know that it is progressing. 

I am, 

Dear Augusta, 

Yours very sincerely, 



From a yoini{i Lady to a Friend of the Famih/, 

tcith an Invitation, 
18, Peiitowcrs Koad, 17tli October, 18 — 

Dear Sir, 

Papa has desired me to write to you, and 
tell you, with his compliments, that he will be happy 
if you will favour him with your company at dinner 
on Thursday, the 21st inst., at five o'clock. It will 
be nothing more than a quiet family party. 

I am. 

Dear Sir, 

Yours truly. 



From a young Lady to her Governess on having 

School. 
Myddleton Gnangc, loth June, 18 — 



Dear Miss 

The time having now arrived for me to quit 
your establishment, I beg to Avrite you a few lines of 
farewell In doing so, I thank you most cordially, 
not only for the trouble you have bestowed upon my 
education, but for the personal care and kindness 
I have ever received from you. 
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In after years I shall often look back with mingled 
feelings of pleasure and regret upon the happy 
period I have spent beneath your roof, and however 
numerous a circle of acquaintance I may gain, you 
may rest assured that my earliest and best friend at 
Myddleton Grange shall never be forgotten. 

Nothing now remains for me but to express my 
heartfelt wish that throughout life you may ex- 
perience iminterrupted health and happiness, and to 
assure you that I shall ever be, as I now remain, 

Dear Miss 

Yours most sincerely. 



From a young Lady to her Guardian on her future 

Prospects. 

Hambleton House, Monmouth, 
11th September, 18 — 
My DEAR Guardian, 

As the term for which I was placed here 

will shortly expire, I conceive it my duty to write 

and put you in possession of my views with regard 

to the future. 

I am aware that the income which my poor father 
bequeathed to me is a limited one, and that it is there- 
fore indispensable that I should add to it by my own 
exertions. I cannot devise a better means of 
accomplishing this end than by qualif;ydng myself 
for the post of instructress in families of a superior 
class. 

For this, it will be indispensable that I should 
receive from properly-qualified masters, a coiu'se of 
lessons in those accomplishments and elegant arts 
which form part of the education of every lady. 
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This will involve a somewliat heavy outlay, but 
you will probably agi*ee with me in thinking the 
money would be well expended, considering the 
advantage derivable. 

I should like, therefore, when I leave here, to 

take up my residence with ^Mrs. , of London, 

and there receive the lessons of which I speak. At 
the end of six or nine months I shall have acquired 
all that it is necessaiy to learn, and I make no doubt 
that through the interest of the numerous friends 
of our family, I shall readily succeed in obtaining 
respectable and remunerative employment. 

Will you kindly think this matter over, and let 
me know at your earliest convenience if the pro- 
posal meets Avith your approval. 
Meanwhile I remain, 

My dear guardian. 
Your dutiful and affectionate ward. 



From a yowig Ladij to another soliciting Fnendslup, 

AVellington Villa, 19th October, 18— 

Dear Miss 

Living as we do so near to each other, and 
being of about the same age, it woidd be a great hap- 
piness to me to be permitted to call you my friend. 
My sister and myself are going on Thursday after- 
noon to Vernon Abbey, the most noteworthy ruin 
for miles round. We shall be happy if you will 
accompany us ; and I will try and explain the vaiious 
remains of the interesting relic of antiquity to you. 
Hoping for the pleasure of your company, 

I am, dear Miss 

Yours veiy truly. 
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Answer to the foregoing, 

Seaton Bank, 20th October, 18— 

Dear Miss 

I thank you for your kind note, and beg to 
assure you that I reciprocate most cordially the 
desire for friendship which you express. 

Although I have been but a short time in the 
neighbourhood, I have already heard much of the 
old abbey, and shall be delighted to accept of your 
guidance, more especially as it opens up the way to 
our future intimacy. 

As oui' house lies in your road, perhaps you will 
kindly caU for me, and we can then go on together ? 

I am. 

Dear Miss 

Your very truly and obliged. 



From a young Lady to her Mamma icho is ill. 

My dear Mamma, 

I am very grieved to see you so, poorly, 
but I trust you will not make yoiu*self worse 
by troubling yourself about household affairs or 
thinking anxiously of me. I will see that every* 
thing is properly done, and I will attend to all my 
own duties just the same as though you were well, 
and able to look after me. 

But I most earnestly hope, my dear mamma, that 
you will soon be better, and I pray to God night 
and day for your speedy recoveiy. 
I am, my dear mamma, 
Your very affectionate daughter, 
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From ayoiing Lady who had called to take leave of 
a Lady, hut found her from home. 

27, Nelson Terrace, 15tli January, 18 — 

Dear Madam, 

I called upon you to-day for the pui*pose 
of taking my leiive of you, and as I return to school 
early to-morrow morning, I shall not have an 
opportunity of seeing you again till Midsummer. I 
now beg to express my thanks for your kindness to 
me, and for the many happy hours you have caused 
me to spend. Wishing you continued health and 
happiness, 

I remain, 

Dear madam. 

Your truly obliged. 



From a young Lady who has recently become jws- 
aessed of a Fortune, to one not so fortunate, 

Ballymensi, Ireland, 4tli January, 18 — 
My dear Lizzy, 

You will probably be surprised to hear 
that since I last had the pleasure of seeing you, I 
have, by the death of a distant relative, imexpectedly 
come into possession of considerable property. The 
will provides a handsome income for me imtil I am 
of age, and I am then to have the uncontrolled 
management of my fortune. 

Knowing that since the death of your dear parents 
your o"\vn lot in life is no longer the happy one it 
was, I hasten to propose to you to become a sharer 
in that good fortime which has been snatched from 
you and lavished upon myself. 

Touneed have no scruples of fala^ d<^\i<;:;dJc:^\si.^^^f^Ks^'^ 
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ing tliis offer, for I am already greatly in your debt, 
for many favours and kindnesses received from you 
and yours during the period 6f girlhood. I therefore 
trust you will not thwart me in my desire to be 
not generous, but just. 

I should like to see you at once over here ; and 
as the journey is expensive, and the wish is mine, 
you must do me the favour to apply the enclosed to 
the exigencies of the trip. 

When we see one another we can talk matters 
over ; and trusting you will not lose a moment in 
acceding to my desire. 

Believe me, 

My dear Lizzy, 
Your ever affectionate friend, 

Emma. 



k 



Ajiswer to the foregoing. 

London: 16, Herbert Street, E.C., 
6th January, 18 — 

My dear Emma, 

Many thanks for your noble and generous 
letter just received ; your conduct is no less than I 
expected of you, and for once Fortune has been 
reasonable in the selection of a recipient of her 
favours. 

While proffering you my warmest expressions of 
gratitude for your affectionate kindness, I must, at 
the same time, protest against the idea of becoming 
a pensioner on your bounty. I am blessed with 
good health, have received a liberal education, and 
ought to be able to earn a decent livelihood. 

I will, however, most gladly pay you a visit, and 
as there are aome relatives of mine residing in your 
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neighbourhood, it is possible that my joiinicy will 
lead to definite advantage. The enclosure you must 
allow me to r^ard as a loan. 

I shall start from here in four or five days, and 
■will let you know, the day previously, exactly when 
I am coming. Meanwhile, 

Believe me, 

My dear Emma, 
Your affectionate friend, 
^^__^____^ Lizzy. 

From a young Ladij to her younger Sister, with a 
few Words of Advice, 
My dear Sister, 

As you are about to take my place at the 
school which I have just left, you will not, I 
am sure, think a few words of advice ill-timed. Be 
diligent in your studies, obedient to the governess, 
kind and obliging to your schoolfellows. If, in 
learning, difi&culties occur, persevere. There are 
always difi&culties at the outset, and they are always 
to be overcome by application. I could add much 
more ; but the observance of these few simple rules 
will go far to ensure success, and to secure happi- 
ness. 

If, at any time, you are beset by troubles, such 
as I am aware will occasionally arise, confide them 
to me, and I will teach you how to conquer them. 

With the most heartfelt wishes for your progi-ess 
and happmess. 

Believe me. 

My dear sister. 

Yours very affectionately. 
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From a young Lady, welcoming a Friend hack to 

England, 

15, St. Catheiine's Crescent, 
Friday Evening. 

Mt dear Laura, 

At the very first moment of my hearing 
of your safe arrival in England, I hasten to welcome 
you back. 

I think that after the fatigues of your journey 
it would be taxing you too much to pay you a visit 
this evening, so I send these few lines to assure 
you that I have been on the look-out for you, and 
that our old friendship is not forgotten. 

I will come and see you early to-morrow, for I 
have much to tell you. 

Believe me. 
Dear Laura, 

Yours affectionately, 



From a young Gentleman to his Tutor. 

My dear Sir, 

I cannot suffer our connexion, which has 
been of so many years' duration, to terminate, with- 
out addressing you in such terms as will prove to 
you that I am sensible of the great care and kind- 
ness with which you have watched over me, and 
directed my education. 

Whatever success may mark my future career, I 
shall attribute in a great measure to your judgment 
in having directed my studies into the channels 
likely to lead to beneficial results. And as I mount, 
step by step, the ladder of life, I shall ever think 
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with gratitude of you, who led me to its foot and 
encoxiraged me to ascend. 

I trust that from time to time we shall meet, 
so that you may hear from my own lips the pro- 
gress that I am making, and that I may feel assured 
that all goes well with yourself. Should this privilege 
be denied me, I shall ever pray that every blessing 
in life may be yours, and shall count myself un- 
alterably. 

Your sincere and obliged friend. 



From a young Lady ivho has just returned from 
abroad to her Friend, 

Alfred Terrace, 6th April, 18— 

My dear Fanny, 

I cannot tell you how happy I feel at 
finding myself once more in England, and in the 
neighbourhood of my dear old friends. The farther 
I have travelled from home the nearer has my heart 
been to it, and often and often the words of the poet 
have occurred to me— 

*' Where'er I roam, whatever worlds I see, 
My heart antra veiled fondly turns to thee.'* 

But now that I have indeed returned, my joy 
knows no boimds. Everything appears so peaceiul, 
and yet so cheerful, so gladsome and yet so serene. 
Old haunts and familiar feces wear a new charm, 
and yet retain their original attractions and pleasant 
associations. 

AU that is now wanting to render my happiness 

complete is your society, my dear Fanny, and I 

trust that as soon as possible a.i\«t T^^wrvs^^ *^^K\a. 

\ — -i 
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you will come and see me, and stay as long as you 
can. 

You will find me a little changed-^papa calls it 
"Frenchified;" but whatever difference there may 
be in my outward appearance, my feelings have 
imdergone no alteration. 

And I am still, as ever, 
My dear Fanny, 

Your affectionate friend. 



From a young Gentleman to an influential Member 

of the Family^ who has promised his Friendship. 

London : 10, Montgomery Street, 
14tli July, 18— 

Dear Sir, 

As you have for so many years taken an 
interest in my welfare, and have asked me to report 
from time to time the progress I am making in my 
education, I beg to inform you that I have pursued 
my studies with considerable success ; and, in addi- 
tion to the ordinary branches of education, have 
gained a fair knowledge of French, Grerman, and 
Italian. 

It is chiefly to perfect myself in these languages 
that I am about to return to school for another half 
year ; and at the end of that time I trust I shall 
be qualified for any appointment your kind influence 
may obtain for me. 

With many thanks for your kindness, and best 
wishes for your health and happiness, 

I remain, 
Dear Sir, 

Your truly obliged 
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From a young Lady to her Papa, with a Pair of 

Slippers, 
My dear Papa, 

I beg your acceptance of the pair of slip- 
pers which you will find to-night at the foot of your 
easy chair, they have proved during the last few 
weeks the most pleasurable occupation of my leisure 
hours. 

I hope these specimens of my handiwork will please 
you, that you will wear them during many, many 
happy hours by our pleasant fireside, and that some- 
times as you draw them on, you will bestow a 
thought upon her, who will ever be 

Your dutiful and affectionate daughter. 



From a young Lady to a Friend, with a Ticket 

for a Concert, 

Sidney Lodge, Thursday. 
Dear Barbara, 

I enclose you a concert ticket for Monday, 
and if your mamma will allow you to go we will 
call and take you up on our way. 

Yours affectionately, 



From a young Lady, who is going to London, to 

another young Lady, 

Granby Villa, 7tli August, 18— 
Dear Miss Brown, 

I write to say that I am going to London 
to-morrow, and I shall be happy to undertake any 
commission you may desire to k'a.'^^ ^-xassvij^.^^. 
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shall start by the 2 p.m. train, and any communica- 
tion will be in time up to within an hour of my 
departure. 

I am, 

Dear Miss — — 

Youi's very truly, 



• Answer to the foregoing. 

The Combe, 8tli August, 18— 

Dear Miss — 

In reply to your obliging note I should 
esteem it a great favour if you would take charge 

of the accompanying packet for Mr. . It is of 

some importance, and might not reach him if sent 
through the ordinary channel. 

Thanking you for your kindness, and wishing you 
a pleasant journey. 

Believe me. 

Dear Miss 

Yours very truly. 



From a young Gentleman who is going to enter ujyon 

Life J to his Friend at School, 

London : 52, Booth Street, 
1st January, 18 — 

Dear Harry, 

It has been determined that I shall dis- 
continue going to school, and at once prepare myself 
for the business of life, so that you and I will have 
no more games together, nor be able to help one 
another in our lessons. 
But bjr-and-by your turn "wWi com^ t» leave 
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school also, and although I shall have slightly the 
start of you, we shall no doubt often meet hereafter, 
and be able to enjoy each other's society as for- 
merly. 

Meanwhile, I trust you will continue well and 
happy, and that you will always remember me as 
your old friend, 

I shall ever be 

Yours very sincerely, 



From a young Lady to a Friend complaining of 

Coolness. 

Rose Cottage, Wednesday evening. 
My dear Ada, 

I cannot any longer refrain from writing 

to you upon a subject which has for some time past 

given me considerable uneasiness. 

I have noticed that your manner towards me of 
late has not been of that free and cordial nature 
which characterized it formerly ; there exists a cold- 
ness and restraint quite foreign to yoiu' nature, 
which is painful for me to witness, and still more 
painftil to reflect upon. 

I cannot bear to think that a friendship of so 
long a standing as ours has been should be broken 
off, or disturbed by some trifling misunderstanding 
which might be easily adjusted or explained away. 
I cannot charge myself with having given you cause 
of offence, but I may have done so unintentionally, 
and I therefore beg of you to tell me unreservedly 
whether I have said or done aught to offend you, 
and I will willingly make aU the reparation in my 
power. 
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Did I not set a high value on your friendship, I 
should not have taken the trouble to seek this ex- 
planation. I trust, then, you will view my motive 
in its proper light, and prove that you also appre- 
ciate my good opinion by acceding to my request. 
Trusting that I shall soon hear from you, 
Believe me. 

My dear Ada, 

Yours very sincerely, 
Maria. 

Answer to the foregoing. 

The Limes, Thursday. 
My dear Maria, 

I hasten to assure you that your mis- 
givings are perfectly groundless, and that I enter- 
tain for you at the present moment the same feelings 
of friendship and esteem that I always have. 

While you, on your part, are imconscious of 
having given offence, so am I on mine of having 
exhibited any coldness towards you; at the same 
time I plead guilty to not having been so cheerful 
and lighthearted lately as is my wont, and this may 
have tinged my manner with a reticence and reserve 
which we are all apt to attribute to inconstancy or 
coldness. 

The truth is, my dear Maria, that there have 
been some troubles in our family lately, which I 
have taken very much to heart, and which in spite 
of all my efforts to shake them off, oppress me 
heavily. I cannot well explain this matter to you 
in a letter, but I hope to see you in a day or two, 
when I will tell you all. I should have confided 
the secret to you before, but I did iiiot wish to 
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harass yoii unnecessarily, and I gave myself credit 
for being able to disguise my feelings sufficiently to 
prevent your detecting anything by my outward 
beai-ing. Since, however, I have betrayed myself, 
and you exact this confession from me, I shall, when 
we meet again, unburden my mind to you, and seek 
consolation in that sympathy which I know you vnXl 
be ready to accord. 

Mejinwhile, again assuring you of my tmalterable 
friendship, believe me. 

My dear ^Faria, 

Yoiu's very sincerely, 

Ada. 



From a yovvg Lady at the Seaside to a Friend. 

Asbley-sur-Mer, 20tli August, 18 — 

My dear Florence, 

After informing you that we arc all quite 
well, you will doubtless like to hear at what sort of 
place we are located. 

Ashley is very prettily situated on the coast in 
the form of a bay, and as the sands are wide and 
even, and the shore is a shelving one, every oppor- 
tunity is afforded for bathing, boating, and other 
seaside recreations. 

The cliiF ascends with a gentle slope : it is covered 
with vegetation, and is here and there studded vnXh 
coppices which form a most agreeable shade from the 
heat of the sun. Hither we bring our needlework 
or our books, and, planting our camp-stools beneath 
the spreading boughs of a large tree, we sit for 
hoiurs enjoying the air. 

From the summit of tKe cWS. ^\si"a.^K>X\sy5is^"^^s^ 
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is to be obtained of the sea for many miles, and, by 
the aid of our telescope, we can decipher the names 
and figure-heads of the ships, and discern people 
moving about on the decks. We can also obtain a 
view of the opposite coast, and when the weather is 
clear, have no difficulty in making out the churches, 
farm-houses, &c. 

Occasionally, w^hen the sea is calm, we go for a 
sail in one of the many boats which are let on hire ; 
sometimes we content ourselves with sailing out a 
certain distance and returning ; at other times we 
take a trip to a little island about six miles distant, 
where we stroll about for an hour or two, and thus 
find an agreeable change. 

There are also some pretty dnves in the neigh- 
bourhood, and the adjacent villages, from their 
picturesque and romantic appearance, well repay a 
visit. Aroimd us, too, are shady lanes, the nightin- 
gale's favomute haunt, and here, when the evenings 
are fine and moonlight, we wander, and listen to 
that sweetest of all music. 

I could employ many sheets of paper in 
describing our present abode, but you -svill probably 
be able to glean from this imperfect sketch that we 
arc residing at a very pretty and pleasant place. 
How much I Avish that you could come and share 
OTU' enjoyment 1 

The post leaves here early, so I am obliged to 
close my letter abruptly; and with kind remem- 
brances, believe me, 

My dear Florence, 

Your affectionate friend, 
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From a young Lady in the Country to a Friend in 

London, 
Upland Farm, Mayfield, 15th July, 18— 

My dear Emily, 

The person from whom you receive this letter 
is no longer a denizen of to-svn, but a thorough-going 
coimtrywoman. Yes, I have become perfectly ini- 
tiated into the customs, habits, employments, and 
mysteries of coimtry life. 

I rise at six o'clock and retire to rest at nine. I 
pass most of my time in the open air, so that I fancy 
I am becoming quite ruddy and robust, and cer- 
tainly, I am tanned as brown as a gipsy. 

I can milk a little, chiurn a little, brew a little, 
bake a little, and in short, do a little of everything 
in connexion with farm life. I am just now busy 
in helping at haymaking, and after harvest I have 
promised two or three poor old crippled women to 
do some gleaning for them. 

Our fare, I need scarcely tell you, is plain and 
simple. I am getting to be quite a lover of bacon, 
and do not at all object to a glass of home-brewed 
ale. Our meal times also are most primitively or- 
dered. We breakfast at seven, dine at twelve, have 
tea at four, and supper at eight. All this regularity 
and simplicity are having a beneficial effect upon mo, 
while personally it is not at all distasteful to me. 

A good deal of my time is spent in the garden, a 
portion of which has been marked off for my special 
culture, and as I take great pleasure in gardening, 
my show of flowers and plants is, I can assure you, 
no discreditable one. 

Sometimes I take a stroll down * the street,' as 
they call it, and have a gom\i m\J£v^^^^^^^'^'^ 
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who happen to be sitting at their doors or standing 
at their gates. 

The village is thinly populated, and the houses are 
few, but pretty. The church is about half a mile 
distant, and stands on the top of a hill. It is an odd, 
old-fashioned building, and must have been erected 
many years ago. 

And now the shades of evening are beginning to 
gather, which warns me that I must put by my 
wilting and think of going to bed like a good little 
girl. So good night. 

My dear Emily, 
I remain 

Yours affectionately. 



From a young Lady to a younger Sister, respecting 

the keeping of a Diary. 
My dear Sister, 

In answer to your inquiry how a diary 
should be kept, I will give you my idea, although I 
do not presume to say that it is a perfectly correct 
one. 

Do not neglect to enter the events of the day each 
night before retiring to rest; if left for the following 
day many things are likely to be forgotten. Set 
down the items in brief terms and simple language. 
State as facts, only such things as you have seen, 
not adopting the mere report of other persons. Do 
not consider anything too trivial. Let your reflec- 
tions, opinions, &c., be sparingly sprinkled over the 
narrative; avoid personalities, for your diary may 
meet eyes not intended to peruse it, and pos- 
sj'bly give pain, althougli \iivm\,eti\.\oiv?c\VY. ^lake 
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your diary the record of your progress, and to a 
certain extent your monitor, so that on referring 
back from time to time you can assure yourself that 
you are going forward, not backward. Be particular 
about dates, so as to avoid confusion. Always keep 
pen and ink handy, so that you may not be impeded 
in your diary-keeping. 

. These are a few rules which occur to me ; others 
will no doubt suggest themselves to you — at all 
events, a diary, if kept with ordinary care, will 
always afford you interest and entertainment. 

Your affectionate sister. 



Fro7n a young Lady in London to a Friend in the 

Counti^. 

London: 32, George's Street, W. 
12th December, 18— 
My DEAR Rosa, 

I was so bewildered the first few days of 
my visit here that I really could not collect my scat- 
tered senses sufficiently to give you a consistent 
account of my proceedings. I will, however, en- 
deavour to do so now. 

First, then, you must know that the house where 
I am staying is situated in one of the busiest and 
liveliest parts of London, so that if I were not to stir 
out all day, I should find quite enough to amuse me 
by looking out of the window. 

Secondly, you will be pleased to learn that the 
lady with whom I am staying is kind, thoughtful, 
and energetic. She says that as my visit is short 
I must see all that is to be seen ; and not content 
with saying thus much, die ^o.^iOTJi^^ss^'^'^ ^cj!^^V:»^6Sik. 
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the exhibitions, &c., and describes the principal ob- 
jects of interest. 

Among the sights that I have seen are the British 
Museum, comprising statues, pictures, stuffed ani- 
mals, birds, &c., coins and medals, specimens of 
mineral produce, and a variety of other objects; 
the National GaUery, a fine collection of pictures ; 
the Brompton Museum, pictures, specimens of in- 
dustrial arts, machinery, &c. ; the Tower of London ; 
the armoury, the royal jewels, and the guard, or beef- 
eaters, as they are called, are a sight of themselves; the 
Thames Timnel, a passage formed under the Thames, 
through which you can walk with the water above 
you, and yet be quite dry ; the Houses of Parlia- 
ment, where the Peers and Commons sit ; the 
CJourts of Law, where trials are heard ; two or 
three of the theatres; the Italian Operas, where 
there was not only beautiful singing and music, but 
one of the most splendid assemblages of persons I 
have ever seen. 

Independently of these exhibitions, the streets are 
in themselves worth seeing. The continual throng 
of people of all ages, classes, and countries, and the 
vehicles and horses which from an early hour in the 
morning till late at night take possession of the 
streets, would astonish you. 

When I see you I shall have a budget of news for 
you, and I have written this, only by way of whet- 
ting your appetite. For the present, therefore, 
adieu! 

And believe me. 
My dear Eosa, 

Your affectionate friend, 
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From a young Lady wJio is about to go abroad, to a 

Friend, 

Southampton, 12th April, 18^ 
My dear Anna, 

These wDl probably be the last lines I 

shall pen in England for many years. In a few 

hours I shall be on board our ship, and in a day or 

two I shall have taken my last look of Old England. 

So you see, dear Anna, that you are the last in 
my thoughts, and I hope you will also think of me. 
You remember our compact, that I am to write you 
a letter by every mail, and that you are to do the 
same to me. Be sure and let me know all that is 
going on, even to the most trifling circumstance, so 
long as it concerns our friends and acquaintances. 

This note must be necessarily brief, for I have 
even now much to do. Farewell, and God bless you, 
is the parting" prayer of 

Your ever affectionate friend, 



From a young Gentleman to a Lady ivho has been 
kind to his widowed Mother. 

Bristol, 10th May, 18— 

Dear Madam, 

Be pleased to accept my warmest thanks 
for the great kindness you have shown to my poor 
mother in the hour of her affliction. Had it not 
been for your timely care and prompt solicitude I 
know not what the consequence would have been, 
and my mother, myself, and all of us regard you as 
a ministering angel sent by heaven when all on eartk 
seemed to have deserted us. 
I am but young, and our gtiei \aT^c,«tv\,^\svs^,V<3^ 
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ever long I may live, and whatever my fortune may 
be, I shall remember to the latest moment of my 
existence your disinterested and noble generosity. 

In conclusion let me hoper that you may never 
experience in your own person the trouble you are 
so ready to relieve. May our united prayers be 
heard for your health and happiness ! 

I remain, 

Dear madam, 
Yoiu* faithful and obliged servant, 



From a younj Lady to a Fnend in Australia, 

London, 29, Hambro* Street, 

i2th March, 18— 

My dear Priscilla, 

I duly received your letter of the , 

and am very happy to find that you are completely 
settled in your newly-adopted country. 

Since your departure very little of consequence 
has occurred, and I fear that I shall not be able to 
render this letter so interesting as you would wish 
it to be. I have sent you a newspaper regularly 
every week, in which you will see all that is going 
on among the public, so that what I have to write 
about is only the history of the doings of our ac- 
quaintances and friends. 

Miss , who was engaged so long to !Mr. , 

is at length manied : the wedding was a very ga}'- 
one, and the bride was most charmingly dressed. 
They are gone for their wedding-tour to Paris. Poor 

Mr. , whom you may remember so strong and 

healthy, died suddenly last Monday ; his widow is 
in great distreaa of mind, but I beUeve she is left 
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pretty well off. My cousin George lias obtained an 
appointment in London in a merchant's counting- 
house, and, if he behaves himself, is likely to do well. 
My sister Barbara has gone on a visit to our uncle 
Anderson, whose pet you know she is. 

There has been a sad fire in our street at the 
Thompsons, who lost nearly all of their fur- 
niture, and had a narrow escape of their lives. 

Mrs. has had the misfortune to have her 

house robbed : the thieves broke in while the poor 
old lady was at church. They made off with all her 
plate, and a large sum of money. 

In our own home, things jog on in their usual 
course. We have had two or three parties, at which 
you were sadly missed, and every one asked after 
you. 

As for myself I am much the same as ever, but 
sometimes low-spirited for want of your companion- 
ship. 

I must now bring this epistle to a close, and 

hope you will not be angry with me for making it 

so brief. We all unite in best wishes and kind 

love. 

And I remain, 

My dear Priscilla, 

Your very affectionate friend. 



From a young Lady to a Friend^ apologizing for 

a Disappointment. 
My dear Lydu, 

Pray forgive me for having disappointed 

you on Monday. I am afraid you will think mo 

very rude, but I assure ycu tlie ^\^w^^w^\\.\$^ss^a^. ^-sc^ 
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beyond my control. Just as I was setting out for 

your house, my mamma was taken suddenly ill ; I 

could not, of course, leave her in that state, so I 

stayed with her, and I am certain you will be the 

last to blame me for preferring duty to pleasure. 

I am happy to say that mamma is considerably 

better, and I hope to be able to call upon you in a 

day or two. 

I am, 

"My dear Lydia, 

Yours affectionately, 



Froin a young Gentleman to his Brother at School, 
who sai/s he is unhappy, 

Ijondon : 14, Montague Street, 
7th February, 18— 
My DEAR Brother, 

You must not be dispirited because you 
find school differs from home. I know the feeling 
well : for the first month or two that I was at school, 
I felt very unhappy, but after a little while it wore 
off, and I was as merry as the rest. So it will be with 
you, you may depend on it. Now look at me; in a 
fortnight's time I shall be articled to a lawyer, and I 
daresay I shall not like it very well at first, but I 
shall remember what I have told you, and put the 
best face on the matter. 

Mamma is going to send you down a box next 
week, and I shall put something inside. You shall 
hear from me now and then, and I shall always be, 

Your affectionate brother, 
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From a young Lady to a Friend whom she has 

recently visited. 

Burton Road, Birkenhead, 
12th January, 18—- 
My deah Louisa, 

I arrived home safely and well ; and before 
the post goes out, I write a few lines to thank you for 
your hospitality and kindness. I shall ever remem- 
ber the visit I have ju3fc paid you as one of the 
pleasantest weeks in my lif'o, and I trust that when 
you come to see us next summer you will retain as 
delightful a recollection of your visit as I do of 
mine. 

I will write you a longer letter in a few days ; 
meanwhile, with the kindest wishes, 
Believe me. 

My dear Louisa, 

Your affectionate friend, 



From a young Lady to her Grandmamma^ who is iJlj 
offering to come and attend on her. 

London : 14, Henley Terrace, 
25th July, 18— 

Mv DKAR Grandmamma, 

It grieved me very much to hear that yoii 
were so ill ; and knowing that Bridget, although a 
very good servant, is not a very tender nurse, I 
hiisten to offer to nurse you myself. I feel sure 
that your recovery -will in a great measure depend 
upon the care and attention you receive; and I 
hope you will allow me the opportunity of bestowing 
these upon you, so that we may hereafter bQ»l\s.\^*«:^'^ 
the pleasure of reflecting t\ia\. \ \vx>.^^\i^'5i».^ \a ^^-^^^ 
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extent, instrumental in bringing about your return 
to health. 

Do grant my request ! One line will be suffi- 
cient ; and the instant I receive it, I will take the 
train and come down to you. 

AYitli heartfelt prayers for your recover}', 

I remain, 

My dear grandmother. 
Your very affectionate granddaughter. 



From, n yomig Lady to her Cousin, with a description 

of the new house. 

Ilolford House, Burnley, 10th October, 18 — 
My DEAR Cousin, 

Now that the bustle and worry attendant 
on removal are over, and we have, as the saying is, 
put things "a little to rights," I will attempt to 
give you a description of our new domicile. It is a 
square, compact building, containing twelve rooms. 
It stands on a gentle slope, a short distance out of 
the main road, and from tlie upper windows com- 
mands an extensive view of the surrounding coiuitry. 
All the rooms are spacious, light, and airy, especially 
the drawing-room and parlour — the latter being fitted 
Avith bay windows, which give it an appearance of 
greater extent, and render it particularly pleasant. 
Papa has a study, which can be made very snug in 
winter, while in the fine weather, its aspect is very 
cheerful, as it looks out into the back garden and 
adjoining meadows. This said garden is large and 
well stocked with flowers, plants, and fruit-trees; 
and there ia attached to it a small piece of pasture 
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laud — just the tbiug for our pony ; and some day we 
may ari-ive at the dignity of keeping a cow. 

Our house is more conveniently fitted-up than are 
the majority of town residences : we are well supplied 
with good old-fashioned cupboards, sideboards, &c., 
which modern builders affect to think out of date 
and unnecessary. Our domestic conveniences are 
also on illiberal scale — kitchen, pantry, scullery, &c., 
well provided with all means and appliances. We 
have an excellent supply of water, gas laid on, 
and, in short, the house approaches as nearly to the 
perfection of a human habitation as possible. 

Papa is perfectly satisfied, mamma is delighted; 
and we are all of us pleased with our new acquisition. 

Before closing this epistle, I have to give you 
an invitation from mamma to spend a fortnight with 
us at Christmas in o^or new house, so that you may 
see and judge for yourself. And now for the present 
farewell, and with love to all, 

Believe mo 

Your affectionate cousin, 



From a yoiuiy Ladfj to a Friend^ requesting her Carte- 

de-visite. 

Brisbane Villa, Saturday. 
Dear Marie, 

I am forming in my albimi a kind of por- 
trait gallery, or collection of familiar and friendly 
faces ; will you permit me the privilege of adding 
}'our carte-de-visite to this goodly company, so that 
my collection may be as complete and well-favoured 
as possible ? 
I was on the point oi i^to\iOs^xv^ tk^ q.^^ cox-v.'i.xs^ 
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return ; but, on second thoughts, the bribe will not 
perhaps form a sufficient inducement ; I must there- 
fore appeal to your friendship rather than to your 
interest; and on this consideration ask you to 
oblige, 

Yom's affectionately. 



From a young Lady to Iter Cousin, inviting her 

to a Soiree. 

Florence Villa, Monday. 

My DEAR Cousin, 

We are going to have a soiree on Thui'sday 
evening, and as the gathering would not be complete 
without your charming society, I write to ask you 
to favour us with your company ! Be so kind as to 
bring your last collection of operatic pieces, which 
you play so magnificently, and which will add 
materially to the pleasure of the evening. 
Hoping you will not disappoint us, 

I am. 
My dear cousin, 

Yours very affectionately. 



/ 
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THE LOVEK'S OKACLE. 



From a Gentleman to a Lady whom he has seen hut 

once, 

Mordan Grove, 1st May, 18 — 
Madam, 

Prompted by an impulse which I cannot 

control, and impelled onward by a passion which 

overwhelms every other consideration, I have dared 

to address yon with the hope faint, yet deathless, 

that Fortune, which sometimes seconds a desperate 

resolve, may thus far favour me. 

I acknowledge that, previous to yesterday, my 
eyes had never beheld you ; but no sooner did you 
flash across my path than I felt enchained, enrap- 
tured, and experienced an instantaneous and vivid 
impression to which I had hitherto been a stranger. 

I could not remain easy a moment longer Avithout 
ascertaining yoiu* name and address. To accomplish 
this, I had the boldness to follow your footsteps, and 
ibr this and subsequent acts of temerity, I seek your 
pardon, and imi)lor(' you to overlook the offence for 
the sentiment which occasioned it. 

That I should be charmed at first sight by so fair 
a presence cannot be inconsistent in itself, or a 
matter of sui-prise to you ; doubtless this is not the 
first instance by many of your having led the senses 
captive on the instant. It may, however, be the 
first time of your having been addressed under 
similar circumstances •, so tWX,, -^VAc; <5f{k!^^-t^'V'5;^^sJ5j5i 
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outside the banier, I have entered tlie lists, and set 
my lance in rest. 

For this display of eagerness and impetuosity, lot 
me ask your forgiveness, and at the same time 
remind you that it is not altogether incompatiblo 
with real regard, which some suppose should be of 
slow and gradual gi'owth. 

I venture to assert, however, that in every case 
where two hearts are concerned, affection has had 
its birth in some instantaneous impression or sudden 
impulse. Esteem, respect, and regard, which accom- 
pany the tender passion, follow afterwards. The 
heart is first impressed witli a hasty sketch, and the 
outline is at a later date filled in. 

I trust, therefore, madam, that, although this 

communication emanates from one to whom you are 

unknown, you "will not conceive it to be wholly 

undeserving of notice ; but that you may be induced 

to hold out some hope, however slight, and to 

favour me with a few words of reply, from which I 

may extract hope to animate me, and encoui'agement 

to persevere. 

I have the honom' to be, 

Madam, 

Your most obedient and devoted servant. 



To Miss 



From a Gentleumnto a Lady whom he has met casually. 

27, Margaret Street, 23rd June, 18 — 

I trust you will pardon the liberty which a 
comparative stranger takes in thus addressing you. 
I confess I can advance no stronger claim to your 
notice than that of having fre(\\\exv\\7 m^V. ^cfvx. \w 
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your walks, and having seen you many times at 
chiu-cli ; and I should not have dared to take tliis 
somewhat unusual step, but for the conviction of the 
utter hopelessness of my ever gaining admission to 
your presence through the ordinary medium of in- 
troduction. 

Pray, madam, do me the favoiu* to believe that 
the words I venture to address to you are not dic- 
tated by any idle fancy or transient passion. For 
weeks, for months, your form has taken possession 
of my faculties, and youi' image has become indelibly 
engraved upon my heart, until at length, emboldened 
by despair, and urged on by hope, I resolved to 
approach you in the manner I now do — the only 
way indeed which suggested itself to me as the least 
likely to cause you disquietude and emban^assment, 
and the best calculat(?d to procure for me a favour- 
able hearing. 

I flatter myself that, from the munber of times I 
have had the pleasure of meeting you — although in 
a casual way — ^you liave taken sufficient notice of 
me to possess some slight knowledge of my personal 
appearance ; and, as I have appended my name and 
address to this commimication, the opportunity will 
be afforded you — ^if you "svill deign so far to favour 
me — of making inquiries respecting my character 
and position. 

This accomplished, I most respectfully crave per- 
mission to wait upon you, so that I may deliver with 
my own lips those sentiments which have for so 
long a period absorbed my thoughts. 

Once more, madam, I entreat you to regard with 
an indulgent eye the liberty I have taken, and to 
attribute my boldness not to ^-^^xiX. <2^l$sXift."ssss^'^^ 
but to a sincere andirtei^T^^Wiai'i^^Jisy^^^ ^'^sgssA.-v 
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wliicli, Hxed iii^on the attainment of a priceless pos- 
session, sees no obstacle, and owns no impediment. 

Trusting that you "Nvill favour me and honour nie 
Avith a rejily, I bog to subscribe myself. 

Madam, 
Your most humble and devoted servant, 



To Miss 



Answer (favourable) to the foregoing. 

16, Berkeley Crescent, 27 th June, 18 — 
Sir, 

I scarcely know whether I am acting 

rightly in answering your communication, and I 
certainly should not have done so but for the re- 
spectful and apparently earnest tone in which you 
have addressed me. 

You must not, however, misinterpret this conces- 
sion as giving you any immediate encouragement ; 
and I must at once apprise you that I cannot accede 
to your request of a personal inter^dew. I am living 
here under the care of my aunt ; to her I have shown 
your letter, and she bids me say that if you think 
proper to call and see her any evening, she will give 
you a hearing. 

My subsequent detennination will in a great 
measure depend upon the coimsel I shall receive, 
joined to my own feelings and inclination. Beyond 
this, I cannot for the j^resent say more, excepting that 

I remain, 
Sir, 
Yours respectfully, 

2b Mr. 
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Ansii'er (unfavourable.) 

Mordan Avenue, 27th June, 18 — 
Sir, 

To your extraordinary letter I have nothing 
to reply, beyond informing you that such communi- 
cations are most unacceptable, and I beg that all 
ftirther correspondence may cease. 

I am. 
Sir, 

Yours, &c.. 



To Mr. 



From a Gentleman disclosing a Passion he has long 
felff but hitherto concealed. 

AVimblodon, 17th July, 18— 

Madam, 

I know not how many letters, having a pur- 
port similar to that which I have now the boldness to 
address to you, I have written and destroyed. Nor can 
I say how long my heart has become possessed of the 
warmest esteem and the most ardent admiration for 
you. 

Language fails to express how sedulously I have 
watched your every movement, how breathlessly I 
have hung upon each word you have uttered. What 
joy and happiness have been diffused by your 
presence ! by your absence, what desolation and de- 
jection I When, at times, you have spoken to me in 
that kind and winning manner peculiarly your own, 
I have been overwhelmed with ecstasy ; and often 
have I lived for days and nights upon the remem- 
brance of one of your sweet smiles. 

But how, I often ask m^^^\£.j «cdl\ •viNafc^sjssssss. 
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worthy of such excellence and perfection? By 
what steps am I to reach the height to which I have 
dared to aspire ? Oh, madam, did I not know your 
kindness of disposition and your goodness of heart, I 
should now lay down my pen in despair, and count 
my aim as hopeless. But knowing as I do that you 
will leniently judge my demerits, and favourably 
estimate any qualities which, haply, I may possess, I 
am not wholly without hope that I may ultimately 
be enabled to win my way into your gracious favour. 

To accomplish this, no opportunity shall be missed, 
no effort spared, no toil denied. I shall consider 
myself as devoted to your service — amply repaid by 
a few occasional words of approbation and encourage- 
ment, and supremely blest can I but receive the 
assurance that the prize for which I am striving shall 
one day be mine. 

May I trespass for a brief space further on your 
attention, by requesting most respectfully the favour 
of a few lines in reply, which I shall await with 
eagerness, impatience, and anxiety. 

I am. 
Madam, 
Your devoted, humble servant, 



To Miss 



V Answer {favourable) to the foregoing, 

CoUingwood Grove, 21st July, 18 — 
Sir, 

I have received your letter, in which you prob- 
ably have undervalued your own qualities as much as 
you have over-estimated mine. At all events, from 
what I have seen of you, the opmou 1 Viw^ f otmad 
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is by no means to your prejudice, and I offer no 
objection to your proposals. 

But you must receive this reply conditionally, for 
before proceeding further, I must consult my mother, 
whose will in all things I obey. Should she be 
favourably disposed towards you, you will, in all 
probability, hear from her or me in the course of a 
few days. Meantime, 

I remain. 
Sir, 
Yours obediently, 

To Esq. 



A nswer (uvfavourdble), 

Hampton Place, 20th July, 18— 
Sir, 

I regret that you should have persuaded 
yourself into entertaining towards me sentiments 
which I am forced to tell you can never be recipro- 
cated. 

In retiurning this answer, I assure you that it is 
not from a want of perception of your worth, or 
appreciation of your merit ; on the contrary, I ever 
shall esteem you, as I always have done, and I am 
pained on your account that I cannot say more than 

this. 

I am. 

Sir, 
Yours truly and respectfully, 

To ^_Esq. 
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From a Gentlemati advanced in Years to a young 

Lady, 
Wbitmoro Purk, 4th December, 18 — 

Madam, 

You will probably be astonished on peru- 
sing the contents of this letter, but I trust, never- 
theless, that I shall not offend you by what I have 
written, nor suggest occasion for ridicule. 

I cannot disguise from you the fact that I am 
many years your senior, and, according to every- 
day notions, I ought not to address you in any 
other strain than that which an elderly friend 
might adopt. But if I venture to overstep the pre- 
scribed limits, I must seek for an excuse in your 
loveliness and amiability, which have taken so 
strong a hold of me, as to make me forget aught 
else but that I admire you ardently and esteem you 
tenderly. 

The world, I am aware, is apt to censure a imion 
where a dispaiity of years is conspicuous ; but per- 
mit me to remark that there are alliances far more 
ill-assorted, in which, it is true, there is an agree- 
ment of age, but a want of harmony in views, tastes, 
and sentiments, provocative of more unhappiness 
than the binding of youth with age. 

Should you honour me with your hand, my 
endeavour would be, by constant solicitude and 
affection, to make you forget or overlook my grey 
hairs ; whilst, in common gratitude for your having 
consented to cheer my declining days, the remnant 
of my life should be devoted to consulting your in- 
terests and gratifying your wishes. 

I trust you will not think I am hinting at a bribe 
when I state that my means are more than ample 
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to procure for you every comfort and luxury that 

life can afford ; and when I am gone I shall be 

able to secure to you a provision befitting a lady. 

i\j'dently trusting that you may be prevailed 

upon to reply, 

I remain, 

Madam, 

Your sincere admirer, 



To Miss 



Answer {favourable) to the foregoing. 

5, Beaumont Terrace, 12th December, 18 — 

Sir, 

I need scarcely say that I was quite un- 
prepared for a communication of the nature of that 
which you have addressed to me, and it has taken 
me some time to decide upon so difficult and delicate 
a matter. 

I recognise the truth of your statement that there 
are many alliances ill-assorted from other causes 
than disparity of age ; and from what I have seen 
and heard of you, I am inclined to believe that any 
difference in this direction would be compensated 
for by extra kindness and care. I, therefore, offer 
no opposition to the wishes you have expressed. 

On Wednesday next I am going to the house of 

my brother-in-law, Mr. , and if you call there 

in the evening you will se 



Yoiurs faithfully, 



To Esq. 
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Ansiver {unfavourahle), 

44, Wyndham Street, 7th December, 18— 
Sir, 

lu reply to your letter, I beg to say that I 

do not consider disparity of age a barrier in itself, 

provided the younger companion has a taste for 

quietude and seclusion, and is content to lead a 

retired life. But I do not scruple to confess that, 

for the present at least, I am differently disposed ; 

and I feel certain that this would be the source of 

irritation on one side and repining on the other, 

and of consequent unhappiness to both. 

While thanking you, therefore, for your kind 

expressions and intentions, I must beg to decliue 

the honour of your proposals; and with best 

wishes, 

I am. Sir, 

Yours respectfully and sincerely, 
To Esq. 



From a Gentleman to a Lady whom he has 
occasionally met at Parties. 

14j St. George's Square, 22nd January, 18 — 

Madam, 

Although 1 have had the honour and hap- 
piness of meeting you on several occasions in society, 
it has been under such circumstances as precluded 
my addressing you in other language than that 
adopted in ordinary social intercourse. I trust, 
therefore, you wiU pardon me for having taken this 
method of communicating to you, for the first time, 
a subject of serious and dehcate import. 

The numerous opportunities for observation that 
hare been afforded me, Kave aexv^d to coTmnce me 
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that the lady I am addressing, possesses moral quali- 
ties and mental endowments equal to her personal 
graces. These combined attractions have made a 
deep and lasting impression upon me, and to their 
possessor I beg most respectfully, most sincerely, to 
tender my homage. 

As I may happily claim the privilege of being 
not altogether a stranger to you, my antecedents, as 
well as my present position, are matters with which 
you are already, possibly, acquainted ; and with re- 
gard to my character, I trust that any of the friends 
beneath whose roof we have met, will be able to 
inform you satisfactorily. 

If, therefore, madam, you do not regard my ap- 
peal with disfavour, may I beg the honour of an 
interview, in order that I may speak to you more 
fully upon the subject to which I have here briefly 
alluded ? 

Anxiously awaiting your reply, 

I remain, 

Madam, 
Your most obedient servant, 



To Miss 



Amwev {favourable) to the foregoing, 

Streatham, 26th January, 18—^ 
BiR, 

Although I cannot affect to have no know- 
ledge of you, I must at the same time confess that I 
have hitherto viewed you in the light of a casual 
acquaintance, and it has never suggested itself to me 
that you regarded me in any other character. 
Your communication, thex^foxe^tas^ \sJ5Ksa. xaaV^ 
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surprise ; and for the present I must be excused 

from saying more than that I should wish to have 

further opportunities of forming my judgment, and 

of consulting with my friends upon so important 

and weighty a question. Meanwhile, 

I remain, 

Sir, 

Kespectfully yours, 
To Esq. 



Sir, 



Answer (unfavourable), 

Langdale Road, I5th January, 18 — 



While thanking you for the flattering terms 
in which you speak of me, I have no alternative — 
from circumstances which I need not explain — than 
that of declining the honour you proffer. 

At the same time I beg to express a hope that, 
notwithstanding this reply, the friendly terms upon 
which we have hitherto met will be in no degree 
altered. 

I am. 
Sir, 
Yours respectfully. 

To Esq. 



From a Tradesman to a Lady, 

High Street, 6th June, 18 — 
Madam, 

In venturing to address tliese lines to you, 

/ trust you will not count me unworthy of your 

notice because I am engaged ici ttad^\ xvox ^^\. ^ow 
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* 

will deem the pursuit of commerce incompatible 
with refined sentiments and honourable esteem. 

It is true that up to the present moment the only 
communications with which you have honoured me 
have been those of a business nature; but even 
these every-day opportunities have sufficed to reveal 
your worth, and have permitted me to entertain 
and cherish for you a well-founded and lasting 
regard. 

My having resided here for so many years must 
render my character pretty well known, and I trust 
that the reports which have reached you have 
served to impress you favourably with my character. 
I may also inform you that my business is in a 
prosperous state, extending and increasing season by 
season, so as to afford a reasonable prospect of my 
being able, in the course of a few years, to retire 
upon an independence. 

All that is wanting to render my lot in life a truly 
enviable one is a wife ; and if, madam, you would 
deign to Ksten to my proposals, I should have both 
the desire and ability to render your new position 
one of comfort, and I trust of happiness. 

Should this communication appear at first sight 
sudden and abrupt, I must beg of you to consider 
the peculiar circumstances in which I am placed, 
prohibiting, as they do, those opportunities of 
gradually contracting an intimacy which are allowed 
to persons of more leisure and freedom of action. 

Trusting that I may have the happiness to receive 
a favourable reply, 

I remain, Madam, 
Yours very respectfully and tcvcVj^ 
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From a yonng Professional Man to a Lady, 

Abbot's Walk, 7th July, 18— 

Dear Madam, 

I am bold enough to flatter myself with 
the belief that you are not altogether a stranger to 
the fact of my having regarded you for some time 
with an eye of tenderness. 

The position in life which I at present occupy, 
that of a junior member of a profession, is one 
which the worldly and calculating are pleased to 
consider fitted only for celibacy. Speaking meta- 
phorically, it is said, that while a swimmer is 
struggHng against the tide, he is better without a 
burden, which might prevent or retard his reaching 
the shore ; or that while one is climbing the^ ladder 
of life, he should not be clogged with a load which 
might tend to press him downwards. 

To these seemingly consistent axioms I have the 
temerity to adopt opinions directly opposite. My 
belief is that the struggles of an early career are 
calculated to prove less severe and more promising 
when there is one who constantly stands by to 
encourage and applaud; and the upward stormy 
path is rendered less steep and galling to the tread, 
when a fair hand plucks forth the briars, and strews 
flowers on the pathway instead. 

May I be permitted, dear madam, to apply these 
illustrations to yourself and to me ? May I be so 
sanguine as to hope that you will construe with 
favouring philosophy this theory of companionship ; 
and that while I am fighting the battle of life I may 
find an incentive in your approbation, a guerdon 
in jouT regard ? 
Think not that in thua in-vv&x^ ^ouXq \^«aX\S^ 
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your fate with mine, I am either selfish on the one 
hand, or absurdly romantic on the other. Although 
the outset of my life may resolve itself into a term 
of probation and a period of trial, I shall, notwith- 
standing, be able to secure for you many of the 
amenities of life, and in the end I trust to have it in 
my power to raise you to a position which, while 
it ennobles you, will derive a new charm from its 
choicest and latest representative. 

Beyond this I will not attempt to say more. I 
well know that your generous nature needs no 
urging to accomplish a beneficent action, and I 
venture to hope that your regard for my well-being, 
and your belief in my loyalty, are such that, if you 
deem my prayer worthy of being heard, you will 
not hesitate to seal my happiness by granting it. 

I am. 

Dear Madam, 
Yours faithfully and devotedly, 



From a Military Officer ordered on Foreign Service* 

Curragh Camp, 2nd March, 18 — 
Dear 

I had fondly indulged in the hope that for 
some little time longer I should be spared the pain 
of being banished from you, and tearing myself from 
your sweet presence. Fate, however, has willed it 
otherwise. An order has just been received for our 
regiment to proceed to India, and with the prompti- 
tude of action which characterizes military move- 
ments, the date of our embarkation is settled t<^ \y^ 
the — th of the pieaenl mouXSo.. ^^^"^ ^^-tNxsR»s» ^^ 
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the interval, and the numerous responsibilities which 
meanwhile devolve upon me, unhappily prevent 
me from seeing you once more before I depart, and, 
with heaviness of heart, I have no alternative but 
to sit down and pen you a few lines of sad fare- 
well. 

It would be almost idle to declare that at the 
present moment, as indeed at every other, my soul is 
possessed with you. As I write, your form stands 
before me, and I see your fair face, pale and sorrow- 
ful, bent upon me while I am thus engaged. 
What numberless recollections of the past ruSh in 
upon me ! and how my heart is overburdened .with 
regrets for opportunities missed and errors com- 
mitted, the former never to be recalled, but the 
latter, I hope, forgiven ! 

Let me, however, pass on to the future. It is said 
that we are to return to England in two years. That 
period to some will be brief enough, but to me it 
will appear an eternity. And with secret delight I 
shall watch every sunset, recording as it will another 
period of expatriation passed, another day journeying, 
nearer to you. 

Dare I ask you to keep me in your memory 
during that long dreary interval ? The request may 
appear selfish, but how can I consent to resign a 
prize so inestimable ? Meanwhile mj heart shall b*e 
wholly yours. Every thought, every action of 
mine shall be inspired by the memory of you, and 
yoiu- love shall be the stimulus to deeds calculated 
to do honour to the name I bear. 

Thus striving to achieve fame and reap rewards, I 
shall, with the blessing of Providence, succeed; and 
on my return we may be petmiU^^ Xo ^xv^q^- — ^««i^ 
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enjoy the more supremely — a life of happiness 
earned by effort, and consecrated by fidelity. 

I could fill many sheets of paper with these part- 
ing words, but I should even then fail to express 
one tithe of the affection which my heart feels for 
you, or the absorbing and overwhelming grief which 
this parting occasions. 

Farewell, dear , farewell ! May every bless- 
ing of heaven light upon you and attend you I May 
a Higher Power have you constantly in its care and 
keeping, shielding you from danger, and directing 
your steps in pleasant places ! 

These aspirations, and every other tender and 
fervent wish which can emanate from a true and 
devoted heart, will ever bo entertained for you by 
Yours faithfully and affectionately till death, 



From a Gentleman to a young Lady with whom he 
has long been on Terms of Intimacy, 

Brighton, 17th Febniary, 18 — 

Dear Miss 

Notwithstanding the intimacy which has 
existed between us for so many years, I have never 
ventured to address you in warmer terms than 
friendship warrants. Nevertheless, I have long se- 
cretly entertained a tender regard for you, and I feel 
that the privilege of calling you mine would be the 
greatest felicity upon earth. 

You cannot doubt the sincerity of my passion, since 
it is not of recent existence, but has grown out of my 
long intercourse with you, and has been fed and 
nurtured by those charms of mind and ijer^vx^V^ss^^ 
above all other la^ea of m-j ^cq.c^jmaxlX'os^^^ 
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For myself, you have doubtless seen sufficient of 
me to lead you to a favourable or unfavourable judg- 
ment, and now that I have confessed how dear you 
are to me, need I tell you with what mingled sensa- 
tions of hope and mistrust I count upon your 
verdict ? 

With each post I shall anxiously expect to receive 
the dear, welcome missive, and I shall mark that day 
of my Kfe with a white stone which enables me to 
exchange the title of friend for that of lover. 

I am, 

Dear Miss 

Your sincere admirer, 



Answer (favourable) to the foregoing. 

London : 14, Princess Square, 
19tli February, 18— 
Dear Sir, 

To one whom I have for so many years 
regarded as a friend, and for whose good qualities 
I have the highest respect, I can return no other 
than an acquiescing answer. 

I Jiave mentioned the subject to my brother, who 
is now, as you know, the sole relative I have left, and 
he not only approves my acceptance of your pro- 
posals, but desires me to say, with his kind regards, 
that he will be happy to see you on the earliest day 
you can ^n for a visit to town. Meanwhile, 

I remain, 

Dear Sir, 

Yours very sincerely, 

To Esq. 
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Answer (unfavourable), 

Gloucester Road, 20th February, 18 — 

Dear Sir, 

The task you have set me of replying to 
your letter is unhappily a most painftil one. I have 
been so long accustomed to regard you as a friend 
that it grieves me beyond description to be compelled 
to write anything in opposition to your views. 

Ctodour, however, bids me declare that, much as 
I esteem and honour you, I am unconscious of that 
deeper feeling of which the heart should be suscep- 
tible towards one who proposes to occupy the position 
that you would. 

While feeling highly flattered at the preference 
you have shown me, I deeply deplore its misdirec- 
tion ; for I am certain that there are many objects 
much more worthy of your affection than ever I 
cotdd be, who would feel only too happy to receive 
your attentions, and but too proud to occupy the 
station to which you would raise them. 

I sincerely trust that this negative reply will cause 
no estrangement between us, but that, on the con- 
trary, you will approve of my choosing rather to 
remain your friend — as I hope I shall — ^than to con- 
sent to become in name only that which every 
woman ought to be in heart ; moreover, if I do not 
mistake your nature, I believe you to be too gene- 
rous and noble-minded to seek an alliance upon any 
other terms than those I have indicated. 

I remain, 

Dear Sir, 
Your sincere friend and well-wisher, 

To Esq. 
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From a Gentleman to the Father of a young Lady to 
whom he proposes to pay his Addresses, 

29, Percival Street, 9tli October, 18— 
Sir, 

Having had the honour of meeting your 

daughter several times at the houses of mutual 
friends, I have learnt to conceive a great regard for 
her, and desire no higher happiness than the pos- 
session of her hand. 

I have reason to believe that my attentions to your 
daughter are not altogether distasteful ; and I there- 
fore respectfully beg permission to pay my addresses 
to her, and to be recognised by yourself and family 
as her suitor. 

Although I am young, the position I occupy is a 
good one, and there is every reasonable prospect of 
my circumstances improving as time advances, so 
that I feel certain of being able to maintain your 
daughter suitably. 

As you are on terms of intimacy with some of my 
connexions, you will be enabled to learn from them 
such other particulars as you may desire to know. 
And I may be permitted to add that, in the event of 
my proposals meeting your approval, the study of 
my life will be to prove myself worthy of the 
father's confidence and the daughter's love. 

Awaiting the favour of a reply, 

I remain, 
Sir, 
Yours very respectfully and faithfully, 

To Esq. 
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llie Father's Answer (approving). 

Park Road, 13tli October, 18— 

Dear Sir, 

In reply to your commimication, I have 

great pleasure in saying that the inquiries I have 

made have satisfied me as to the stability of your 

position and the excellence of your character ; and 

I therefore freely give my consent to your paying 

your addresses to my daughter. 

We shall have a small family dinner-party here 

on Wednesday next, at which I shall be happy to see 

you, and will take the opportunity of introducing 

you to the various members of our home circle. 

I am, 

Dear Sir, 

Yours very truly. 

To Esq. 



Sir, 



TJie Father'' s Answer {disapproving), 

Brighton Terrace, 14th October, 18 — 



I regret that the painful task devolves upon 
me of returning an answer to your communication 
which may, for the moment, occasion you some 
disappointment. 

I have not one word to urge against your charac- 
ter, which I beheve to be an estimable one, nor do I 
for a moment question your present position or your 
future prospects ; but I cannot shut my eyes to the 
fact that your youth and inexperience unfit you at 
present for the duties and responsibilities of married 
life. I am also an enemy to protracted courtship, 
and, therefore, I must beg to decliuft tl^a Ws^'s^^ic^L^'cs^ 
propose. 
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How far I might be induced to reconsider my 
determination at some future time it would be 
premature at present to say ; nor do I think it de- 
sirable, either for my daughter's welfare or yom' 
own, that any compact or pledge should be imposed, 
which both of you might hereafter regret having 
entered into. 

With the most sincere wishes for your welfare and 

happiness, 

I remain, 

Sir, 

Yours truly, 



To Esq. 



Frmn a Gentleman to the Mother of a Lady whose 

hand he solicits. 

42, St. Margaret's Square, 19tli June, 18 — 
Madam, 

Permit me, most respectfully, to inform you 
that for some time past I have entertained a tender 
regard for your daughter, and I now solicit the 
happy privilege of visiting her, and, at the same time, 
of paying my respects to you. 

My means are amply sufficient to maintain in 
comfort and respectability the lady who would 
honour me with her hand, and I trust that my 
disposition is such as to leave a daughter no cause 
to regret that she had exchanged a mother's home 
for a husband's roof. 
As I have the honour of being known to Mr; and 

Mrs, > who are, I believe, intimate friends of 

jroura, they will be able to sadsfy yow. u^on \!Ci3KK^ 
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points upon which it would be scarcely becoming of 
me to enlarge. 

Trusting that I may have the pleasure of receiving 
from you a favourable reply, 

I remain, 

Madam, 
Yours truly and respectfully, 

To Mrs. 



The Mother's Reply {favourable). 

Pierrepont Place, 24th Juue, 18 — 
Dear Sir, 

I have consulted my daughter respecting 

the communication with which you favoured me, 

and have also made inquiries of Mr. and Mrs. 

concerning you. The result is that I feel it would 

be selfish of me to interpose any obstacle to your 

wishes, and you have, therefore, my consent to pay 

your addresses to my daughter. 

It may not be out of place here to remind you 

how devotedly I am attached to this my only tie 

upon earth, and with what tenderness and care 

Clara has been reared ; while to me she has been the 

most dutiftd and affectionate of daughters, and I 

believe will mate the best of wives. 

Some of our relations from the country are 

coming to spend the day "with us on Monday, and 

in the evening we shaU be happy to see you. 

I am. 

Dear Sir, 

Yours faithftdly, 

To Esq. 
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The Mother^s Reply (^unfavourable). 

Kcston Road, 22nd June, 18 — 
Sir, 

I regret being compelled to retura a nega- 
tive reply to your letter. Ever since my daughter 
has been left fatherless, her existence and mine have 
been boiuid up in each other, and neither of us 
would consent to take a step which was not calcu- 
lated to promote mutual as well as individual hap- 
piness. To you it may appear that I am harsh and 
selfish in deciding adversely to your wishes, but I 
can conscientiously acquit myself of any such feelings 
and motives, and assure you that in declining to re- 
ceive yoTU' proposals, I believe I am best consulting 
the interests of all parties concerned. 

I do this with the greatest respect, and at the 
same time acknowledging your worth of character 
and personal good qualities ; and trusting you will 
accept the wishes of my daughter in unison with 
my own, that yoin: future may be prosperous and 

happy, 

I am. 

Sir, 

Yours very respectfully, 

To Esq. 



Fi'om a young Lady to her Father, acquainting him 

ivith Proposals of Marriage, 

Brixham, 11th July, 18 

My dear Father, 

Duty and affection prompt me to put you 

in early possession of a circumstance, which, while 

It is important to me, concerns also your own honour 

and happiness. 
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Mr. , of this place, who has beeu some time 

paying attention to me, has at length made me 
a formal proposal. My answer was that I would 
consult you upon the matter, and would acquaint 
him with your determination. 

I confess to being predisposed in Mr. 's 

favour. He appears to be a man of good sense, 
amiable disposition, and kind heart. Against his 
character I can hear nothing ; but, on the contrary, 
every one speaks of him in tcnns of the highest 
praise. But, my dear father, I would not consent 
to proceed a step farther until you should have satis- 
fied yourself that the object of my preference is such 
as you approve in every respect. 

Your invariable kindness and care have inspired 
me with an unbounded confidence in everything 
that you undertake on my behalf, and I feel certain 
that while on the one hand you would not suffer 
me to contract an unworthy alliance, neither on the 
other would you exercise your judgment capri- 
ciously, or unnecessarily bar my happiness. 

Mr. has been for some years on visiting 

terms with our old friends the ; it was there 

that I first met him, and I doubt not that from this 
quarter you will gain all the information you re- 
quire. 

Meanwhile, rest assured that whatever your de- 
cision may be, I will abide by it, proving to you 
that in this, as in all things else, 

I am. 

My dear Father, 
Your dutiful and affectionate Daughter, 
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From a Oentleman to a Ladj/y hy whom he has been 

previously Rejected, 

Brandon Circus, 8th May, 18— 

Madam, 

Although, by addressing you once again, I 
run the risk of offending you, I must beg of you to 
consider my importvmity as the result of an admira- 
tion so ardent and sincere that it will not bear to 
be repressed by ordinary discouragement. 

Some time has elapsed since I had the imh^ppiness 
to receive from you an answer rejecting my pro- 
posals. But as, in the interval, it is possible that 
circumstances may have occurred to induce you to 
alter your determination, I appeal to you again with 
the hope that you may be inclined to review, and I 
trust to reverse, your former decision. 

It is possible that some points of my character 
may have been misimderstood, or that I have been 
judged hastily in matters which the lapse of time 
has served to explain satisfactorily. There may be 
attaching'to'me some failing— of which, alas ! I know 
I have many — that needs but my consciousness of 
its existence to bring about its removal. 

Be the cause what it may, I trust that I am not 
regarded by you with positive dislike or unconquer- 
able aversion, and I implore you to afford me the 
opportunity of removing any prejudice that may 
exist, and of convincing you by unswerving devo- 
tion and unchangeable regard that you are all in all 
to me. 

I do not speak idle words, or proclaim an empty 

promise, when I say that there is no sacrifice I would 

hesitate to make, no line of conduct I would refuse 

to adopt, could I but win your favour. Again, there- 
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fore, let me entreat you to point out any defect of 
mine which causes you repugnance, and I will at 
once eradicate it. 

Trusting that your heart may be open to my 
appeal, 

I remain. 

Madam, 
Your most faithful and devoted Servant, 



To Miss 



Answer (favourable) to the foregoing, 

Woodford, 13tli May, 18— 

Dear Sir, 

After long and anxious consideration, I 
am induced to yield to your appeal, and so far to 
accede to your request as to withdraw the positive 
refusal I once gave you, and to consent to a re- 
newal of our correspondence on the same footing as 
formerly. 

A lady is not expected to assign reasons for her 
decisions, but for your own satisfaction I may in- 
form you that certain circumstances have recently 
come to my knowledge which put matters in a 
different light to that in which I viewed them pre- 
viously. 

I intend going to London next week, and shall 

take up my abode with Mrs. ; and if you 

think proper to call there, you will no doubt be 

made welcome. 

I am, 

Yours truly, 

To Esq. 

1— "i 
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Aiiswer {iinfavourdble), 

Charlmont Villas, lOth May, 18— 
SiK, 

In reply to your letter, I beg to say that I see 

no reason to alter the determination I had previously 

arrived at, and I must therefore beg of you, once 

and for all, to spare yourself the trouble and nie 

the pain of communicating further upon the subject. 

I am, 

Sir, 

Yours obediently, 

To Esq. 



From a Wtdoiver to a Widow, tvith Proposals of 

Marriage. 
10, Play ford Square, 3rd August, 18 — 

Dear Madam, 

The length of time that I have enjoyed the 
honour of your acquaintance will probably have 
been sufficient to put you in possession of my 
previous history, while your own, I need scarcely 
say, is well known to me. 

It appears, then, that we have both sustained a 
loss, which we may not unreasonably hope to repair ; 
and while I am studying to cause you to forget the 
sorrows of the past in the happiness of the present, 
I shall without doubt derive the same consolation 
from your society and kind offices. 

Believe me, then, when I tell you that I entertain 
for you a sincere and affectionate esteem, founded 
upon a long and intimate knowledge of your many 
excellent qualities, and I crave, that for the remainder 
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of our lives I may become the guardian of your 
interests and the possessor of your hand. 

Should you — ^as I ardently trust you will — accept 
my proposals, no opportunity shall be wanting to 
prove to you that I am, as I now venture to sub- 
scribe myself. 

Yours ever truly and laithfiilly, 

To Mrs. 



The Widow's Ansiver (accepting Proposals). 

12, Montrose Gardens, 7th August, 18 — 
Dear Sir, 

I will not attempt to conceal that from the 

various opportunities I have had of observing your 

character and disposition, I have conceived for you 

a feeling of friendliness. 

It would be affectation in me to say that I am 
indisposed to re-enter the marriage state, and I can 
offer no objection to your proposals, only trusting 
that your actions will be in keeping with your 
sentiments. 

To-morrow evening I am going with my brother 
and his wife to a concert, and if you would like to 
escort me thither, further opportunities will be 
afforded us of talking over the subject of our cor- 
respondence, and I shall at the same time have the 
pleasure of introducing you to my nearest surviving 
relatives. 

I am. 

Dear Sir, 

Yours sincerely, 
T6 Esq. — 



102 THE lover's oracle. 

Widow^s Answer (declining), 

12, Frederick Street, 10th August, 18— 
Sir, 

I have given your letter long and earnest 
consideration, and have at length arrived at the con- 
clusion that I shall be best consulting my interest 
and happiness by remaining in my present state. 

Such being my determination, I do not scruple to 
acknowledge that, from the high esteem in which I 
hold you, there is no one with whom I would more 
readily have shared my lot in life, had I felt so dis- 
posed. But my decision is unalterable, and for the 
remainder of my life I must content myself, if you 
will permit me, to remain, 

Your sincere friend and well-wislier. 



To Esq. 



Widoiv's Answer (declining). 

Burgess House, 6th August, 18 — 
Dear Sir, 

The only answer I can return to your 
communication is, that for the present my affairs are 
in so unsettled a state that I cotdd not think of 
involving any other person in them. 

I confess that your attentions are not disagreeable 
to me, and if you choose to await the issue of events, 
I shall be in ^ position shortly to ret\im you a free 
and unqualified reply. At the same time, I do not 
wish to pledge you to any line of conduct. If you 
choose to abide the settlement of my affairs, so let it 
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be ; if not, you will receive no reproaches from mo 
for acting as you think best for your interests. 

I am, 

Dear Sir, 

Yours truly, 

To Esq. 



From a Gentleman to a Lady, ivith a Present, 

Keston Terrace, let November, 18 — 
Dear Madam, 

I have done myself the honour of enclosing 
you a small token of my esteem and regard, and 
beg that you will favour me by your acceptance of 
it. I trust, however, you will not measure its in- 
trinsic worth by the value you have in my eyes, for 
to find an equivalent worthy of you would be a 
jfruitless search and an impossible achievement. 

If, my dear madam, you will deign to retain this 
little offering in your possession, and will occasion- 
ally bestow a kind thought upon him from whom it 
came, you will be conferring gi-eat happiness upon 

Your ever devoted and attached, 



To Miss 



Answer (acceptinj), 

Montford Close, 3rJ November, 18 — 

Dear Sir, 

I have safely received the handsome 
present you have sent me. I regret that you should 
have gone to the expense of so costly an article, 
when any little souvenir of comparatively triflmj^ 
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value would Jiave answered the purpose ot remem- 
brauce. 

Lest, however, you should think that I am finding 
fault with your evident desire to please, let me 
assure you that I will wear this token of your 
regard, by way of marking my appreciation of the 
giver and the gift, and that I shall ever be, as I am 



now. 



Yours very faithflilly, 
To Esq. 



Answer declining the Gift* 

Myrtle Cottage, 3rd November, 18 — 

Dear Sir, 

While thanking you for your kindness in 
forwarding me so handsome a present, I must at 
the same time beg to decline its acceptance. 

I trust you will not think that I am wanting in 
respect towards you, nor deem me over-punctilious, 
when I tell you that, in the present stage of our 
relations to each other, I do not feel justified in 
accepting gifts, which in my opinion are only com- 
patible with firiendships of close intimacy and long 
standing. I hope, therefore, that you will not feel 
hurt by my returning your present, nor the less 

believe that 

I am, 

Yours sincerely, 
To Esq. 
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From a Lady^ enclosing her Portrait, to a Gentleman, 

Worthing, 12th October, 18— 
Dear ^Ir. 

In answer to your repeated requests that 
I would send you my portrait, I have at length been 
induced to enclose the semblance of my unworthy 
self. 

If, as you have often assured me, the possession 
of so insignificant a token will afford you happi- 
ness, I trust that in moments of bitterness and 
trial one glance of the counterfeit "will suffice to 
assure you that the original sympathizes with you ; 
and when you are prospering you may detect in 
these lineaments an expression of kindred pleasure 
and gratification suggestive of the regard felt for 
you by 

Yours ever truly. 



Answer acknowledging the Portrait. 

6, Montague Street, London, 13th October, 18 — 

Dear Miss 

The receipt of your charming portrait — 
so long looked for and desired — has aflforded mc in- 
expressible pleasure, and I hasten to thank you for 
so kindly acceding to my wishes. 

Believe me that this dear resemblance of yourselt 
shall no more leave my possession than shall your 
memory be effaced firom my heart. I shall regard 
it as my talisman, deriving from its smiles appro- 
bation and encouragement in the struggles of life, 
and drawing from that sweet, feeling expression 
which the limner has so &ithfullY t«^x<^$ooJ5w^^ 
Bymjwthj with suffering, aad coTiwS^^oxiLYCv ^-rt^"^ 
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May the happy day be not far distant which will 
give to me the original of this fair image, is the 
prayer ot 

Your devoted and affectionate Admirer, 



From a Widower to a young Lady, 

Clydesdale Park, 4th July, 18— 

Dear Miss 

Although it has been my lot to be pre- 
viously united to another, I trust you will not on 
that account deem my sentiments towards you 
wanting in sincerity and truth. 

It is sometimes said tliat an alliance with one who 
has been previously married is like accepting affection 
at second hand. But I venture to assert that it is 
from persons who are similarly situated to myself 
that the deepest and most lasting devotion is to be 
expected. Experience has taught the worth of 
woman's affection, and sorrow has chastened the 
disposition into feelings of gratitude. 

If, therefore, you will condescend to countenance 
my proposals for your hand, you shall not, believe 
me, ever have cause to regret your acceptance of 
matured affections, or the entrusting of your happi- 
ness into the hands of one who begs to subscribe 
himself 

Truly and affectionately yours, 



Armoer {favourable) to the foregoing. 

Kosemont Hill, 9lh July, 18 — 
Sir, 

From what I have heard and seen of you, 
/ am inclined to believe in \3:ie «AXi!(i^\>^ qI ^^ws 



THE lo\t;r's oracle. 107 

professions. The unexpected and somewhat unusual 
nature of the circumstances, however, preclude me 
for the present from consulting my friends ; but I 
may say that, in the meantime, your commimications 
w^ill be favourably received, and that 

I remain, 

Yours truly, 

To Esq. 



Sill, 



Answer (unfavourable). 

George Street, 7tli July, 18 — 



Without for a moment doubting the sincerity 
of your sentiments, or questioning your worth, I am 
compelled to declare that I cannot listen to your 
proposals. 

Accept, however, my best wishes, and believe mo 
to remain. 

Respectfully yours. 
To Esq. 

From a Gentleman to a Lady on being Accepted, 

Penfold, 6th August, 18— 
Dear 

I feel that language is J)owerless to express 
the boundless joy and happiness which took posses- 
sion of my breast when I perused the lines traced by 
your own dear hand, telling me that my suit had 
been accepted. Again and again I read those sweet, 
those entrancing words, each time with increasing 
transport and a new-bom pleasure. More than 
once I doubted the evidence of my senses, half 
believing what I saw and felt to be o\iA ^^ nW^r^ 
dreams which mock the lover m^ ^^^5&v^'^Vcs^5»'^^ 
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and spread for him a banquet which may never 
touch his lips. 

But now that I liave awakened to the realitv of 
my good fortune, and have become assured of its 
positive existence, the world appears to me to be 
made anew, and I feel a bliss which hidierto I could 
not imagine mortals might taste. 

To jou, dear , the author of this new-found 

jov, are due my most fervent and heart -felt acknow- 
ledgments. The felicity which you have bestowed 
upon me I will endeavour to return, by unceasing 
efforts to secure and promote your happiness. I 
will seek to conduct you through the devious way 
of life by its most pleasant and easy paths, making 
the burden of existence light, diminishing its cares 
and multiplying its joys, so that hereafter you may 
be enabled to look through the long vista of years, 
and single out the day upon which you plighted 
your troth to me as one of auspicious import and 
happy influences. 

In a few days I hope to have the happiness of 
being by your side. Till then, adieu ! 

And l>elieve me, 

Dear 

Your affectionate and happy Lover, 



Dear 



Congratulating a Lady on her Birthday. 

Pembroke Green, 4th Maj, 18 — 



Since every circimistance which associates 

itself with you finds interest in my eyes, I cannot 

^aUow the anniyersary of yo\xx \>\i\k \.o i^^ssk mthout 
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hailing it as the auspicious day which, by giving you 
to the world, indirectly becomes to me also the 
advent of a bright and happy existence. 

My heart is too full to congratulate you in appro- 
priate terms, but what is wanting in eloquence I will 
endeavour to convey in earnestness. May you live to 
see many, many of these occasions; and may each 
succeeding anniversary find you happier than the 
last, and leave you still entering upon the threshold 
of new joys ! 

I have enclosed a trifling memento of the event, 
which you will greatly please me by accepting and 
wearing. It is accompanied by every wish which 
affection and solicitude can dictate. And with re- 
peated assurances of my deep and abiding regard. 

Believe me. 

Dear 

Yours ever affectionately and devotedly. 



From a Gentleman tvho has suffered a Reverse of 

Fortune, 

Stockport, 7th Julj', 18 — 
Dear Madam, 

I feel sure you will believe me when I de- 
clare that the possession of your regard has been the 
greatest boast and happiness of my life ; and that the 
prospect of being united to one of such worth, 
accomplishment, and beauty, has made me anticipate 
the future with all the impatience of a loving and 
desiring heart. 

It is with the greatest pain, therefore, that I am 
compelled to announce to you the terrible intelli- 
gence of a sad and sudden xevet^ o.^ ^oxN:o5\.^V^>kn% 
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recently overtaken me, which changes the whole 
current of my life, and renders my future prospects 
as gloomy and lowering as they "nere before bright 
and promising. 

This imforeseen visitation results from no impru- 
dence or fault of mine. My confidence has been 
abused and my trust betrayed in a quarter where I 
had least right to look for treachery ; dishonesty has 
too long and successfully worn a specious mask, and 
the ground upon which my hopes were built has 
been sapped by insidious and designing hands. 

The loss of fortune and all that accompanies it ia 
trifling compared with the sacrifice which this change 
in my circumstances threatens to involve. I allude 
to that life-long companionship with one whom long 
friendship and ardent affection have taught me to 
regard as the guardian angel of my existence. 

Selfishness might have prompted me to constitute 
myself the arbiter of your fate, and brave the con- 
sequences of concealment. But I am too solicitous 
of your happiness and peace of njind to attempt to 
deceive you. Neither will I endeavoiu* to gloss over 
the stem truth, indulging in hopes which may never 
be realized. 

Nevertheless, in this moment of darkness and de- 
pression I may be excused for still desiring to re- 
tain the heart which I counted upon being mine for 
ever. Viewing circumstances even in their gloomiest 
light, I am still blest with health and energy suffi- 
cient to commence the world anew — old friends will 
certainly accord me their sympathy and assistance — 
new friends may yet arise, and all may yet be well. 

Here I leave myself in your hands ; if you con- 
sider it wisest to tenxmiate o>x£ ^oTmA-zi^^m. now^ 



( 
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although the severance will cause me great bitterness 
of heart, no word of reproach shall pass my lips for 
the step thus taken. If, on the other hand, you have 
still faith enough in me to believe that I shall succeed 
in regaining the ground I have lost and are content 
to abide the issue, not a moment shall be lost nor an 
efEort spared in seeking to justify yoiir confidence 
and good opinion, while the eternal gratitude of a 
renewed life and rehabilitated heart shall be yours. 

In either case, a few lines from the hand which has 
so often conveyed happiness to me will be most 
welcome, and with the same sentiments of affection 
and esteem as of yore, 

I remain, 

Dear Madaoa, 
Yours faithfully and sincerely. 



From a Oentleman to a Young Lady ivith whom he 
desires to renew a previous Acquaintance, 

Liverpool, 4th MarcL, 18 — 

Dear Miss 



You will no doubt be surprised, after the 
lapse of so long a period, to receive a letter from 
me. ISIy absence and silence have both arisen from 
an extraordinary series of accidents ; and, wliilo 
craving you not to judge my apparent neglect pre- 
matiirely, I also ask permission personally to tender 
such explanations as I believe you will admit to be 
satisfactory. 

Need I tell you that the motive for my now 
addressing you is to seek a renewal of the ac- 
quaintance which I could formerly m&k^ xccj Xio^&NA 
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Need I tell you, also, that, deprived of the cheering 
influence of your kind words and sweet smiles I 
have been living and moving in a continuous shade ? 
No wonder, then, that I once more pine for the 
warmth and sunshine of your friendship. 

Let me entreat you to recall those delightful days 
of a bygone time, with their old associations and 
pleasant memories, and in conjuring them up to 
give me again a place in that heart, which, if I err 
not, once o^vned feelings of tenderness towards me. 
If you will yield this favoiu', my constancy for the 
ftiture shall make ample amends for aught of anxiety 
or apprehension you may have experienced on my 
account, and I will never agjiin place myself in a 
position calculated to be attended with the same 
results. 

My intention is to i)ay a visit to London next 
week. "While there, may I do myself the pleasure 
of calling upon you, in order that the opportunity 
may be afforded me of giving an account of my 
conduct, and of allowing me to receive the privilege 
of being still 

Your devoted and attached Admirer, 



Answer (favourable) to the foregoing, 

Arthur Street, London, 8th March, 18 

Deau Mr. 

The receipt of your letter was indeed a 
surprise ; for from your long silence I had concluded 
that I should never hear from you again. At pre- 
sent your conduct appears inexplicable, and I con- 
fess that I felt so hurt as to persuade myself with the 
greatest difficulty to -svrite to you again. You cannot 
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deny that appearances are greatly against you ; but 
since you declare that you can satisfactorily explain 
yourself, I have no desire to be either incredulous or 
harsh. 

We are, as you see, still living at the same resi- 
dence, and if you can make good your protestations, 
you will receive a welcome here as of old, and I 
shall still be 

Yours truly. 



Answer, declining to renew the Acquaintance. 

Maynard Terrace, 7 th March, 18 — 
Deak Sik, 

I am rejoiced to find that after so long an 
absence you can give an account of yourself as 
being well, and that you are apparently in the best 
of spirits. 

I do not question your ability to render a plau- 
sible version of your seemingly extraordinary beha- 
viour. I must, however, beg to decline renewing 
the friendship with which you formerly favoured me. 
The passage of time has brought with it new asso- 
ciations and connexions, and I am now content to 
allow things of the past to remain undisturbed. 
Nevertheless, you have my best wishes. And 

I remain. 

Yours respectfully, 

To Esq. 






I 
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wT'cunjiz^ iz. zj"s zi'T 2Z.1 c-iUcnii^ cirr, i am. in 
trie niisc •:: i^ rlcasirfi :':r a dzie firrtiiiiiz von. 
B::r sL:iIi sncl a sc^Ti.izz. IiiTe crrssoi vcur mind, 
fI:^Tr.'^; :: as ^ir^^inlv c: tl= ccili. I ickno^Iedge 
I am not alr«:^et2i€r a Lcrziit. nor Trculd mv dear 

wish me i:- l-s. Eu: i:2 whatercr circle I 

mingle, hoTi" cumer::is and enticing soever the at- 
tractions "which »nrrc nnd me, telieve me that these 
onlv serve bv contrast to recall the purer delight 
difFused bj vour societv. and your own superior 
charma, and gifts beyond compare. 

At present I cannot tell yon how long I shall be 
absent, as so much depends on others ; but you may 
count upon my not losing an hour or a moment, and 
lljr; instant I am set at Hberty, it will be ^vith only 
too joyful a feeling that I shall fly back to you. 

Meanwhile, I will let you know day by day how 
affain are going on, and when I am on the point of 
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returning will definitively acquaint you, so that you 
may know when to expect me. 

And you will write often to me — ^^vill you not ? 
— some of those deai*, long letters which give me so 
much pleasure to read, and every word of which I 
devour again and again. 

Believe me, my dear , that although distance 

separates us, my heart is as near to you as ever. 

You are continually in my thoughts, and your 

image is never absent from my sight. With this 

assurance, I for the present say adieu! Heaven 

bless you, and keep you well and happy, is the 

heartfelt prayer of 

My dear 

Your devoted Lover, 



From a Gentleman abroad to his Lover in 

England, 

Granada, 18tli June, 18-- 
My dear 

Once more the delightful opportunity pre- 
sents itself of corresponding with you. I have 
enclosed, separately, an accotmt of my adventures 
and proceedings, wishing to devote these lines ex- 
clusively to you, and to allow my heart to pour out 
uninterruptedly all that it feels on your account. 

Oh, my dear , words cannot tell how deep 

and abiding is the love I feel for you ! While toihng 
from place to place, your image sustains me, and 
the recollection of words kindly spoken and tenderly 
conveyed, serve to invigorate my energies and reani- 
mate my spirits. Without the possessiov^^ ^^ -^'ssss. 
affection my present life \^o^M\>^ ^'k^x^^^ss^ «s^-5^'>S^s 



116 THE LOVEli'S ORACLE. 

but solaced by your love, knowing as I do that I 
have deposited in my keeping a treasure that 
monarchs might envy, I move onward, with light 
and certain step, looking forward to that blissful 
moment when I may once more clasp you to my 
heart, and lay at your feet the results of my toil. 

Since last I had the happiness to behold you, I 
have traversed thousands of miles, and have been 
identified with every variety of human life, but with 
the ever-shifting scene, my feelings remain un- 
changed, and beneath the varying surface, an under- 
current still sets in towards you. 

By day and by night my thoughts are of you and 
with you. Often in my solitude I recall many little 
scenes in which you and I were actors ; repeat to 
myself words which on occasions you have addressed 
to me, and depict some tender look which I have 
detected travelling towards me ; some gesture of 
affection and regard which thrilled me then, and 
the sweet remembrance of which is ecstacy now. 

Much, very much more could I say, did time and 
opportunity permit me, but I am compelled to con- 
clude. My parting wish is that you will write to 
me as often as possible, stating every little particu- 
lar about yourself, and acquainting me with the 
minutest circumstance that concerns you. 

Adieu, my dear , may God bless and guard 

you ! Remember me in your prayers ; keep me in 

your good wishes, and let your heart remain all my 

own, and 

Believe me, 

My dear 

Your ever devoted and attached 
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From a young Lady in the Country to her Lover 

in London, 

Avon, lOlli June, 18 — 
My DEAR 

Yoii will hardly expect me to tell you any 
news of our dull old village, where there is scarcely 
any change during the year, and in which nothing 
has transpired since your departure. This epistle 
must needs, therefore, relate chiefly to ourselves. 

First let me hope that the change from a country 
existence to a London life has not had a prejudical 
influence upon your health ; and next, that the 
pleasures and pastimes of town have not had the 
effect of wholly effacing from your mind the memory 
of old friends. Far be it from me to seek to circum- 
scribe your enjoyment ; on the contrary, I hope you 
will make time pass as pleasantly as you can, and, 
indeed, when you return, I shall expect you to tell 
me much of what you have seen. 

But I earnestly hope that you will never forget 
tliat there is one here who cares for you, and who 
with a leaven of selfishness, perhaps, desires to see 
you return to dear old Avon as single-minded and 
unsophisticated as when you left it. 

We all continue well here : our garden is looking 
beautiful, and our birds, dogs, &c. are prospering. 
This is really the extent of news I have to impart. 

With the most sincere wishes for your health and 

welfare, 

I am, 

Mv dear 

Affectionatolv vours, 
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From a Lady to a Gentleman who has proposed 

a secret Marriage, 

The Prioiy, 4th April, 18— 

Dear Sir, 

Great as is my regard for you, I do not 
hesitate to tcfll you promptly that I cannot consent 
to what you propose. I will not attempt to underrate 
the obstacles which present themselves to our union ; 
but these afford only a shoxo of reason, and do not in 
reality warrant our taking an unusual step. In the end, 
we shaU surely find means to surmoimt these barriers, 
while mere prejudices may be conquered by time. 

In instances of clandestine unions secrecy means 
deceit ; for, in order to realise ^the scheme, it is 
necessary for the chief conspirators to act with 
duplicity towards their nearest and dearest friends, 
to say nothing of the deceit practised upon society 
generally. In our case, such conduct could not 
fail to challenge the adverse judgment of those 
whose good opinion we most value ; and the result 
would be coolness, mistrust, and in some quarters 
positive ill-will. These consequences I doubt if 
you have well weighed, and I am sure you do not 
desire to brave them. 

You will see, therefore, that from motives of 
policy alone, it will be wiser to abandon your pro- 
ject, while loftier impidses must unhesitatingly 
condemn the prosecution of such a design. 

Do not think that I am taking you to task, or 
conceive a mean opinion of you for what you have 
done. I believe that affection has blinded your 
judgment; while in my case, I must ask you also 
to believe, that it is my true regard for you which 
prompts me to adopt a diametxieaW.7 oY&o^\i^V\^^, 
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Let us, then, sincerely essay our best to over- 
come adverse circumstances. These, while darken- 
ing our present, may serve to gild om: future, and, 
while for the moment retarding our happiness, may 

ultimately enhance it. 

I am, 

Dear Sir, 
Yours truly and faithfully, 



From a Lady to a Gentleman loho proposes a hasty 

Marriage, 

West Bank, 3rd April, 18— 
Dear Sir, 

The term of our acquaintance is too brief 
to justify my acceding at present to your request. 

From what I have seen of other instances, I feel 
certain that a hasty alliance is not calculated to 
produce good results ; and, apart from this consider- 
ation, I fail to recognise the necessity of being pre- 
cipitate in a matter which, beyond all the other events 
of owx lives, demands deliberation and caution. 

A connexion which is to continue for life ought, 
in order to ensure happiness, to be the result of 
something better than impulse. It cannot be gain- 
said that affection has its surest foundation in 
respect and esteem ; and these can only be matured 
by time and opportimity of observation. 

I think that, upon reflection, instead of quarrelling 
with the decision I have atrived at, you will see its 
reasonableness, and be disposed to agree with me ; 
and, whatever the ultimate turn of affairs may be, 
you Avill hereafter be convinced that my hcsitJition 
has been exercised as much for ywjct \si^Kt5iss\ss» "sscSs. 

happiness us for mine. 
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At all events, I feel persuaded that you possess 
too much good sense to take umbrage at my refusing 
to entertain your proposition. My refusal, after all, 
is as uncompromising to myself as it is just to you. 
Moreover, it is an indirect compliment to you, since 
it evinces a desire to contemplate still further a 
character which, up to the^ present, has, I confess, 
revealed few exceptional points. 

With the best and most sincere good wishes, 

I am. 

Dear Sir, 

Yours most faithfully, 



From a young Lady in England to her Lover Abroad, 

Manchester, 2nd September, 18 — 

My dear 

It affords me great happiness to find by 

the letters which I receive from you that you con- 
tinue in good health, and that, although you are 
absent from your home and friends, you are not 
wholly cast down in spirits. 

If the assurance of my imalterable affection for 
you can make you happy, pray receive it. I dare 
not tell you to what extent you occupy my thoughts, 
nor how much I desire your return. But since 
you ask me to repeat in writing that which I have 
more than once told you with • my lips, believe me 
that none other than yourself shall ever find a 
place in my regard; and that when you return you 
will find me unchanged as when you left me. 

To show you that I am curious at least respecting 

jour movements, I have to inform you that I have 

become quite a student in geo^a\iVvx \vu^. \jcs^q>- 
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graphy, and have learnt all about tlie countries 
through which you have travelled, and in which you 
now sojourn, so that in spirit I accompany you, 
and mentally follow your footsteps. 

By night and day my prayers are for yoiu* safety 
and success, and my trust is that Providence will 
have you in its especial care and keeping, not only 
giving you health to bear up against trial and toil, 
but blessing your undertaking, and so speeding it, 
that we may shortly welcome you home again. 

And now, for tlie present, farewell! Do not 
omit to write by every opportunity, and 

Believe me, my dear 

Yours faithfidly and affectionately, 



From a Gentleman^ luJiose Proposals have been 'pre- 
viously (leforredy to the Father of his Intended. 

Union Street, Birmingham, 7th Febniary, 18 — 

Dear Sir, 

The auspicious moment has arrived for 
me to acquaint you that I have at length succeeded 
in attaining the object for which I have been 
striving, and that now my position is sufficiently 
established, and, my means ample enough, to enable 
me to enter with confidence into the married state. 

With regard to your daughter's affection for me, 
I flatter mvself that I continue to retiun it imdimi- 
nislied; and, provided no other impediment exists 
tlian that which 1 have succeeded in surmounting, I 
resjiectfuUy solicit your sanction to our early union. 

To sjitisfy you of the truth of my statements, I 
forward you the names of two gentlemen wives '8>x'^. 
intimately connected \v\x\\ iw^ \xv \\\N.wcvvi'aj^^%^^^"'«^^ 



122 THE LOVEB^S OBACLE. 

are acquainted with the whole of my affiiirs. And 
I shall be happy to afford you any other evidence 
of my means and stability that you may require. 

Trusting that you will favour me with an early 
reply, I am, 

Dear Sir, 

Yours respectfully and truly, 
To Esq, 



From a young Man to his Faiher, asking consent to 

his Marriage, 

Stafford, 2nd Jnlj, 18— 
Mv DEAR Father, 

I deem it my duty to inform you that I have 

contracted an intimacy with a young lady, the 

daughter of highly respectable residents in this town. 

I am desirous of connecting myself in marriage with 

her, and as my affection is reciprocated, and her 

parents are not averse to my suit, nothing is wanting 

to complete our happiness but your consent to our 

union, which I most respectfully sohcit. 

I trust that you are acquainted with my character 

sufficiently to be convinced that I should not fix my 

regards upon one who would do discredit to my 

choice, or be unworthy of your recognition. And 

from the opportunities I have had of studying the 

disposition and character of Miss , I feel sure 

that not only will she truly fulfil the duties of a wife 

to me, but will at the same time evince towards you 

the love and reverence of a daughter. My present 

means and future prospects you are as well acquainted 

with as I am, and I trust that you will agree with me 

in considering them sufficiently stable and promising 

to warrant my venturing upon m^tt\TCi.oTi^. 
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The change made in my condition of life by 
marriage will not, I assure yon, affect in the slightest 
degree my feelings towards you : I shall continue to 
entertain for you imdiminished respect and affection, 
and by bringing to you a partner in this regard and 
care, I may be able to ensure for you, by our united 
good offices, new pleasures to gladden your declining 
years. 

Trusting that this will find you in good health, 
and hoping to hear from you shortly, 

I remain. 

My dear Father, 
Your dutiful and affectionate Son, 



From a young Lady to a Friend^ pleading in her 

Brother's behalf. 

Cheltenham, 12th March, 18— 
My dear Bessie, 

I claim the privilege which my long inti- 
macy with you gives me to address you in the 
character of mediator, or rather Plenipotentiary 
Extraordinary to the Court of Cupid. 

Seriously, my dear friend, there exists a gentleman 
who has long been enthralled by your charms — as 
who, indeed, could escape being ? — but who by some 
unhappy mischance has faile'd, or imagines he has 
failed, to make upon you the desired impression in 
his favour. The gentleman in question is no other 
than my brother, and I, having deeply at heart his 
happiness and welfare, have consented to take advan- 
tage of my friendship with you to plead his cause. 

I am not vain enough of my povrex^ oC ^^st^^c^aw^^-^ 
to imagine that any vroida oi xo^aa c»Si. Vw^^ *^^ 



L 
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effect of altering a judgment deliberately formed. 
But the hope was within me that a few words from 
an old friend in behalf of that old friend's brother, 
might have just sufficient weight to turn the scale 
that hung in the balance of doubt and uncertainty. 

Of my brother I can truly say that I believe him 
to be the best and kindest of beings. I know his 
heart to be as good as his mind is accomplished, and 
his nature to be as true as it is warm. You will per- 
haps attribute this testimony to a sister's partiality, 
but to me it seems that his good qualities are so 
apparent and indisputable, that even if he were a 
comparative stranger to me, I should at once acknow- 
ledge and applaud them. 

I well know how incomprehensible a thing is 
woman's affection — sometimes the worthiest of men 
is denied the well-earned prize, while the most un- 
worthy becomes the easy winner. Superficial graces 
arc occasionally preferred to inherent good qualities, 
and mere j^rejudices often subvert reason. I sincerely 
trust that my dear brother is not destined to illus- 
trate one of these exceptions. 

Let me not, however, tire you by my pleadings ; 
I know that my brother loves you with all the 
warmth and devotion that it is possible for the human 
heart to entertain. If you scorn his suit you will 
doom him to a life of irrevocable misery, but if you 
favour his proposals you will make him the happiest 
of men, and at the same time yourself become the 
best loved and most worshipped of women. 

Believe me. 

My dear Bessie, 
Yours RincerGly and affectionately, 
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From a Lady to a Negligent Correspondent 
Dear Clifton, 2n(l Juno, 18 — 

I can no longer refrain from remonstrating 
with you upon your remissness as a correspondent. 
You have now received from me some three or four 
letters without deigning a single reply ; and, although 
we are separated by a long distance, and I have no 
means of hearing of your health and welfare, you 
suffer day after day and week after week to pass 
without transmitting one line. 

Does it not occur to you that this indifference 
amounts to cruelty ? In the absence of news from 
you my mind is tortured with a variety of painful mis- 
givings, and I cannot persuade myself but that your 
silence is occasioned by illness or accident. I should 
not like to bring myself to beUeve that this anxiety is 
caused designedly ; and yet, what am I to think, when 
it is beyond a doubt that a few minutes daily would 
suffice to teU me that you are well and happy ? 

You should also bear in mind that your negligence 
in this respect is calculated to make me appear in- 
significant in the eyes of others. Every morning, 
at the breakfast-table, the chorus is, "What, no 

letter from again ! " and I am then called upon 

to defend you, and to invent excuses for your re- 
missness, while in my secret heart I condemn you. 

Having now shown you the consequences of your 
thoughtlessness, I shall deem you incorrigible if you 
do not exhibit speedy improvement, and shall be 
disposed to resent your conduct accordingly; but 
so far I am ready to judge you in the spirit of for- 
giveness, and, notwithstanding your want of con- 
sideration, Remain, 

Yo\aa amft^gt^-^^ 
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From a Lady accusing her Lover of Liconstancy, 
Sir, Baxter Terrace,- 6th Aagust, 18 — 

I regret that I should be compelled to address 
you in a tone of complaint, and upon a subject 
which is at once delicate and distressing. I cannot, 
however, forbear reminding you that your bearing 
has latterly been tinged by an amount of vacillation 
and inconstancy which is as painful for me to witness 
as it is im worthy of you to practise. 

I am at a loss to imderstand conduct so utterly at 
variance with the professions you are continually 
making, and so entirely out of keeping with the cha- 
racter you have voluntarily chosen to assume. If 
you msh to ignore the friendship you have thought 
proper to form with me, and prefer the intimacy of 
others, I expect that you will have the generosity to 
say as much, and at once terminate a connexion which 
your conduct renders not only irksome but unmeaning. 

I have no wish to quarrel with your taste in pre- 
ferring evanescent smiles and hollow phrases to the 
possession of true and honest regard. But I protest 
against being made a participator in tlie experiment, 
and if you consider the existence of a butt or foil 
indispensable, I must ask you to make choice of 

some other object than _ , ,. , 

Yours obediently, 

To Esq. 

From a Oentleman, accusing his Love of Flirting. 

Dear Miss "^'^^^ ^^"' ^''^ January, 18- 

It would be impossible for me to express 
in adequate terms the pain to which you are con- 
tinually putting me by practising what I take the 
liberty of describing as trndxie freedom V\\L Q^<as, 
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There is seldom an . occasion which brings us 
together that is not rendered most unhappy by your 
persistently attracting the attention of a crowd of 
so-called admirers with suggestive looks, words, and 
gestures; your himible serv^ant in the meantime 
being shut out from the circle as unworthy of your 
notice — an object of pity to those of better feeling, 
and a thing of scorn for the heartless. 

You cannot, I am certain, be conscious of the 
evil you are working by your cruel conduct. Could 
you but analyse the feelings of those whom you 
momentarily seek to gratify, and who profess to 
worship you so ardently, you would quickly be con- 
vinced that while trifling with them, you were also 
deceiving yourself. And could you but for a moment 
realise the pangs that you occasion me, you would 
have no just cause for triimiph. 

Did I not know that you really possess tender feel- 
ings and a kind heart, I should be inclined to judge 
you harshly. But as it is, I can only impute to you 
one of two weaknesses — cither that your spirits over- 
come your judgment, or that you seek, by feigning 
to be favourably disposed to others, to enhance your 
attractiveness in my eyes, and to redouble my ardour 
towards you. Believe me that my affection needs no 
such incentives as these. My admiration and regard 
for you spring from purer sources, and will long 
outlive the mere passion of the hour. 

You will not, I hope, be offended with me in 
daring to address you thus plainly. You are too 
sacred in my eyes to be made the mere sport of 
lisping courtiers, and I esteem your favourable 
opinion too highly to suffer even tlie eaxxN^Wssift. ^*s. 

to be diverted from me lo o'^<^x%» 
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With reiterated assurances of unswerving attach- 
ment and devotion, 

Believe ine, 

Dear Miss , 

Yours ever sincerely and affectionately, 



From a Gentleman to his affianced Bride, asking her 

to appoint tJie Nuptial Day, 

Chesterton Street, 4th August, 18 — 
My dear 

Now that all the preliminaries to our union are 
settled, I am impatient to take upon myself the 
character of husband, and petition you to name the 
happy day of our nuptials. 

To the numerous other instances of your goodness 
and desire to pleaseme, add that of fixing an early 
day for the celebration of this most felicitous event. 
Each hour which separates me from you appears an 
age, and each minute passed without you is a deduc- 
tion from the sum of my earthly happiness. 

With kindest love, 

Believe me. 

My dear 

Your fondly affianced Husband, 



I 



The Elide Elect's Answer, appointing a Dag, 

Bath, 7th August, 18— 
My dear 

Since there is no evading the request you 

make in such direct terms, I suppose I must accede 

to it, and do so by proposing — the — ^th as our 

nuptial day. 

There are some other arrau^eaiaii\» m ^xai^-sjkfipa. 
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■with this eveut which I will make the subject of a 
future letter. Meanwhile, with kind remembrances, 

I am, 

My dear , 

Yours ever afEectionately, 



From a Lady declining Proposals, owing to a prior 

Engagement 

Blackheath, 17th February, 18— 
Sir, 

While feeling honoured by the flattering 

terms in which you speak of me, I am constrained to 

tell you that your proposals are inopportune ; for, 

to be candid with you, I have been long engaged to 

another. 

I should not have made this disclosure had I not 
thought that it might tend to spare both you and 
myself much subsequent embarrassment, which an 
indefinite reply might not. 

With the best wishes for your future happiness, 

I remain. Sir, 

Yours obediently and tndy, 
To , Esq. 



Declining Proposals, without specifying Reason, 

Montrose Square, 8th May, 18— 
Sir, 

For reasons which I cannot well enter into, I 

must beg to decline the honour you seek to confer 

on me. 

There are, doubtless, objects far worthier of your 

choice than I cotdd ever be, who would f<^^iai*KKs^ 

by your preference, and Ikouovxi^ Xyj «Q. ^^««2^5^ 
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with you ; and I trust that you will shortly mfike an 

election calculated in every way to ensure yoiur 

happiness. 

I am, 

Sir, 

Your sincere weU-wisher, 



To , Esq. 



From a Gentleman, apologizing for unjust Susptciona 

and rude Conduct 

Cuthbert Square, 6th April, 18 — 

Mt dear -: 

With &elings of the deepest shame and con- 
trition, J acknowledge my rude and hasty conduct tOr 
wards you last night, and implore your forgiveness. 

I will not attempt to deny that I was for th^ 
moment blinded by jealousy, and I did not perceive 
my error till too late. No one can be more sensible 
than I am of the gross ii\justice and cruel wrong I 
did you, in suspecting you capable of imagining, 
much more of acting with duplicity. My only exouse 
— if excuse it can be called — is that my love for you 
overswayed my judgment, and for the time reason 
was dead within me^ 

In£ict any punishment; impose upon me what 
penance you will, so that you do not withdraw from 
me, even for the briefest interval, your confidence 
and afiEection. Leave me but these, and I will en- 
deavour to prove by the iutmre exercise of forbear- 
ance and discretion, how greatly I appreciate your 
clemency and kindness. 

Apart from all other considerations, however, 

I declare to you that the anguish and remorse 

occAApjied by haviiv|l ou^e o^xidad -^ou are too 
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galling and a.cute for me ever to attempt a repetition 
of the offence. 

Again and again suing for your forgiveness, 

Believe me, my dear , 

Your truly repentant and affectionate 



The Ladi/^3 Answer {forgiving,) 

Aubrey Grove, 7tli April, 18 — 



Dear 

I cannot disguise from you that for a time 
your strange and unseemly behavioiur occasioned me 
great pain. Your angry glance is still present to 
me, and your cruel words are still ringing in my ears. 

But since you acknowledge your &ult in suitable 
terms, and promise not to offend in like manner 
again, I do not wish to appear obdurate, and grant 
you my forgiveness. 

I must, however, beg of you to be more guarded 
for the ^ture. I have never given you cause to 
entertain these hateful suspicions, and you need not 
fear that I ever will. When, therefore, your heated 
imagination or overstrained vision leads you to view 
circumstances in a distorted light, think for a mo* 
ment that your affection for me will be best evinced^ 
not by hasty upbraiding, but by calmly investigating 
whetJier the blame you impute to me is real or 
imaginaiy. 

Having made reparation for your fault, you may 

consider your peace effected. All is forgotten and 

forgiven. 

And I still remain, 

Yours very affi3CtlonA.^\:^ ^ 
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Tlie Lady's Answer (refusing Forgiveness.) 

Malton Road. 8tli April, 18— 

Sir, 

If the present instance of your rudeness and 
indelicacy had been the first, I should not have 
hesitated to overlook it. But the repetition of 
conduct as inexcusable as it is cruel, proves to me 
that you are afflicted with a hasty and ungovernable 
temper, and that you care little for the pain you give 
others, so long as you can vent your passion. 

The obvious conclusion is, that if you allow your 
feelings to get the better of you now, you would 
more certainly do so when a change of position gave 
you what you would doubtless consider a right to 
exercise — ^unlimited control over the object of your 
suspicions. In simple truth, I view with alarm the 
probable consequences of an alliance imder such cir- 
cumstances, and you cannot be surprised if I refuse 
to forge for myself a chain which I might be doomed 
to wear for life. 

I desire, therefore, that from this day all corre- 
spondence may be at an end between us; and, lest you 
seek to accuse me of being harsh and unforgiving, I 
must remind you how often you have confessed your 
folly in a similar strain, and how you have over and 
over again made promises of amendment, only to 
break them. 

It is with great regret that I am forced to this de- 
cision, but feeling, as I do, its justice, to say nothing 
of its expediency, all that remains for me is to bid 
you farewell, and with best wishes, subscribe myself, 

Yours truly, 

To , Esq. 
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From a Shopkeeper {desiring to open an Account) 
to a Wholesale Dealer. 

Newbury, 3nd Jnnei 18— 

Mr. J. Thompson. 

Sib,— 

Mr. , a gentleman who is, I 

believe, well known to you, has frequently spoken 

to me of your house of business in terms of great 

praise, and has strongly recommended me to make 

a trial of your goods. 

On this recommendation, I enclose you a list of 
goods which I at present require, aod will thank you 
to indicate the prices against the various articles 
enumerated. If, on the receipt of your answer, I 
find the quotations reasonable, I shall do myself the 
pleasure of transmitting you an order. 

Be good enough to let me know at the same time 
what are your terms of payment, together with any 
other particulars which you considel" it desirable 
for me to be informed of. 

Awaiting the fevour of your reply, 
I remain. 

Sir, 

Yours obediently, 



^ 
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Answer to the Preceding, 

London, 80, Geoige Street, 
4th June, 18 — 

Mr. G. Richards. 
Sir,— 

In reply to your favour of the 2nd 
inst., I beg to re-enclose (with prices annexed) 
the list you did me the honour to send me. 
These prices you will, I am persuaded, find most 
reasonable, and I guarantee at the same time the 
excellence of the quality of the goods. Should you 
favour me with your orders, I flatter myself that 
you will be enabled to confirm by experience ' the 

favourable opinion which my friend, Mr. , has 

been good enough to express of my irierchandize. 

With regard to payment, my terms are 5 per cent, 
discoimt for cash, or a biU at three months, and you 
are at liberty to choose the mode of settlement 
which best suits you. 

Trusting that I shall be favoured with your 
commands, 

I remain, 

Sir, 
Yours respectftdly, 

J. Thompson. 



Reply^ giving an Order, 

NewbuTy, 6th June, 18 

Mr. J. Thompson. 

Dear Sir, — 

In reply to your letter of the 4th 

inst., I beg to say that I am satisfied with the list of 

prices sent, and alao with the terms of payment 

mentioned by you. T?\ew» iorwwt^ w^ ^wya. ^j^ 
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possible the articles detailed in the enclosed 
list ; and if, as I doubt not, the goods come up to 
my expectations, I hope to have the pleasure of 
extending my relations with your house. 

Our mutual friend, Mr. , whom I have already 

mentioned, will cheerfully afford you every informa- 
tion you may desire to have respecting me; and 
should you require additional references, I can for- 
ward you the names of two or three London houses 
where my account has been open for some years, 

I will duly notify to you the receipt of the goods, 
and you may then draw upon me for the amount, at 
three months, agreeably to your terms. 

I am. 

Dear Sir, 

Yours truly, 
G. Richards, 



Answer J advising the Execution and Despatch of 

the Order. 

London, 30, George Street 
7th June, 18— 

Mr. G. Richards. 

Dear Sir, — 

I beg to enclose you invoice of 
the articles ordered by you in your favour of the 
6th inst. The goods have been forwarded to your 
address, per rail, this day. 

The greatest care has been exercised in the 
selection of the goods, and I trust that you will be 
pleased with them in every respect. 

The terms in which Mr. — — has spoken of you 
are perfectly satisfactory, and 1 xia^^ ^^ iNxsi^^ast 
referencef* 
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Thanking you for the confidence Trhicli jon 
appear disposed to place in me^ and assuring jou 
that I shall be most happy to receiye a eoiitiniianee 
of your favours, 

I remain. 

Dear Sir, 

Tours faithfully, 

J. Thompson* 



Jtefusal to execute an Order until References are 

supplied, 

Liverpool, ISth Dec., 18— 
Mr. N. Ponsonbt. 

Sir,— 

We are in receipt of your favour of 

the 17th inst., enclosing order for goods, in respect 

to which we beg to remind you that you have 

omitted to furnish us with references, and that you 

make no mention of the mode in which you propose 

to pay for the goods. 

We need scarcely remind you that it is customary, 

in all cases of a first order being given, to furnish 

satisfactory references or to forward cash ; and as we 

have not hitherto had the pleasure of transacting 

business with you, and have, indeed, no knowledge 

of you, we must beg of you to furnish us with the 

names of some two or thi-ee respectable firms iritli 

whom you are in the habit of doing business, or to 

express your willingness to pay ready money for the 

goods ordered on receipt of invoice. 

We are, 

Su-, 

Touts obediently. 
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Refusal to execute an Order owing to unaatiafactory 

References, 

London, 14th October, 18 — 

Mr. W. Jackson, 

Sir,— 

In reply to your favoiir of the llth 

inst., we beg respectfully to say that we must 

decline executing the order you have transmitted 

us on any other terms than cash. 

In arriving at this conclusion, we trust you will 
not think us unnecessarily harsh ; but, without en- 
tering into particulars, permit us to observe that 
our means are too limited, and the profit realized by 
the peculiar class of goods we sell are too small, to 
admit of our opening accounts in the settlement of 
which there might be a want of promptitude and 
pimctuality. 

If you think proper to receive our goods on the 
terms indicated we will select them with due care, 
and forward you the invoice, and, on receipt of cash 
for the same, the parcel shall be immediately de- 
spatched to you. 

We are. 
Sir, 
Yours respectfully, 

Denman, Price, & Co. 



From a Merchant to a Manufactnrefy with Order. 

London, Wood Street, 7th August, 18-^ 
Messrs. Jordan, White, & Co. 
Gentlemen, — 

I have the pleasure of forwarding 

you an order for y as "pet ^axK^e^ ^t\.^<^^^^« 

In executing this ordet 1 \)^s oi ^ovx ^.^ ^^^ ^"^^ 
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ticular as regards quality, &c., as I require tHe goods 
for a special class of customers. 

In the event of your being able to execute the 
order partially only, or not being able to execute it 
at all, please advise me to that effect as speedily as 
possible, so that I may acquaint my correspondents 
with equal promptitude. 

Yoiu: particular attention to this matter will 
obUge, 

Gentlemen, 

Yours truly, 

W. Potter. 



Answer to the Foregoing^ executing the Order perfectly, 

Manchester, 8th August, 18— 
Mr. W. Potter. 

Dear Sir, — 

Your favour of the 7th inst. has re- 
ceived our immediate attention, and we are happy 
to say that we have been able to execute your 
esteemed order in such a manner as we think ^vill 
give you perfect satisfection. 

In order that there should be as little delay as 
possible we have forwarded the parcel per quick 
train, and you will therefore receive it early to- 
morrow. 

Holding ourselves at your further disposal, and 

assuring you of our desire to attend to your 

interests. 

We are. 

Dear Sir, 

Youra faithftdly, 
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Answer, intimating a partial Execution of the Order. 
Mr. W. Potter. Stockport, 8th August, 18 — 

Dear Sir, — 

We regret to say that it is out of our 
power at present to execute your order, received per 
your favour this day, in the way we would wish. 
For this class of goods there is just now such a 
demand, that we are unable to procure them fast 
enough, and indeed, we have been compelled to dis- 
appoint others of our correspondents besides yourself. 

We have, however, done the best we could to 
your kind order, and shall be in a position in ten 
days' time to complete it without fail. On receipt 
of your instructions to that effect we will imme- 
diately forward you the goods we have looked out, 
or, if you prefer it, will retain them till the 
remaining portion of the order is executed, and 
forward the whole together. 

Regretting our inability to comply with your 
request in this instance, and assuring you of our 
utmost endeavours to occasion you as little disap- 
pointment as possible. 

We are, 

Dear Sir, 

Yours faithfuUy, 

Perkins & Hall. 



From the Successor of a Deceased Tradesman to a 

Wholesale Dealer, 

Brighton, 2nd May, 18— 

Messrs. Willl^son & Co. 
Gentlemen, — 

I beg to inform you that 1 V^sk^^ 
succeeded to the busineBa oi liie ^jaXj^'^Ib:. .^^sjSi. 
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in order tliat the trade may experience as litile 
interruptiou as possible, my desire is to deal in pre- 
cisely the same class of goods, and to open accounts 
with the firms which have hitherto supplied them. 

By way of reference, I beg to state that I was for 
many years an assistant and manager in the house 
of Messrs. — , and I flatter myself that these 
gentlemen will cheerfully a£Pord you erery informal 
tion with regard to my habits, character, &c. I also 
append the name of a well-known London merchant 
who is perfectly acquainted with my means and 
resources, and who will furnish you with all the 
particulars you may desire to know in this direction. 

Should you feel disposed to receive my orders, 
and to place me on a footing similar to that of my 
respected predecessor, I trust that we may long have 
the pleasure of doing business together, resulting in 
mutual profit and advantage* 

On the oilier side, I send you an order, which, in 
the event of your being satisfied with my references 
I shaU feel obliged by your executing as promptly 
as possible. 

I remain, 

Gentlemen, 

Yours respectfully, 
W. Redgrave. 

Answer to the Foregoing. 

London, 4tli May, 18 — 

Mr. W. Redgrave. 
Dear Sir, — '• 

In reply to your favour of the 2nd 
inst., we beg to say that we are perfectly satisfied 
jvith your respectability fromtVi^ iuq^xi^ -^qu hare 
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enabled us to make } and we shall be ready at all 
times to attend to your esteemed orders. 

We have executed the order you favoured ua 
with, ^nd have forw^irded it per raiL Having dealt 

for so many years with the late Mr. r, we are 

thoroughly acquainted with the class of goods he 
required, and you may rely upon our care and judg- 
ment in always selecting for you the articles exactly 
suitable to your trade. The tferms upon which we 
do business with you will be precisely the same as 
those which existed between us and your worthy 
predecessor. 

Trusting, with you, that our transactions may 
prove mutually satisfactory and advantageous, and 
wishing you every success. 

We are. 

Dear Sir, 

Yours faithfully^ 

Williamson & Co. 



Complaining of Delay in the execution of an Order, 

Southampton, 23rd March, 18 — 
Mr. S. Murfett. 

Dear Sir, — 

On the iOth inst. I fbrwarded you an 

order, requesting you to execute and despatch it not 

later than the 20th inst. The 28rd of the month 

has now arrived, but the goods have not yet come to 

hand, neither have I received any tidings of them. 

This delay has put me to the greatest inconvenience, 

and has compelled me to break my faith with some 

of my best customers. If you found it im^cs«»3cAs8^ 

to execute the order by the time ^\a^\3\i^\a^^^'«'»^'^^ 
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did you not write to me to that effect, in order to 
enable me to advise my correspondents accordingly ? 

I now write most positively to say, that unless 
the goods are delivered by the 30th inst. at the very 
latest, I cannot receive them, as afler that date they 
will be perfectly useless. 

Trusting that you will use every effort to prevent 
further disappointment and delay, 

I am, 

Dear Sir, 

Yours truly, 

B. Conway. 



Answer to the Foregoing* 

London, 17, Selden Street, 24th March, 18-- 
Mk. B. Conway. 
Dear Sir, — 

I regret exceedingly the non-delivery 
of your esteemed order, and the inconvenience and 
disappointment occasioned you thereby. I can 
assure you, however, that I am in no way responsible 
for the delay, but that, on the contrary, I have used 
every effort to secure the prompt execution and 
despatch of the order. 

It happens, imfortunately for us, that just at the 
present moment the manufacturers are overwhelmed 
with business, and, in a juncture such as this, there 
is no help for it but to wait patiently the execution 
in due course of the orders sent. 

With the hope, however, of prevailing upon the 
manufiicturer in this particular instance to use a 
little extra diligence, I have written him, by this 
eremng's post, a most \xrg,eii\, \^^\«t \ and I feel 
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certain that if my request can be complied with, it 
most certainly will be. So soon as I receive an 
answer, I will write or telegraph to you such posi- 
tive information as may prevent further disappoint- 
ment. 

I must apologize for not having written to you 
previously ; but the truth is, I myself was expecting 
every day to hear some tidings of the order which I 
might send you. 

Regretting the trouble and annoyance to which 
you have been put, and trusting these will be 
speedily remedied, 

I am. 

Dear Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 

S. MURFETT. 



Frmn a young Manufacturer about to establish Amw- 

self in Business, 

Bradford, 10, Singleton Street, 15th January, 18 — 

Messrs. Shipton & Co. 
Gentlemen, — 

After having been employed for many 
years in some of the best houses in this town, I beg 
to inform you that I am about to establish myself on 
my own account at the above address, where I shall 
always have on hand an extensive assortment of 
woollen and cotton goods. 

Meanwhile, I beg to enclose you patterns, with 
prices afl^ed, of some of the newest and best 
varieties ; and I shall be most happy to receive your 
esteemed order for any or all of th^^^^ «iA\ ^sel-^^s.- 
suaded that, upon examination aa^ coTK!5«Kv^<2PsvC^<2f^ 
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of the quality and prices of these goods, you will 
find nothing to complain of. 

Permit me to assure you that my constant endea- 
vour will be to afford satisfaction in every particular 
and on all occasions. And trusting that I may be 
favoured with your support, 

I remain, 

Gentlemen, 

Yours respectfully, 
^^_^_____^ 0. Nbwman. 

Applying for an Agency, 

Bristol, 6th August, 18— 

Messrs. Webb & Buck. 

Gentlemen, — 

Having heard that you are desirous 
of establishing an agency in this city for the sale of 
your goods, and being at present in search of such 
an appointment, I take the liberty of proffering my 
services. 

I beg to inform you that I have been established 
for many years in this place, and have not only a 
thorough knowledge of the class of goods in which 
you deal, but am also intimately acquainted with 
most of the persons in this locality who would be 
likely to become purchasers. These you will own to 
be special advantages, to which I may add, that I can 
urnish you with the highest references of my respec- 
tability and business qualifications. 

I think it also not improbable that I shotdd be able 

to open a trade for you in the neighbouring town, 

and through other channels, of which you have at 

present, possibly, no conception. At all events, I feel 

certain that I should be able to ^o ^o\x\\xsN2vRfts^fii>c^Vv 
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attend to your interests in such a manner as to give you 
no cause to regret having put them into my hands. 
Should you entertain my proposal, and consider 
it necessary for me to wait upon you personally, 
with a view to further arrangements, I shall be most 
happy to come to town for that purpose, or to meet 
your representative here or elsewhere. . If, on the 
other hand, you deem it possible to settle terms, &c., 
by correspondence, I shall be prepared to receive 
your instructions per letter, and to return you such 
answers as may assure you of the business having 
been entered upon with a perfect understanding. 
Awaiting the pleasure of your reply, 
I remain, 

Gentlemen, 

Yours respectfully, 

Thomas Trentham. 



Requesting Information respecting the character and 
means of a Comm^erdal Firm, 

LondoDi 10, Brook Street, 18th April, 18— 

Messrs. Hobinson & Co., Glasgow. 
Gentlemen,— 

^ Messrs. — , merchants, of your city, 
have made certain offers to me, which promise advan- 
tage, provided they are stable; but which, on the con- 
trary, would involve me in heavy responsibilities, if 
my correspondents failed to meet their engagements. 
As I have not the pleasure of knowing the gentle- 
men named, it is as a matter of prudence essential 
that I should be on my guard. To yoxsL^ ^Jaen^^-^^^ 
I apply in this difficulty, and Ti\io^^ ^•e^.^^'cx '^ ^ 
great favour if you would acquaioXi Tccie^ ^^ ^^^ ^&\^s^ 



> 
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in your power, with information respecting tHe cha- 
racter and means of Messrs. . 

The readiness with which you have ever complied 
with my requests, leads me to hope that you will 
still further oblige me on this particular occasion, 
and I need scarcely say that you may count upon 
my discretion in keeping profoundly secret such in- 
formation as you may kindly afford me. 
I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your truly obliged, 
D. Manwell. 

From a Commercial Traveller to his Employers. 

Staflford, 17th May, 18— 

Messrs. Harvey, Jones, & Co. 
Gentlemen, — 

On the other side I beg to hand 
orders, which you will, perhaps, be good enough to 
execute and forward without delay. 

Although my success in this town has not been 
equal to my wishes, I trust you will give me credit 
for having exerted myself to the utmost, and that 
you will be induced to consider the results under 
the present circumstances as favourable as could be 
expected. You are aware that trade in me provinces 
is in a most unsatisfactory state, and in this parti- 
cular locality I can assure you that everything appears 
to be in a depressed condition; and, go where I will 
I am met by complaints of the unusual badness of 
business. 

I trust, however, that as I move onwards, matters 
vnll mend. No effort alaaW \»^ ^«xi\.\x>L^ on my part 
not only to do a good "bufian^aa ^^^^i ^^ ^svvsXKstskssn^ 
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but to open new accounts. I will not fail to send 

you, day by day, an account of my progress, and I 

hope it will be in my power to enclose in each letter 

a fuU sheet of orders. 

I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Yours respectfully, 

G. Robertson. 



In Answer to an Advertisement for a Cleric^ ^c. 

17, Camfield-Btreet, W.C., 9th October, 18— 
Gentlemen, 

In reply to your advertisement in the 
Times of to-day, I beg to offer my services. 

I am twenty-five years of age and unmarried. I 

was for four years in the house of Messrs. , 

where I fiUed a situation similar to that indicated by 
you ; and I have every confidence of being able to 
fulfil the duties of the vacant post. 

With regard to salary, I should ask £ a year, 

the same that I have been in the habit of receiving, 
and which, I trust, you wiU not consider excessive. 

I left the service of my late employers on the 

y of my own accord, and for reasons that can 

be satisfactorily explained. Those gentlemen, upon 
being referred to, will no doubt testify to my fitness 
for the situation I seek in your establishment ; and, 
trusting that I may be honoured with your pre- 
ference, 

I remain, 

Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant. 

To N. D. & Co., PoBt Oftoe, Coxdca;^ 
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In Answer to an Advertisement for a Domestic 

Servant 

29, Brook Place, S.W., 16th February, 18— 
Madam, 

In answer to your advertisement in this 

day's Morning Post, I beg to offer myself for the 

vacant situation. 

I have been for two years employed in a similar 
capacity in the establishment of Mrs. — , at the 
above address, and I believe I have succeeded in 
giving general satisfaction. 

The reason for my leaving my present employ- 
ment is that the family intend to reside abroad, but 
I prefer to remain in England. My mistress has 
given me leave to say that, should you desire to see 
me, she will permit me to wait upon you at any time 
you may please to appoint. And she herself will 
be happy to see you, and to recommend me per- 
sonally. 

Hoping to be favoured with a reply, 
I remain, Madam, 

Your obedient servant, 

Sarah Adams, 

To X. v., Library, Ashburton-terrace. 



In Answer to an Advertisement offenng General 

Employment, 

12, Vincent Terrace, S.W., 7th Jane, 18 — 
SiK, 

I hasten to reply to your advertisement 
in the Daily Telegraph of to-day. I am most 
desirous of obtaining emplojnnent, and would not con- 
sider present emolument so much an object as the 
prospect of a permanent and •3ces^^cXvi^Aa ^v.x-vwiijGissi^ 
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I am a young man (age, 21), and single. I have 
received a good commercial education, and am versed 
in book-keeping and accounts generally. In other 
respects I am willing to render myself generally use- 
ful, and, although I have not hitherto filled a situa- 
tion, I doubt not that in a short time I should be 
able to fulfil any duties assigned to me. 

In the event of your doing me the honour to 
select me for the proffered employment, I could fur- 
nish you with satisfactory testimonials as to character, 
and could, if necessary, provide guarantees for 
fidelity. 

Trusting that I may have the honour of hearing 
from you in reply, 

I remain, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

Henry Marsh. 
To C. K., Blackford's Hotel. 



Asking permission to refer to a Person, 

32, Burcham Street, 14th April, 18— 

Dear Sir, 

As I have had the honour of being 
known to you for some years, duiing which period 
I trust my conduct has impressed you favourably, I 
take the liberty of soliciting at your hands the fol- 
lowing favour. 

Messrs. are in want of a correspondent at 

Paris, and as I am about to proceed there on some 
affairs of my own, and shall probably take up my 
residence in that capital for some Y^^^'^^ ^ ^'^^^^^ 
anxious to secure a post vfToi^Ai wg^^^t^ '^ \s\si.\a. 
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every way eligible, and accords with my views 
exactly. 

As a matter of course, Messrs. — — desire testi- 
monials as to my capacity and integrity, and as you 
are in a position to speak positively on these points, 
I have written to ask you whether I may so far tres- 
pass on your kindness as to mention your name by 
way of reference. 

Should you kindly grant this request, I need 
scarcely assure you that my endeavour will be to 

prove both to Messrs. and yourself that you 

have not been mistaken in your opinion of me, while 
I shall ever feel grateful for this further instance of 
the interest evinced by you in the welfare of 

Your truly obliged, 

T. Salter. 
A. Rupert, Esq. 



From a Set*vant to a former Employer , whose name 
has been given as a Reference. 

18, Walmsley Square, 2nd June, 18 

Sir, 

I be^ to inform you that I have a 

prospect of being employed in the establishment 

of Messrs. . I had an interview with those 

gentlemen this morning, and being asked for a 
reference, took the liberty of giving them your 
name. 

The length of time that I had the honour of 

serving you, and the general satisfaction which 

you were pleased to express with my conduct 

and abihty, lead me to hope that you will 

/Bpeak favourably of me, a-u^ \Jaa.\. ^ws^ ^'^ vdd 



THE BUSINESS LETTER- WRITER. 153 

this to the numerous obligations already conferred 
upon, 

Sir, 
Your old and obliged servant, 

E. Metcalf. 
W. Martin, Esq. 

« 

From a Servant who has received Notice of Dismissal^ 
hut desires to retain his Situation. 

6th February, 18— 
Sir, 

I trust you will pardon me for addressing 
you on the subject of our recent misimderstanding, 
and that you Avill be pleased to receive my sincere 
expressions of regret for the hasty and unjustifiable 
conduct into which I was momentarily betrayed. 

The long period that I have had the honour of 
serving you is a sufficient proof of the esteem in 
which I hold my employer, and the value I set upon 
my employment, while, on the other hand, I trust 
that it also furnishes some evidence of my having 
faithfully served you. Most painful would it be 
to me under any circumstances to terminate this 
honourable and happy connexion, but still more 
painful to quit your service through an unfortunate 
incident, which, ever since its occurrence, has given 
me ceaseless imeasiness, and which I shall ever 
regret. 

I therefore beg, sir, to tender you the most ample 
and heartfelt apologies for the indiscretion of which I 
was guilty, to express to you my unalterable esteem 
and respect, and to assure you that you shall never 
again have occasion to com^\a^ q»^ ^ ^sssss^sbk. 
error. 
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Trusting in your leniency to forgive the fault, and 
to your kindness in assuring me of that forgiveness, 

I remain, 
Sir, 
Yours obediently and respectfully, 

J. Green. 

S. Morton, Esq. 



From an Employe soliciting an Increase of Salary. 

30th December, IB- 
Gentlemen, 

I trust you "will excuse my addressing 
you upon a subject which is of the utmost impor- 
tance to myself, and which I venture to hope is not 
wholly without interest to you. 

I beg to remind you that I have now been two 
years in your employment mthout receiving any ad- 
vance of salary. Meanwhile, I have served you to the 
best of my abilities, the business of the department 
in which I am engaged has considerably increased 
and I leave it to you to determine whether the im- 
proved trade is in any way due to my exertions • 
and, if so, whether my services are worthy of a pro- 
portionate augmentation of remuneration. 

I have delayed troubling you with this matter as 
long as possible, hoping to have heard in the first 
instance from you ; but I can quite understand that 
your multifarious transactions, and the niunber of 
interests you have to care for, may cause you to 
overlook rather thaii be unmindful of the claims of 
an individual servant, and I feel satisfied, from the 
kind treatment I have uniformly received at your 
hands, tliat now I have ventured to call attention to 
m^r desire J it will not long T<imwm \mftQ\\sv.$)L^7t^^^ 
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Assuring you of my best endeavours to serve you, 
thanking you for past kindness, and tinisting that 
you will shortly favour me with a reply in the 
affirmative, 

I remain. 

Gentlemen, 

Yours respectfully, 

IIenry Brooks. 
Messrs. Ponsford & Co. 



Recommending New Goods, 

London, 10, Kent Street, 4th May, 18 — 
Mb. H. Preston. 

Sir,— 

I have the honour to inform you that 

I have just received a large assortment of French 

silks. 

Enclosed I beg to hand you patterns, with prices 

affixed, and I trust that the excellent quality of the 

goods, the novelty of the designs, and the lowness 

of price will induce you to favour me with an 

order. I am. 

Sir, 

Yours respectfully, 

T. Moon. 



From a young Man who has been recommended to a 

Meixhant, 

15, Chester Crescent, S., 14th February, 18 — 
Sir, 

Having learnt from Mr. that 

you were desirous that I shoxxid N^fvVi \.o ^^^% 

hasten to discharge that duty. 
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I have always felt a great inclination towards 
commerce, and have entertained a hope of gaining 
admission into an establishment such as yours, 
still further to stimulate my predilection for trade. 
And I beg to assure you, sir, that if assiduity, 
energy, obedience, and fidelity can gain your favour, 
I shall not neglect to render myself deserving of it. 

My father desires me to say that he will have the 
honour of presenting me to you on Tuesday next, 
and I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

W. Sutton, Esq. H. Tatlok. 

From a young Man in a Retail House of Business^ 
who is desirous of entering the Wholesale Trade. 

9, Wellington Street, W.C., 8th April, 18— 
Sir, 

I have learnt from Mr. , in whose 

employment I have been for the last three years, that 
there is a vacancy for a junior hand in your establish- 
ment. I have a great desire to enter the wholesale 
trade, with the view of devoting myself hereafter 

entirely to that branch of commerce. Mr. 

approves my project, it is with his knowledge and 
consent that I address you, and he will be happy to 
speak as to my character and abilities. 

Should you be pleased to admit me into yotir es- 
tabUshment, my constant endeavour would be, by 
unremitting attention to my duties, to justify your 
preference and merit your good opinion. 
I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Youx obedient servant^ 
O. Brampton, Esq,. '^•'^^a^w:^. 
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Requesting iaformution respecting the solvency of a 

Tradesman, 

Edinburgh, Tth November, 18 — 
Dear Sir, 

A tradesman of your town, whose 

name is written on the enclosed paper, has just for- 
warded me a large order for my goods. Not having 
had any transactions with him, and being naturally 
desirous of ascertaining if he is trustworthy, I should 
esteem it a great favour if you would give me such 
information as you are able upon this point. 

I must apologize for the trouble I am giving you, 
which, however, you vdll probably excuse, on accoimt 
of the importance of the affair. 

I am, 

Dear Sir, 

Yours truly, 
Mr. R. Middleton. E. Venables, 



Reply to the foregoing (Favourable), 

Scarborough, 9th November, 18 — 

Dear Sir, 

In reply to yours of the 7th inst, I 

am happy to be able to inform you that the person, 
whose name you forwarded to me, merits your entire 
confidence. 

Of his means I am not precisely informed. I be- 
lieve them, however, to be adequate to the require- 
ments of his trade ; but of his character and habits 
I can confidently speak in the highest terms ; he is 
prompt and punctual in all his transactions, and I 
believe no person ever had occa^iOTL \» wg^ \»^\iCTi. 
for bis accoimt twice. 
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I am happy to be able to send you these assurances, 
and trusting that your business relations may prove 
mutually profitable and advantageous, 

lam, 

Dear Sir, 

Yours truly, 

B. MiDDLETON. 

Mr. E. Venables. 



Beply ( Unfavourable), 

Bamsgatei 9th November, 18 — 
Dear Sir, — 

I regret to say that the person whose 
name you mention is totally unworthy of being 
trusted. He has no capital, and, what is worse, is 
wholly devoid of principle. He is well known 
to have been in difficulties for some time past, 
and contrives temporarily to bolster up his afEairs 
by obtaining new credits, and systematically under- 
selling his goods. Sooner or later his failure is cer- 
tain, and his creditors will, I am convinced, get next 
to nothing. 

I am sorry that I should have to give this account 
of any brother tradesman, but, since you demand it 
of me, and it is important to your interests, I am 
compelled to speak the truth. 

I am. 

Dear Sir, 

Yours truly, 

Mr. E. Venables. 
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tendering an Account of Saks. 

Leeds, 7 th January, 18— 

Mr. C. Davenport. 

Sir,— 

Yoiir 20 packs of wool, consigned to 

us on the 19th ult., have all been disposed of for 

cash, agreeably to your instructions. 

The net proceeds are 93/. IO5., which sum has 

been paid into the bank, and we await your draft 

upon us, when it will be paid at sight. 

Trusting for further favours, 

We are. 

Sir, 

Yours respectfully, 

Ambler & Co. 



Rendering an Account Current, 

Liverpool, 2nd January, 18 — 
Mr. M. White. 

Dear Sir, — 

Enclosed we beg to hand you an 

account current of sal6s and charges for the last six 

months, which we believe you will find correct. Our 

sales during that period have amounted to 600/. 

We enclose a cheque for the sum of 400/., the 

amount due to you, and desire that you will be kind 

enough to send a receipt. We have a balance of your 

goods in our warehouse amounting to ISO/., which 

has been placed to your credit in a new account. 

Awaiting farther favours. 

We are. 

Dear Sir, 
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Enclosing atatamtnt o/Acetmnt. 

Loodon, WftiGiig Street, 
SOtili Septonber, IS — 
MiSSBS. FSTXR & Co. 

GESTLEXESfj 

Enclofled we beg to liand you state- 
ment of account for the past month, which we 
beliere jon will find correct. We shall feel obliged 
by jour exaTnining the same at your earEest con- 
yenience, and shall be happy to receire yonr dieque 
for the amount, orinstnictiona to draw iqpon yoa in 
the ordinary coarse. 

We are, 

Grentlemen, 

Yours truly, 

GOBDOK & CTo. 



Enclosing Bill for Acceptance, 

London, 22, Prescot Street, 1st April, 18 — 

Mr. G. Holxax. 

D£AB Sir, — 

Enclosed we beg to hand you bill for 
acceptance for 92/. 12«., the amount of the balance 
due from you to us to the present date. We shall 
feel obliged by your accepting the same and returning 
it in due course. 

And awaiting further favours, 

We are, 

Dear Sir, 

Yours truly, 

G. MOWATT & Co. 
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Reminding the Correspondent of the Statement 
of Account remaining unnoticed. 

London, Watling Street, 7th October, 18^ 

Messrs. Fryer & Co. 

Gentlemen, — 

We beg to remind you tHat on the 

30 til Tilt., we forwarded statement of account, asking 

you at the same time either to transmit us a cheque, 

or to give us instructions to draw upon you in the 

ordinary way. Not having heard from you in reply, 

we again write, begging your immediate attention 

to this matter, and you will oblige. 

Gentlemen, 

Yours truly, 

Gordon & Co. 



Complainhig of a returned Bill of Exchange, 

London, Beresford Place, 8th July, 18-* 
Mr. T. Wright. 

Sir, — 

I am much surprised and vexed at 
having returned to me the bill I drew upon you in 
accordance with the terms agreed upon between us. 
When you found that you were not in a position to 
meet the bill, you should have advised me of the 
fact, so as to enable me to make some arrangement. 
Your not having done this, has put me to the 
greatest inconvenience, and I must inform you that 
unless the bill is acquitted within ten days, I shall 
be compelled to take immediate steps in the matter; 

I am, 

Sir, 

Yours respectfully, 

W 
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From a Shopkeeper to a Wholesale Dealer y requesting 
further time for Payment, 

Reading, 2nd March, 18 — 

Dear Sir, 

I am compelled by unforeseen circum- 
stances, and much against my will, to make a request 
— the first one of the kind I have ever preferred, 
and I hope the last. 

Owing to the unfavourable state of the weather 
and other causes, business has latterly been so bad 
that I have been unable to realize the funds neces- 
sary to meet my engagements, and I see no prospect 
of doing so at present, unless it is by disposing of 
my stock at a great sacrifice, which I do not think 
you would desire me to do. 

I have a number of good accounts, none of 
which are, however, due for three weeks, and I could 
not ask for payment beforehand without running 
the risk of offending some of my best and largest 
customers. 

I trust that under these circumstances you will 
extend your indulgence to me, and suffer my account 
to stand over, say till this day month, when it will 
be punctually met, and the obligation gratefully 
acknowledged by. 

Yours respectfully, 

S. TiLLEY. 

H. Malcom, Esq. 



liepli/ to the Foregoing. 

London, Warwick Square, 3rd March, 18 

Dear Sir, 

In reply to yoiu: letter of yesterday^s 
date, I beg to say tW 1 mo?^. <^^i*;^^ ^>rr«^r.^ 
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your very reasonable request, and I am only sorry to 

find that business should have been so bad as to 

place you in this awkward position. 

I trust, however, that matters will shortly improve 

with you, and, assuring you of my continued desire 

to serve you, 

I am. 

Dear Sir, 

Yours truly, 

H. Malcom. 
Mr. S. Tilley. 



Another Reply. 
London, II, Falkirk Street, 4th March, 18— 

Dear Sir, 

I was somewhat embarrassed by the 
receipt of your letter postponing the payment of your 
account, for to tell you the truth, I had partly 
depended on the cash due from you to meet some 
engagements of my own. 

I do not, however, wish to appear harsh and 
selfish, and I shall be content to allow the matter to 
stand over until the time you mention. I must at 
the same time request you to be punctual then, as 
non-fulfilment on your part would really place mc 
in a position of some difficulty. 

I am, 

Dear Sir, 

Yours truly, 

M. Evans, 
Mr. S. Tilley. 
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Complaining of Want of Punctuality of Payment. 

London, 4, Ackworth Street, 16tli January, 18 — 
Mr. T. Tardrew. 
Sir,— 

You wrote to me a month since, 
declaring your inability to settle your account, and 
stating in the most positive terms that a settlement 
should be made on the 2nd of the present month. 
More than a fortnight has elapsed since the day 
named, but the promised settlement has not been 
made, neither have I heard from you one word 
respecting the affair. 

I am now compelled to write to you in more 
serious terms, and to urge upon you the necessity of 
attending to this matter without farther delay. 

As a man of business, you must be aware that 
these irregularities in connexion with money affairs 
are calculated to cause not only mistrust in yourself, 
but considerable inconvenience to me, and I must 
tell you plainly that if all my customers were as 
tardy in settling their accounts as you are, I should 
soon have to give up business. 

I cannot help thinking that although you may, as 
other men do, experience occasional periods of 
pressure, the general irregularity in your payments 
arises from an absence of consideration for others 
rather than a want of means ; and now that I have 
thus placed the matter before you, I do hope that 
you will not only promptly attend to the account 
outstanding, but that you will endeavour to be more 
punctual in future engagements. 

I am, Sir, . 

Yours respectftdly. 
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From an Emphy^^ acJcnowledging an Increase of 

Salary, 

let January, 18— 

Gentlemen, 

I beg to express my sincere and heart- 
felt thanks for the increase in my salary which you 
have been good enough to notify to me. this day. 

Apart from the mere pecuniary benefit which this 
advance of emolument ensures, there remains to me 
the gratifying assurance that my services have given 
you satisfaction sufficient to induce an expression of 
your goodwill; and I will endeavour to increase 
the value of my services proportionally with the 
estimate you have been pleased to set upon them. 

Trusting that I shall have the honour and happi- 
ness to serve you for many years to come, and with 
the most sincere ^shes for the continued prosperity 

of the firm, 

I remain, 

Gendemen, 

Your obliged and obedient servant, 

M. Parker, 
Messrs. Woodrow & Co. 



From an Employe^ ashing Leave of Absence, 

2nd August, 18 — 

Gentlemen, — 

I take the liberty of reminding you 
that I have now served you unremittingly for two 
years, without having be^ absent from my post for 
a single day, I trusty therefore, that you will not 
consider me presumptuous or inconsiderate if I now 
venture to solicit leave of abse>ii^^ iox ^^^"^ ^^ ^^^^^ 
days. 
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My wish is to visit my friends in the country. I 

have no doubt that the relaxation and change of air 

Avill have a beneficial effect upon my health, and 

enable me to return to my duties with renewed 

strength and energy. 

Trusting to your Idndness to grant me this fitvour, 

I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Yours respectfully, 

A, West. 
Messrs. Cook & Co. 



From a Wholesale Dealei* to a Tradesman^ requesting 
the Early Payment of an Account, 

Cork, 6th July, 18— 

Dear Sir, 

I trust you will pardon the liberty I take 

in writing to you to ask if you will oblige me with 

the amoimt of your account within the present week, 

and in consideration of your paying the same before 

it is due, I am willing to deduct an extra discount 

of five per cent. 

I assure you that I should not have troubled you 

in this matter had I not been disappointed in the 

receipt of cash fi:om quarters where I confidently 

expecteS it ; and I thought it possible that the 

deduction of extra discount, together with your 

general wish to serve me, would induce you to 

oblige me in this particular. 

I am, 
Dear Sir, 

Yours truly, 

O. Kkiobt. 

iMr# D. Barnfoid. 
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Frmi a Tradesman to a Customer^ requesting 
Payment of his Account. 

32, Shephei-d Place, N. W, 
Sir, 

I beg to remind you respectftilly that my 
account has been standing for several months un- 
settled. 

I should not even now have troubled you were it 
not that in a few days I shall have to meet a heavy bill, 
and I have at present no means of providing for it. 

I should, therefore, esteem it a great favour if you 
would kindly let me have either the whole or a por- 
tion of your account in the course of two or three 
days. 

Thanking you for past favours, 

I remain. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

A. Marks, 
W. Browne, Esq. 



From a Tradesman in Straitened Circumstances to his 

Principal Creditor, 

9, Halswell Street, W, 
Sir, 

It is with extreme reluctance and regret 

that I have to inform you that my afEair^ are for 
the present so embarrassed, as to preclude the 
possibility of meeting my engagements for some four 
or five months. To you, as my principal creditor, 
I address myself in this difficulty, trusting that you 
will allow me the extension of time I ask, which, if 
granted, will enable me to discharge in full all the 
claims upon me, and place my afiEaix^ Q^Dk$sfc\s\R^t^^».'a» 
health/ condition. 1 may ixiSoxixi ^ovx. x^^ ^sssjj ^iffi^- 
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culties have arisen from circiunstances over wHcli 
I covld exercise no control. During the last twelve 
months I have been visited with severe femily ajBiic- 
tion, and, in addition, several customers who, in the 
aggregate, owe me a large sum, have either fidled 
or kept out of the way. 

Trusting to your kindness to grant this request, 

I remain, 
Sir, 

Yours respectfully, 
W. Milner, Esq. Arthur Watsok. 



From a Merchant who has been compelled to suspend 

Payment, 

Haycroft Chambers, E.C., 4th October, 18 — 

Gentlemen, 

It becomes my painful duty to apprise 
you that, owing to the non-realization of several 
cargoes of goods shipped by me to America in the 
spring of the present year, I am compelled to suspend 
payment. 

I have no doubt that when the tone of the market 
improves, as in the ordinary course it shortly must, 
there wiU be little difficulty in effecting the sale of 
the merchandize in question. 

Meanwhile, I have placed my books, &c., in the 

hands of Messrs. , the well-known accountants, 

and I trust that even under the darkest aspect of 
affairs there will be a considerable dividend forth- 
coming shortly, and that ultimately, the estate will 
yield twenty shillings in the pound. 

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 
Messrs. Toplis & Co. ^- '^Sj^S'nsa. 
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Inquiring into the Character of a ClerJc, 

10, Cumberland Court, E., 7th April, 18— 
Sir, 

Mr. "William Jameson, who represents 

himself as having been in your employment for 
three years, has referred me to you for his cha- 
racter ; and as I have some intention of engaging 
him, I should feel obliged if you would inform me as 
to his honesty and general good conduct, as well as 
to his fitness for the post which he seeks to fill in my 

establishment. 

I am, 

Sir, 

Yours respectfully, 

J. Clowes. 
B. Bunsen, Esq. 

Reply to the Foregoing, 

Throgmorton Street, 8th April, 18 — 
Sir, 

In reply to your inquiry respecting the 

character of Mr. W. Jameson, I beg to say that he 
was in my employment for three years as book- 
keeper. During that time he served me with 
fidelity, and conducted himself to my entire satis- 
faction. I, moreover, consider him well fitted to 
undertake the duties of counting-house clerk. 

I am. 
Sir, 
Yours respectfully, 

B. BUKSEK. 

J. Clowes, Esq. 
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CirrularH. 



{Occasional Circular — Returning Thanks and 
bespeaking further Support,) 

W. TENNANT'S 

Old-Established Wine and Spirit Stores, 

Redfield Street, Manchester. 

W. Tennant, in accordance with periodical cus- 
tom, begs to return his sincere thanks to the 
numerous Friends and Customers, who have for so 
many years favoured him with their patronage and 
support. 

W. T. avails himself of this opportunity to invite 
attention to the accompanying List of Prices of the 
various classes of Wines and Spirits which he has in 
store, and to assure his patrons that, while the prices 
of his articles are lower than have hitherto been 
known, the quality maintains the same high standard 
for which his Wines and Spirits have been so long 
famous. 

W. T. also wishes to observe that the same prin- 
ciples of conducting business, which have, up to the 
present moment, given so much satisfaction, will for 
the future be strictly abided by ; and by thus study- 
ing the wishes of his customers in every particular, 
he trusts to receive a continuance of that patronage, 
which he is so happy to possess^ and so proud to 
nckiiowiedge. 
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{0}Kning a New Eatahlishment.) 

Sandford's New Toy and Fancy Repository, 
Marine Parade, Brighton. 

George Sandford begs respectfully to inform the 
Nobility, Gentry, and Inhabitants generally of 
Brighton and its vicinity that he has just opened an 
establishment at the above address, for -the sale of 
Toys, and Fancy Articles of every description. 

G. S., having been for many years connected with 
this trade, is in a position to purchase his stock on 
reasonable terms, and to vend the various articles at 
a proportionate advantage. From long experience, 
he is also enabled to regulate his selections accord- 
ing to prevailing tastes and requirements, and to 
secure the best qualities and the latest novelties in 
this class of goods. 

G. S. also begs to state that liis constant en- 
deavour will be, by the excellence of his wares, the 
moderation of his charges, and unremitting attention 
to the wishes of his customers, to ensure and retain 
that patronage and support which he now respect- 
fully solicits. 



{Succeeding to a Business previously conducted 
by another Person,) 

ROBERT WALFORD, 

(Late William Reeves) 

Grocer, and Italian Warehouseman, 

16, Suffield Street, Portsea. • 

Robert Walford begs respectCxxtt:^ \.^ yoSsttk^ ^Sfts. 

inhabitant of Portsea ihsit \iQ\iW^TOR^^^^'^'^^^ 
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Grocery and Oil and Italian business formerly con- 
ducted by Mr. William Reeves. 

R. W. begs to assure those Ladies and Gentlemen 
who have favoured his predecessor with their custom, 
that they wiU stiU be able to procure at the above 
establishment articles of the same excellence at the 
same moderate prices as formerly. The new pro- 
prietor also hopes to attract to his establiahment 
l)iu'chasers who have not hitherto dealt there. 

With the hope of giving satisfaction to all parties, 
R. W. has determined to conduct his business upon 
liberal principles, and while supplying the very best 
articles in the market, to sell them at prices that can 
bear the test of comparison with those of any other 
house in the trade. 



(Retiring from Business — Selling off Stock.) 

Retiring from Business! — ^Disposal of Stock at 

Prime Cost! 
AT JOHNSON'S SILK & DRAPERY WAEJEHOUSE, 

Ann Street, Stockport. 

II. Johnson has the honour to announce to his 
Friends, Customers, and the Inhabitants of Stock- 
port, that he is about to retire from the Linen 
Drapery Establishment which he has successfully 
conducted for so many years. 

Wliile r«tui*ning thanks for the liberal patronage 
"which has thus procured for him the means of inde- 
pendence, II. J. begs to notify that the whole of his 
extensive stock of silks, velvets, ribbons, mantles, 
shawls, woollen and cotton goods, haberdashery, 
&C.J is now on sale at prime cost, and, as the 
premises wiR be shortly requited fci: oi^^ Y^a\K»u«S 
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the whole of the goods must be immediately dis- 
posed of without reserve. 

Purchasers are respectfully requested to come 
early to prevent disappointment. 



{Alteration of Premises — Selling off JStocL) 

ALTERATION OF PREMISES I 

Selling off at 50 per Cent. Reduction I 

HAMMOND'S 

Furnishing and Ironmongery Warehouse, 

Clifford Terrace, Nottingham. 

S. Hammond begs respectfidly to inform his 
Friends, Customers, and the Inhabitants of Notting- 
ham, that in order to meet the requirements of his 
greatly increased trade, he is about to alter and 
enlarge his premises. 

As it is his intention to re -open his establishment 
with an entirely new assortment of goods, the stock 
on hand at present wiU be sold at a reduction of at 
least 50 per cent., and purchasers are respectfully in^ 
vited to avail themselves of this opportunity of 
providing themselves with articles in furniture and 
ironmongery at unprecedentedly low prices. 

N.B. — The alterations will commence early next 
month, and the whole of the present stock must be 
cleared off by that time* 
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rOEMS, &c., 

IN CONKEXION WITH COMMERCE AND 
OTHER AFFAIRS. 

Foi^m of Cheque, 

London, 8th December, 18— 

Messrs. Coutts & Co., 

Pay Mr. A. B., or bearer, One Hundred 

Pounds on account of . 

£100. John Smith. 



Form of Ordinary Bill of Exchange. 

London, Ist May, 18^ 
£100. 

Three months after date pay to me, or 
order, One Hundred Pounds. Value received. 

T. Thompson. 
To Mr. II. Brown, 

Liverpool. 

N.B. — This admits of the following variations, 
according to circumstances. Instead of " three 
months after date," it may be at sight, or at 
such a time "afler sight," or at such a specified 
time, or "on demand," and the instruction to pay 
may be " to A. B., or order." 



Form of a Foreign Bill of Exchange. 

Barcelona, Ist June. 18 

£100. 

Sixty days after sight of the First 
of Exchange (Second and T\i\]:^ \m^^^ ^^ to 



THE 'business LETTER-WRITER. 176 

the order of Messrs. Gregory and Wilson, One 
Hundred Pounds sterling, value received ; and 
charge to account, with or without advice of 

William Richards. 

To Mr. Thomas Bryant,) ^^^°^^ ftThe" London 
mancnester. f and Westminster Bank, 

Payable m London, j London. 

The naming of the payee admits of the same 
variations as are exhibited in an ordinary Bill of 
Exchange ; the time of payment may be in like 
manner variously expressed. The term " usance" 
is sometimes employed to express the period of 
running-in foreign bills. It means a certain time 
fixed by custom as between any two places, and 
the period covered by a usance, will, therefore, 
depend on the places of drawing and payment. 



Foi^m of a Promissory Note. 

London, Ist July, 18 — 
£100. 

Three months after date, I promise to 

pay to Mr. Charles Price, or order. One Hundred 
Pounds, for value received. 

Henry Priestly. 



Foi^ni of Bill of Lading. 

SHIPPED, in good order and well conditioned, by 
Edward Irving & Co., in and upon the good ship 
called the Victm*ia, whereof is master for this pre- 
sent voyage, Henry Steele, and now riding in the 
river Douro, and boimd for London^ fo\sx^<scL\\a^j^- 
heads of red Port Wine,\)emgTa»xVL<^ «cA \ss5^o«^^^ 
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as ill the margin, and arc to be delivered in the like 
good order and well-conditioned, at the aforesaid 
port of London, the dangers of the seas only ex- 
cepted, tmto Mr. Thomas Jackson, or to his assigns, 
he or they paying freight for the said goods, fifty 
shillings sterling per ton, with primage and average 
accustomed. In witness whereof the master of the 
said ship has affirmed to three bills of lading, all of 
this tenor and date, one of which bills being accom- 
plished, the othera to stand void. 

Henry Steele. 
Oporto, 9th October, 18— 



Porm of Letter of Credit* 

London, 20th June, 18— 

To Messrs. Lefevre and Co., Bankers, Paris. 

Gentle^ieKj— 

Please advance Mr. Charles Russell, 
the bearer of this letter, the sum of Five Thousand 
Francs, as he may require it, and debit my accoimt 
with the same. 

On procuring Mr. Russell*s acknowledgment for 
the moneys received, you will be good enough, to 
ensure regularity, to compare his signature with 
that previously ti*ansmitted to you by me in my 
letter of the 14th inst 

I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Yours truly, 
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Form of Orditiary Receipt, 

London, 2nd May, 18— 

Received of Mr. John Frost, Twenty -nine Pounds 
128. 6d. 

£29 12s. 6d. C. Cuthbert. 

[N.B. — All receipts for siiras of two pounds and 
upwards require to have a receipt stamp affixed to 
them, across which is to be written the name or 
initials of the person receiving the money. The 
penalty for evading this law is £50.] 



Foi*m of Receipt for Rent, 

London, 10th August, 18 — 

Received of A. Wigram, Esq., Fifteen Poimds, 
being one quarter's rent due on Midsummer Day 
last, for the premises occupied by him at No. 14, 
South Rupert Street, W.C. 

£15 T. Phillips. 



Form of Agreement for Taking a House, 

Memorandum of an undertaking, entered into this 

day of , 18 — ^ between A. B. of ^ 

and C. D. of , as follows : — 

The said A. B. doth hereby let unto the said C. D. a 
dwelling-house, situate in the parish of , for 

the term of one year certain, and so on from year to 
year, and so on until half a year's notice to quit be 
given by or to either party, at the yearly rent of 

£ , payable quarterly ; the tenancy to commexj^^sA 

at day next. 

And the said A. B. dotli \JiA«tX«!ftft ^ "^^^ ^''^ 
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land-tax, the property-tax, and the sewer-rate, and 
to keep the said house in all necessary repairs, so 
long as the said C. D. shall continue therein. And 
the said C. D. doth undertake to take the said house 
of A. B. for and at the before-mentioned term and 
rent, and pay all taxes except those on land or 
property and the sewer-rate, and to abide by the 
other conditions aforesaid. 

Witness our hands the day and year aforesaid. 

A. B. 
Witness E. F. C. D. 

[N.B. — ^Premises are sometimes let for a term of 
years, or upon other conditions different from those 
specified above ; in such cases the agreement must, 
of course, be worded conformably.] 



Form of Notice to Quit, from a Tenant to Landlord, 

Sir, — 

I hereby give you riotice that on or before 

the day of next, I shall quit and deliver 

up possession of the house and premises I now hold 
of you, situate at — , in the parish of — — , in the 

county of . 

Dated this day of — — , 18—. 

Witness, K. I. G. H. 

To Mr. L. M. 



Form of Notice to Quit, from Landlord to Tenant 

Sir,— 

I hereby give you notice to quit the house 

and appurtenances, situate at No. — , which you 

now hold of me, on ox "beioxvi next. 

Dated , 18 — . ^, ^ /^ v 

Signed l^.O.^^sv^Q^, 

To Mr. P. Q. 
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Fo)*m of Will. 

THIS is the last Will and Testament of A. B., ot 

No. Street, . I hereby give and devise to 

my wife, Jane B., her heirs, executors, and adminis- 
trators, for her and their own use and benefit, abso- 
lutely and for ever,* all my estate and effects, both 
real and personal, whatsoever and wheresoever, and 
of what nature and quality soever, and I hereby ap- 
point her, the said Jane B., sole executrix of this 
my Will. In witness whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand this day of , one thousand eight 

hundred and . 

A. B. 

Signed by the said A. B., in the presence of us, 
present at the same time, who in his presence and 
in the presence of each other, attest and subscribe 
oui' names as witnesses hereto. 

[N.B. — The above is a simple form of WiU. They 
can, of course, be made in various ways, but in 
every case care shoidd be taken that the persons 
mentioned in the Will should be fully and properly 
designated, and that the testator's intentions be 
stated in language as clear and precise as possible.] 



Foi*m of Bill of Sale, 

KNOW all men by these presents, that I, A. B., of 

, for and in consideration of the sum of , 

in hand, paid, at and before the sealing and delivery 

hereof, by C. D., of , the receipt whereof I do 

hereby acknowledge, have bargained ^\A ^as^^> "^^Ss. 
by these presents do bargam sltv^\. ^^ \xsi\.o "Gw;^ ^'5>^^ 
a D., all the goods, \iOT3Lse\io\d «Xx>Si, ««v^ '^^^ ^' 
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nients of liousebold, and all other goods whatsoever 
mentioned in the schedule hereunto annexed, now 

remaining and being in . To have and to hold 

all and singular the goods, household stuff, and im- 
plements of household, and every of them by these 
presents, bargained and sold unto the said C. D., the 
executors, administrators, and assigns for ever, and 
I, the said A. B., for myself, my executors, and ad- 
ministrators, all and singular, of the said goods, 
unto the said C. D., his executors and adminis- 
trators, and assigns, and against all and every other 
person and persons whatsoever, shall and will warrant 
and for ever defend by these presents, of which 
goods I, the said A. B., have put the said C. D., in 
possession, by delivering him one silver candelabra, 
&c., on the sealing hereof; in witness whereof I 

have hereunto put my hand and seal, this day 

of , in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 

hundred and — — . 

A. B. 
Signed, sealed, and delivered, ) C. D. 
in the presence of us, / E. F. 
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DIRECTIONS FOR ADDRESSING 
PERSONS OF RANK, &a 



1. — In Letters or Conversation, 
2. — The Directions of Letters. 



THE ROYAL FAMILY. 

The Queen — 

1. Madam; Most Gracious Sovereign ; May it please 

your Majesty. 

2. To the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty. 

The Sons and Daughters, Brothers and Sisters of 
Sovereigns — 

1. Sir, or Madam, May it please your Royal High- 

ness. 

2. To His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales. 
To Her Royal Highness the Duchess of Cambridge. 

Other Branches of the Royal Family, 

1. Sir, or Madam, May it please your Highness. 

2. To His Royal Highness the Duke of Cambridge ; 

or. To Her Highness the Princess Mary of 
Cambridge. 

THE NOBILITY. 

A Duke, or Duchess — 

1. My Lord, or My Lady, May it please your Grace. 

2. To His Grace the Duke of Bedfox4\ ist^'^ci^^^t 

Grace the Duchess of "Bediot^, 
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A Marquis, or Marchioness^* 

1. My Lord, or My Lady, May it please yoxur Lord- 

ship, or May it please your Ladyship. 

2. To the Most Noble the Marquis, or Marchioness, 

of Westminster. 

An Earl or Countess — the same. 

To the Right Honourable the Earl, or Countess, of 
Shrewsbury. 

A Viscount or Viscountess— 

1. My Lord, or My Lady, May it please your Lord- 
ship, or, May it please your Ladyship. 

To the Right Honourable Viscount, or Viscountess, 
Lifford. 

A Baron or Baroness — ^the same. 

To the Right Honourable, the Baron, or Baroness, 
Pollock. 

The widow of a Nobleman is addressed in the 
same style, with the introduction of the word 
Dowager in the Superscription of her letters. 

To the Right Hon. the Dowager Countess Chester- 
field. 

The Sons of Dukes, and Marquises, and the eldest 
Sons of Earls, have, by courtesy, the titles of 
Lord and Right Honoiutible ; and all the 
Daughters have those of a Lady and Right 
Honourable. 

The younger Sons of Earls, and the Sons and 
Daughters of Viscounts and Barons, are styled 
Honourable. 
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OFFICIAL MEMBERS OF THE STATE. 

A Member of Her Majesty's Most Hon. Privy 
Council — 

1. Sir, or My Lord, Right Honourable Sir, or My 

Lord, as the case may require. 

2. To the Right Honourable ^* Her Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 



AMBASSADORS AND GOVERNORS UNDER 

HER MAJESTY. 

1. Sir, or My Lord, as the case may be; May it 

please your Excellency. 

2. To his Excellency the French (or other) Am- 

bassador. 

3. To his Excellency ^* Lieutenant General, 

and General Governor of that part of the United 
Kingdom called Ireland. 

JUDGES. 

1. My Lord, May it please your Lordship. 

2. To the Right Honourable , Lord Chief Justice 

of England. 

The Lord Mayor of London, Ydrk, or Dublin, and 
the Lord Provost of Edinburgh, during office 
— the same. 

1. My Lord, May it please your Lordship. 

* Here write the name, and specify the title or rank of the 
party addressed, as " The Right Honourable tUa ^ax\^^>Bk- 
chelsea." 



184 THI BUSmESS LETTER- WRITER. 

2. To the Higlit Hononrable , Lord Mayor of 

London. To tbe Kigbt Honourable , Lord 

ProYOSt of Edinburgh. 

The Lord Provost of every other town in Scotland 
is styled Honourable. 

The Mayors of all Corporations (excepting the pre- 
ceding Lord Mayors), and the Sheriffs, Alder- 
men, and Recorder of London, are addressed 
Right IWorshipful ; and the Aldermen and 
Recorders of other Corporations, and the 
Justices of the Peace, Worshipful. 



THE PARLIAMENT. 

House of Peers— 

1. My Lords, May it please your Lordships. 

2. To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual 

and Temporal, in Parliament assembled. 

House of Commons^ 

1. May it please your Honourable House. 

2. To the Honourable the Commons of the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Lreland. 



The Speaker of Dittc 

1. Sir, or Mr. Speaker. 

2. To the Right Honourable , the Speaker ol 

the House of Commons. 

A Member of the House of Commons not ennobled — 

1. Sir. 

2, To Thomas Hughes, "Bacv., "M.."? . 
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THE CLERGY. 
An Archbishop— 

1. My Lord, May it please your Grace. 

2.- To his Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury ; or, 

To the Most Reverend Father in God, :,* 

Lord Archbishop of Canterbury. 

A Bishop— 

1. My Lord, May it please your Lordship. 

2. To theHight Reverend Father in God, ,♦ 

Lord Bishop of Peterboro*. 

A Dean — 

1. Reverend Sir. 

2. To the Very Reverend Dr. — , Dean of West- 

minster; 

Archdeacons and Chancellors are addressed in the 
same manner. - 

The rest of the Clergy — 

1. Sir, — Reverend Sir. 

2. To the Rev. Dr. Campbell. 

To the Rev. J. Jones ; or. To the Rev. Mr. Wilson, &c. 

* Here 'write the Christian but not the surname. 
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ALPHABETICAL LlSd^ 



ov 



ABBREVIATIONS OF WORDS USED FOR 
DESPATCH IN WRITING. 



A.B. or B.A. Bftchelor of 

Arts. 
Abp. Archbisbop. 
Ad lib. At pleasure. 
A.D. in the Year of oar Lord. 
A.M. or M.A. Master of Arts. 
A.M. before Mid-day. 
A.M. in the Year of the 

World. 

A. P. G. Professor of Astronomy 
to Gresham College. 

A.R. A Associate of the Boyal 

Academy. 
Atty. Attorney. 

B. A. Bachelor of Arts. 
B.C. Before Christ. 

B.D. Bachelor of Divinity. 
Bp. Bishop. 

C. stAnds for One Hundred. 
C.C.C. Corpus Chrlsii College. 
Capt. Captain. 

C.B. Companion of the Order 

of the Bath. 
C.E. Civil Engineer. 
Cent, a Hundred. 
Chap. Chapter. 
Co. Compmy. 
Col. Colonel. 
C.P.S. Keeper of the Privy 

Seal. 
Cr. Credit or Creditor. 
C.S. Keeper of the Seals. 
Cfvt. ft Hundredweight or 112 

PouDds, 
D. in i^amber 500. 



D.C.L. Doctor of Civil Law. 

D.D. Doctor of Divinity. 

Dec. December. 

Dep. Deputy. 

Deut. Deuteronomy. 

Ditto or Do. the same. 

Dr. Doctor or Debtor. 

Du. Duke. 

Dnkm. Dukedom. 

D.V. God wilUng. 

E. Earl. 

E. East. 

Edin. Edinburgh. 

Edm. Edmund. 

Edw. Edward. 

e.g. for example. 

Eiiz. Elizabeth. 

Eng. England. 

Engr. Engineer. 

Ep. Episde. 

Esq. Esquire. 

Ex. Example. 

Exec. Executor. 

ExoUv Exeter. 

Expl. Explanation. 

Feb, February. 

F.B.C.P. Fellow of the Royal 

College of Physi<^ians. 
F.R.C.S. Fdlow of the Boyal 

College of Surgeons. 
Fred. Frederick. 
F.R.S. Fellow, of the Royal 

Society. 
\ "B.^.K. Y«\V^ir of the Society 
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Gab. Gabriel. 

Gall. Gallon. 

Gen. General. 

Genmo. GFeneralissimo. 

Gent. Gentleman. 

Geo. George. 

Gov. (Governor. 

Gr. Grains, or Gross. 

Gre/?. Gregory. 

Hants. Hampshire. 

Jlon. Honourable. 

Hond. Honoured. 

I. tbe Nomeral for 1. 

Ibid, in the same place. 

Id. the same. 

i.e. that is. 

I.H.S. Jesos the Saviour of 

Men {Hominum ScUvator), 
Imp. Imierial. 
I.N. B.I. Jesus of Nazareth, 

King of the Jews. 
Inst, instant. 
Ja. James. 
Jac. Jacob. 
Jan. January. 
Kath. Katharine. 
Knt. Knight. 
L. the Numeral for 50. 
£ or ^. a Pound Sterling, 
lb. a Pound Weight. 
L.O.J. Lord Chief Justice. 
Leo. Leonard, 
lient. Lieutenant. 
L.J.C. Lord Jesus Christ. 
LL.D. Doctor of Laws. 
Loud. London. 
L.S. Place of the Seal {Loeut 

Sigilli), 
M. in Number, 1000. 
M.A. Master of Arts. 
Mad. Madam. 
Mat. Matthew. 
Math. Mathematics. 
M.D. Doctor of Medicine. 
Middx. Middlesex. 
Mem. Memorandum. 
ICessn. or MM. Messieurs or 

Gentlemen. 



\ 



Mons. Monsieur. 

M.P. Member of Parliament. 

Mr. Master. 

Mrs. Mistress. 

M.S. Sacred to the Memory. 

MS. Manuscript. 

MSS. Manuscripts. 

N. North. 

N.B. Note, or mark well. 

Nov. November. 

K.S. New Style. 

Ob. Died. 

Oct. October. 

O.S. Old Style. 

Oxon. Oxford. 

Oz. Ounce. 

Pari. Parliament. 

P.O. Privy Council. 

Ph.D. Doctor of Philosophy. 

P.M. After Mid-day {Post 
Meridiem,) 

P.S. Postscript. 

Q.C. Queen's Counsel. 

Q. D. as much as to say. 

Q.E.D. whichuas to be demon- 
strated (Qiiod crat demons 
strandum.) 

Qy. Query. 

Rev. Keverend. 

R.H. Royal Highness. 

R.N. Royal Navy. 

S. South, Saint. 

S.T.P. Professor of Divinity. 

St. Street. 

U.S. United States. 

y. the Numeral for 5. 

Viz. Namely. 

V.R. Victoria the Queen. 

W. Wst. 

Wp. Worship. 

Wpl. Worshipful. 

X. the Numeral for 10. 

Xmaf. ChrlstmsB. 

Xt. Christ. 

Yd. Yard. 

Yds. Yards 



Price Is. in Olotli, or 1b. 6d. in Leather. 



THE MODEL 

m 

READY RECKONER, 

BHOwiira 
THE VALUE OP ANY NUMBER OF ARTICLKS^ 

FSOIC 

ONE SIXTEENTH OF A PENNY TO TWENTY SHILLINGS. 

Commencing at -^^ and extending to 30,000 number, 
the MODEL READY RECKONER contains the greatest 
number of Calculations ever given in a work of its size and 
price ; a complete Census of all Towns in England, Ireland, 
and Scotland, (above 3000); Interest and Commission 
Tables, Commercial Forms, Wages Tables, Bank of England 
tlates of Discount, &c. &c. 



'• Worth Ua weight in gold:* ''ExceUemor 
**The lest Ready Reckoner ever pMiikeeL" 



LONDON : 
F, WABNE & CO., Bkdtoia ^x&ix.'i, ^-^i^t Q^a^roui. 



Frederick Warne &f G?., Publishers* 
NEW POPULAR SERIES OF BOOKS. 

In fcap, 8w, price ONE SHILLING each^ 256 pp. , 

PENNY READINGS, 

IN PROSE AND VERSE, 

SIX DISTINCT VOLUMES, 

For the use of Members of Literary and Scientific Institutions, Recreation 
Societies, Mutual Improvement jhsociations. Mechanics* Institutes, Toung 
Men's Societies, JVorking Mens Clubs, and all kindred Societies, and for 
the General Reader, 

Compiled and Edited by J. E. CARPENTER, 

Twelve Years Public Reader, Lecturer, and Entertainer at the 
Principal Literary Institutions in Great Britain. 



A COMPANION TO THE " FENNT BEABINOS." 



In f cap. %vo, cloth boards, price ONE SHILLING each, 256 pages. 
Two Volumes (each sold separately). 

Sunday Readings^ in Prose and Verse^ 

Edited and Arranged by J. E. CARPENTER. 

Devoted in the main to Sacred Literature, but blended with Moral and 
Instructive Pieces of a Secular Character, all by Eminent Authors. 



Frice ONE SHILLING, boards, 

HOW WE ARE GOVERNED; 

OR, 

Cf)e (ffitoton, ti)e Senate, antr tje 18cne1&» 

By ALBANY FONBLANQUE, Jun. 

Revised to the Present Date by W. A. HOLDS WORTH, Es<^. 

This " masterly treatise " should be circulated throughout the length 
and breadth of the land, and generally used in all Schools and Colleges. In 
160 concisely written pages it gives information which every man should 
know who has the interest of the Government of the People of Great 
Britain and her Colonies at heart. Its diffusion everywhere must be the 
means of eventual good to all who carefully read the book. 



Bedford Street^ Ccwcnt Garden, 



Frederick TVarne iff Co,j Publishers. 

In nyal ^2m0y price One Shillings 

LANGUAGE OF FLOWERS : 

A CARD PACKET IN ENVELOPE. 

Twelve Specimens of Flowers, with Motto, beautifviUy printed in Colours. 



« Worth its weight in Oold. SzceUenf-rii; Prm. 



In cloth, u,', leather, ii. 6^.; 288 pp., 

THE MODEL READY RECKONER. 

Commences at i-i6th and extends to 30,000 Number. 

This Ready Reckoner contains the greatest quantity of calculations ever 
given in a book of its size and price. A complete Census of all Towns 
and Cities in England, Ireland, or Scotland (above 3,000) \ Interest, Com- 
mission, and Wages Tables, Commercial Forms, and the Bank of England 
rate of Discount for Thirty Years. 



WARNE'S CHEAP LETTER WRITERS. 



In fcap. 8 70, cloth boards, price One Shilling, 

THE 

COMPANION LETTER WRITER 

A COMPLETE GUIDE TO CORRESPONDENCE 
ON ALL SUBJECTS. 

And, price Sixpence each, cloth limp, 

THE BUSINESS LETTER WRITER. 
THE LOVERS' CORRESPONDENT, 
THE JUVENILE CORRESPONDENT 



In 48 mo, price Sixpence, cloth gilt, and gilt edges, with 

Coloured Plates, 

THE MODEL LETTER WRITER. 

WITH ALL FORMS, DIRECTIONS, &c. 



Bedford &treel^ Ccwent Garden, 



Frederick Warne & Co,^ Publishers. 



A -VALUABLE -WORK FOR EVERY AGRICULTUR»ST, 



In demy Svo, fflce los. 6d. half-bound, 640 pp,. 



THE 



FARMER'S CALENDAR. 

By J. CHALMERS MORTON, 
Author or " The Prince Consort's Farms," " The CYCLOPiCDiA of 
• Agriculture," " Farmer's almanack," etc. 

A systematic Work on Farm Practice, accompanied by Explanations 
and References to Theory when necessary ; but mainly and intentionally 
descriptive of actual Experience and Work in Field, Fold, and Farmery. 
It is fully illustrated with Wood Engravings of Buildings, Land Drainage, 
Machinery, and Plants. 

Mr. J. Chalmers Morton, from whose pen it comes, has long been 
well known as an agricultural writer, and by the description of Farm 
Practice in all parts of the country, which, during the last eighteen years, 
has been given in his paper, ** The Weekly Agricultural Gazette.^^ There is 
thus ample guarantee that the readers of this volume have not only the 
most trustworthy, but the latest agricultural experience laid before them 
in its pages. _^ 

Amongst the General Contents will be found— 



I. The whole work of all 
kinds of Farms is described in 
monthly succession, as step by 
step it occupies the attention of 
the Farmer throughout the year. 

a. The Cultivation of all kinds 
of Soil-r- their Drainage, Tillage, 
and Manuring. 

3. The Cultivation of all Farm 
Crops — food for man or beast — in- 
cluding the lesson of actual experi- 
ence on the different varieties of 
each, and on the cultivation proper 
for each. 

4. The Breeding, Rearing, and 
Feeding of all the Live Stock of 
the Farm, including a fuU account 
of the several breeds of Horses, 
Cattle, Sheep, and Pigs 5 of their 
respective peculiarities and merits ; 
of the Management required by 
each; the value of the different 
foods and processes e 
the meat manufactur 



formation on Marketing, Locali- 
ties, and Prices. 

5. The Use of all kinds of 
Agricultural Tools and Machines — 
for Hand-work, Horse-labour, and 
Steam-power respectively ; and the 
Economy of their employment. 

6. The relation of the Farmer 
to the Landowner, the Labourer, 
and the Soil, including all ques- 
tions of Rent, Lease, Teiiant*s 
Rights, Wages, Permanent Im- 
provements of Land by Buildings, 
Roads, Drains, Fences, &c. ; and 
its Current Cultivation by Imple- 
ments, Plants, and Animals, re- 
ceives full and systematic narra- 
tion. 

7. The Influence of Weather, 
which overrides and influences all, 
is given in great detail, month by 
month, in reference to 30 or 40 
stations in England, Scotland, and 
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